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By Mr. Donahue, a petition of Maurice A. Donahue for legislation to enable
the Department of Public Health to carry out the purposes of the Social
Security Act as recently amended. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act enabling the department of public health to carry
OUT THE PURPOSES OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT AS RECENTLY
AMENDED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this Act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to enable the Commonwealth to
3 receive and secure funds available from the Federal Govern-
-4 ment under the Social Security Act as amended and supple-
-5 mented and to improve the quality of care in medical facilities
6 throughout the Commonwealth in accordance with the provi-
-7 sions thereof, therefore, it is declared to be an emergency law
8 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public welfare
9 and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Whereas, The Congress of the United States of America has
2 enacted the historic, memorable, and epoch-making Act, Public
3 Law 89-97, commonly known as the Medicare Act, and
4 Whereas, This Act changes the whole concept of hospital,
5 medical, and other allied care for people of all ages, and par-
-6 ticularly for the elderly, and
7 Whereas, The Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-8 setts has designated the State Department of Public Health as
9 the agency to certify the providers of services under the Medi-

10 care Act, and
11 Whereas, The present framework of the laws of the Com-
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12 monwealth is too rigid to permit the State Department of
13 Public Health to properly carry out its duties, obligations,
14 functions and purposes under this mandate,
15 We, Therefore, Pray that the Great and General Court enact
16 into law the following proposed legislation:

1 Section 1. The department of public health is authorized to
2 take whatever steps are necessary with federal authorities to
3 receive and expend grants available to states under the So-
-4 cial Security Act as amended, and shall administer the pro-
-5 gram encompassed in Title 18 of Public Law 89-97 of 1965,
6 commonly referred to as Medicare and shall formulate and
7 carry out programs encompassing the benefits intended for
8 the citizens of the commonwealth under the provisions of the
9 above act.

1 Section 2. Upon approval of the public health council, and
2 with the approval of the Director of Personnel and the chair-
-3 men of the senate and house committees on ways and means,
4 the commissioner of public health may appoint and set the sal-
-5 aries of such officers and employees, including officers and em-
-6 ployees currently employed by the commonwealth as are neces-
-7 sary to carry out the responsibilities of Title 18 of Public Law
8 89-97 of 1965, commonly referred to as Medicare.

1 Section 3. The department of public health is authorized
2 to enter into contracts with local boards of health and other
3 private and public agencies, including agencies of the federal
4 government, to supply whatever services are necessary and to
5 perform any act necessary to carry out the purview of Title 18
6 of Public Law 89-97 of 1965, commonly referred to as Medi-
-7 care. The department of public health is further authorized
8 to adopt any rules and regulations necessary to carry out the
9 provisions of the above act.

1 Section 4. Any fees received for services rendered under
2 the preceding sections shall be placed in a special account with
3 the treasurer of the commonwealth and, subject to the ap-
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4 proval of the chairmen of the senate and house committees on
5 ways and means, may be expended to provide whatever serv-
-6 ices and staff are necessary to implement Title 18 of Public
7 Law 89-97 of 1965, in any city or town or any group of cities
8 or towns wherein such services and staff are deemed in-
-9 adequate.

1 Section 5. General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 4is hereby
2 amended by adding after the second paragraph the following
3 paragraph:—
4 For health services. Contracts for such services may be
5 made by the board of health or any legally constituted board
6 performing the services of the board of health.

1 Section 6. General Laws, Chapter 17, Section 5, as most
2 recently amended by Chapter 323 of the Acts of 1948 is hereby
3 deleted and a new section is inserted in place thereof:
4 Section 5. There is hereby established in the department an
5 associate commissioner of public health, who under the su-
-6 pervision of the commissioner will perform such duties as may
7 be assigned, including the performance of the duties of the
8 commissioner during his absence or disability. The commis-
-9 sioner may appoint the associate commissioner of public

10 health and designate a director of a division as the deputy
11 commissioner for community health services, and may also
12 designate a director of a division as the assistant commissioner
13 for management. In the event of the absence or disability of
14 the commissioner and the associate commissioner, the com-
-15 missioner may, with the approval of the public health council
16 designate a division director to perform the duties of the
17 commissioner during his absence or disability.

1 Section 7. Officers and employees serving under authority
2 of this act shall be subject to Chapter 31 of the General Laws,
3 excepting those listed in section 6. For the purposes of the
4 requirement of General Laws, Chapter 31 that an applicant
5 for examination under civil service be a citizen of the United
6 States, a physician employed under authority of this act shall
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be deemed to have met the requirement of citizenship, if he
presents a certificate from the court in which he shall have
filed his declaration of intention to become a citizen of the
United States, or from the Immigration and Naturalization
Service of the United States, showing that he has declared
his intention to become such a citizen or a copy of such decla-
ration of intention, certified by the clerk of such court.

10
11
12
13


