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ADDRESS BY SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, THE HONORABLE JOHN W. McCORMACK

AND INTRODUCTORY REMARKS OF SENATE PRESI-
DENT MAURICE A. DONAHUE, DELIVERED IN

A JOINT SESSION OF THE TWO HOUSES,
HELD IN THE HOUSE CHAMBER ON

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 1966.

Introductory remarks by the Honorable Maurice A. Donahue, President of
he Massachusetts State Senate, before joint session of the two Houses held
n the House Chamber on Wednesday, March 16, 1966, to hear address by the
Honorable John W. McCormack, Speaker of the National House of Representa-
tn

Thomas Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of Independence
and the founder of the Democratice Party, once said, “When a
man assumes a public trust, he should consider himself as public
property.”

The man we honor today has always adhered to that principle.
For his entire adult life, he has belonged to the people.

He belongs to the people of Boston. He belongs to the people
of Massachusetts, and he belongs to the people of America.

His legislative career began in this very chamber, when, in 1920
■ forty seven years ago —• he was elected to the Massachusetts

House of Representatives. Two years later, he advanced to the
State Senate. He served in that hallowed chamber for four years,
and spent one term as Democratic Floor Leader.

To this day, whenever he returns to the State House, he never
fails to mention that he wishes it were possible that someday he
could return to that body where he spent, as he says, four of the
happiest, most rewarding years of his life.

In 1928, he was elected to Congress, and there he has served
ever since.

Thirty eight years in the United States House of Representatives,
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Nineteen of them as Majority Leader, and the last four as Speaker
of the House.

A lifetime of service.
A lifetime during which he has walked with kings, and during

which he has assured himself of a place in history. But a lifetime
during which he has at all times belonged to the people.

There has never been an issue too complex for him to grasp,
or too tough for him to tackle. And there has never been a constitu-
ent too insignificant for him to help.

More than two thousand years ago, another great legislator in
the annals of history, Marcus Tullius Cicero, said, “In nothing
does man so nearly approach the gods as in doing good for his
fellow man”.

Ladies and gentlemen, members of the Convention a man who
approaches the gods.

The Honorable John W. McCormack, Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives.
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ADDRESS BY SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE JOHN W. McCOR-
MACK BEFORE A JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE AND
SENATE, STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, WED-
NESDAY, MARCH 16, 1966, AT 2:00 P.M.

This is indeed a great and moving experience for me. It is not
only a great honor to stand here in this hallowed chamber, it is
also a time of reflection. It has been many years since I had the
privilege and pleasure to serve where you now are and to take
part in legislating for our beloved commonwealth.

In the intervening years much has happened to me personally,
as well as to our commonwealth, our nation, and perhaps most
of all, to the world beyond our borders. These years have been
active, trying, sometimes disappointing, but I think on the whole
they have been great years for our people and the human race.
During all the events and trials of the time since I left here to do
my part of service to this commonwealth and to our nation, I have
always felt inspired and sustained by the example and high ideals
which have been a part of the heritage of Massachusetts and this
great and general court.

During the years in Washington I have had the pleasant oppor-
tunity to meet many delegations and committees from your house
and senate. In fact, there are many members here who have come
to the Capitol to discuss various matters of interest of our com-
monwealth with the various federal agencies. I have always felt
that this coordination and cooperation between the several levels
of our governmental system has helped greatly to make our federal
political system function as was intended by the authors of the
Constitution. This process of frequent and open discussion between
local, state and national officials should be strongly encouraged.
I may personally say that I look forward to meeting with many of
you in Washington and shall continue to do my best to see to it
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THE FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM
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that the needs and interests of Massachusetts are recognized and
dealt with fairly by the various agencies of the federal government.

Over the years since I was privileged to be a member of the
Massachusetts house and senate, many events have taken place
which have profoundly affected the lives of the people of Massa-
chusetts in their roles as citizens of the United States. For instance,
we have suffered through bloody conflicts on many foreign soils.
This was something which most people said we would never do
again following the “War To End All Wars”. Then the disillusion-
ment with the results of the first world war were great and growing.

The problems of the rest of the world’s people were not interest-
ing to a nation forgetting itself in the lively days of the “Roaring
Twenties.” Later, as the new dictators, and imperialists rose in
Berlin, Rome and Tokyo to endanger the peace and freedom of
mankind, we were both preoccupied with the terrible hardships
of the great depression and determined that we would stay out of
other nations’ follies and problems.

What followed, however, is now a proud page in our nation’s
history. We were the last bastion and hope of freedom and prog-
ress for mankind. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, which was
a direct attack on our beloved country, our time came to wage
war against the aggressor and we showed that the Spirit of
Bunker Hill, Valley Forge, Chateau Thierry, The Argonne and
many other Battlefields was not dead.

With the victorious conclusion of the war there began what was
hoped by all, and expected by many, to be the millenium of peace
and human development. With the experience of the terrible suf-
ferings and deeds of the war fresh in our memories, with great
new vistas opened for us and our children by the prospects of the
miracles which science could provide, and with a widespread con-
sensus that this time the United States would go forth to play its
ordained role of leadership in the world community, our people
had high hopes indeed.

