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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 3141 entitled “An act providing that the Director of the Divi-
sion of Fisheries and Game and the Chairman of the State Reclama-
tion Board be members ex officiis of the Committee for Conserva-
tion of Soil, Water and related resources in the Division of
Conservation Services in the Department of Natural Resources.”

This bill would add two additional ex officiis members to the
Committee for Conservation of Soil, Water and Related Resources
in the Division of Conservation Services in the Department of
Natural Resources. This will result in a committee of nine, five of
whom would be ex officiis members. It should be noted that the
bill as originally drawn (S 365) called for the addition of only
one ex officio member, namely, the Director of Fisheries and Game.
Following a favorable report by the Committee, the Chairman of
the State Reclamation Board was added as another ex officio
member.

I am advised by the Commissioner of Natural Resources that
when this Committee was reorganized by the Legislature in 1963,
great weight was put upon the fact that the appointed members
would constitute a majority. As presently drawn, the bill would
reverse this arrangement and the appointed members would be a
minority.

In view of the foregoing I feel that the wisest course would be
to add the two new department heads as advisory members, thus
maintaining the original balance.

I. therefore, recommend that the bill be amended by striking out
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all after the enacting clause and substituting, therefor, the
following:

“Section 19 of chapter 21 of the General Laws, added by
section 3 of chapter 664 of the acts of 1963, is hereby
amended by striking out the second, third, fourth, fifth
and sixth sentences and inserting in place thereof the
following five sentences:
“Said committee shall consist of seven voting members
and three non-voting advisory members. The seven voting
members shall include three ex officio and four appointed
members. The ex officio members shall be the commis-
sioner of agriculture, the chairman of the water resources
commission, and the dean of the college of agriculture at
the University of Massachusetts. The four appointed mem-
bers shall be appointed by said members ex officio, as
follows: one from a list of two names submitted by the
Massachusetts association of soil conservation districts,
one from a list of two names submitted by the Massachu-
setts association of conservation commissions, one from a
list of two names submitted by the executive committee
of the state grange and one from a list of two names sub-
mitted by the executive committee of the Massachusetts
farm bureau federation. The state conservationist of the
United States soil conservation service, the director of the
division of fisheries and game, and the chairman of the
state reclamation board shall be the advisory members.”

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
jernor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.Gc


