
SENATE 510

I

By Mr, Ward, a petition of Joseph D. Ward for legislation to provide for the
placing of a question on tenure of a city or town clerk on the official ballot.
Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six

An Act providing for the placing of a question on tenure of
A CITY OR TOWN CLERK ON THE OFFICIAL BALLOT.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 19C of chapter 41 of the General Laws, inserted by
2 chapter 388 of the acts of 1950, is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out said section and inserting in place thereof the follow-
4 ing:—
5 Section 19C. At the biennial city election or annual town
6 election which occurs next following the completion of the
7 fifth year of continuous service by the city or town clerk,
8 in any city and in any town using official ballots, acceptance
9 of the provisions of section nineteen B shall be by vote in

10 answer to a question placed on the official ballot at said city
11 or town election by said clerk, or by the election commission;
12 and in towns not using official ballots at town elections, such
13 acceptance shall be by vote at the annual town meeting on an
14 article which shall be inserted in the warrant for such meet-
-15 ing by the selectmen. In cities, and in towns using official
16 ballots, the clerk shall cause the following question to be
17 printed on the ballot to be used for the election of city or
18 town officers at the regular city or town election, as the case
19 may be: —“Shall the (city) (town) vote to accept the pro-
-20 visions of section nineteen B of chapter forty-one of the
21 General Laws and thereby provide permanent tenure for
22 (name of incumbent), the present incumbent in the office of
23 (city) (town) clerk?” ~~~
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24 If a majority of the votes in answer to said question is in
25 the affirmative and the incumbent’s term is a continuing one
26 or if the incumbent’s term is expiring and he was re-elected,
27 then said section shall thereupon take full effect in said city
28 or town, but not otherwise.
29 If a majority of the votes in answer to said question is in
30 the negative, and the incumbent continues to be elected or
31 appointed to the office of clerk, said question shall be placed
32 on the official ballot every fourth year in cities, every third
33 year in towns using official ballots, and shall be inserted in
34 the warrant for the annual town meeting by the selectmen
35 every third year in towns not using official ballots, until such
36 time as it is accepted or the incumbent is no longer city or
37 town clerk.