I think that future historians will record as the most notable
aspect of our national conduct during the years since World War II
our achievements of the spirit and not those accomplishments of
our actions, many-sided and worthy though they are for, the last
two decades have not conclusively shown that Winston Churchill
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was correct in his estimate that if the democracies persevered
victory over the axis that then “We shall come through these dark
and dangerous valleys into a sunlight broader and more genial
and more lasting than mankind has ever known.” Instead, these
years have been those of “The Twilight Struggle,” to quote our late
president who knew so intimately the frustrations and worries of
this dangerous era.

Yet, despite the shock of learning that the future would not be
so tranquil and bright as expected, the American people have not
lost hope. We have persevered, gone forward, suffered setbacks,
and gone back into the struggle to make the American vision
of a new world of peace and freedom a reality. Instead of reacting
with cynicism and selfishness to the disappointments and the
prospect of great sacrifices, even unto death, we have reacted with
a spirit of hope and generosity that has fed millions overseas, given
lives for others’ liberty, built a better soociety at home, and which is
even now working to put a man on the moon and to penetrate the
mysteries of outer space.

As President Lyndon B. Johnson has said, “This Nation is
mighty enough, its society is healthy enough, its people are strong
enough to pursue our goals in the rest of the world while still
building a Greaty Society here at home.” The Great Society of
President Johnson and the New Frontier of President Kennedy are
part of the same era. The President has charted a massive enter-
prise to achieve a stable, lasting peace, and I am proud to say that
I support him all the way.

And I also would say that if we look back we realize that if the
leadership of Britain and France had been leadership of action
instead of inaction, World War II might well have been averted.
If we should learn one thing from that period of history, it is that
the militant aggressor considers weakess and fear as an invitation
to make greater and greater demand. For the history of that period
shows that leadership of inaction has more danger to it than leader-
ship of action. for inaction led to appeasement and appeasement
led to World War 11,

A basically comparable situation exists today. While their sur-
face changes and tactical moves all try to confuse us, hoping to
disarm us psychologically, the Marxists intent of communist world
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domination has remained unchanged. Their strategy and purpose
is and has always been to subvert, divide, and conquer, and I say
to you here today that under the leadership of action of President
Lyndon B. Johnson, this they shall not do.

The deeds and spirit of which I have spoken are those of free
men and women. The record of our country is a conclusive answer
to those who contend that free men and women lack the diligence,
self-control and courage to live through, and go forward in perilous
and uncertain times. This is not to say that ail we have done has
been perfect: For it is human to err. But it is to say that the
American people have stood fast to their ideals and have shown
that this Democratic Society can govern itself as well as any other
kind, and that our system of government is the best devised by the
mind of man.

We are often exhorted to set an example for others. A little over
five years ago the late and beloved John F. Kennedy as president-
elect stood in this very chamber before many of you assembled
here today. He reminded the great and general court that Massa-
chusetts had early in its existence been under the direction of
a man who warned his group of new settlers that “We must always
consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill the eyes of all
people are upon us.” Our late beloved President went on to caution
that “Today the eyes of all people are truly upon us And Our
Government, in every branch, at every level, national, state and
local, must be as a city upon a hill constructed and inhabited
by men aware of their grave and

This was a challenge, made
reat responsibilities.’ 1
efore the many calls of his im-

mortal inaugural address, to the people of this countr
to their heritage. While we have not been perfect, we have bee
true to our great heritage. We have been also the example to oth
of the power and dignity and courage of a free people.

Here, in this chamber filled with the memories of great patriots,
and greater ideals, of the aspirations of men and women who came
to the frontier of freedom of their time here we should be
especially receptive to a realization of our heritage and position in
the pages of history. This legislature stands in a direct line of
descent from institutions created to prove that the many can
govern themselves better than the few who would appoint them
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selves as rulers. The great and general court of the commonwealth
has an honored place in the history of our land, as well as of our
state. You have thus a great challenge to live up to the highest of
standards of statecraft and public affairs of freemen.

All of us in public service have our appointed roles and duties.
In these years of the greatest danger the human race has ever faced

virtual extinction and of the greatest challenge to make
liberty prevail it is our situation in life to carry on for the whole
people the proud and honorable heritage left us by those who have
borne the burden before.

So, in closing these remarks, I know that you will never forget
those who came before and what they did and stood for. The eyes
of mankind, today, as in the past, are upon the public officials of
Massachusetts and of the United States. The judgment of genera-
tions unborn will be passed upon us as we have passed it upon those
we hold in honored memory. Let us all try again and again with
vision and courage to be worthy of the trust and responsibility
placed upon us.

And while we seek at the state and federal level to meet our
joint responsibilities at home in areas of health, education, poverty,
housing, justice and equality for all: and our commitments abroad
to expand the great society and bring about a just and honorable
peace let us be mindful of the words of our great son of Massa-
chusetts and my late friend who said in January of 1961 that
“Our problems are man made; therefore they can be solved by man
. . .

our aspiration is the kind of peace that makes life worth living.
The kind that enables men and nations to grow and to hope and
to build a better life for their children. Not merely for Ameri-
cans, but peace for all men not merely peace in our time but'
peace for all time.”

Thank you for the privilege and honor you bestowed upon me
today.


