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Senate, March 30, 1966.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was re-
ferred the House Bill to provide for the suspension of teachers
and superintendents (House, No. 159, changed), reports recom-
mending that the same be amended by substituting therefor a
new draft entitled “An Act relative to the suspension of teach-
ers and superintendents of public schools” (Senate, No. 761), and
that, when so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

CHARLES A. BISBEE, Jr.
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An Act relative to the suspension of teachers and superin-

tendents OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

1 Section 1. The third sentence of section 42 of chapter 71
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in chapter 123 of the acts
3 of 1934, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4,
4 the words “to suspend a teacher or superintendent for un-
-5 becoming conduct, or”.

1 Section 2. The last sentence of said section 42 of said
2 chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in lines 3 and 4, the words “

, or for any period of lawful
4 suspension followed by dismissal”.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 71 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 42C the following section:
3 Section 42D. The school committee may suspend any
4 teacher, but no teacher shall be suspended for more than
5 ten days and no superintendent, other than a union superin-
-6 tendent and the superintendent of schools in the city of
7 Boston, shall be suspended, unless by a two-thirds vote of the
8 whole committee. In every such town a teacher or superin-
-9 tendent employed at discretion under section forty-one shall

10 not be suspended, under the provision of this paragraph,
11 except for unbecoming conduct or other good cause, nor un-
-12 less at least seven days exclusive of customary vacation
13 periods, prior to the meeting at which the vote is to be taken,
14 he shall have been notified of such intended vote; nor unless,
15 if he so requests, he shall have been furnished by the com-
-16 mittee with a written charge or charges of the cause or causes
17 for which the suspension is proposed; nor unless, if he so
18 requests, he has been given a hearing before the school com-
-19 mittee which may be either public or private at the discretion
20 of the school committee and at which he may be represented



1 SENATE— No. 761.966. J O

21 by counsel, present evidence and call witnesses to testify in h
22 behalf and to examine them and to cross-examine other wit-
23 nesses; nor unless the charge or charges shall have been sub-
-24 stantiated; nor unless, in the case of a teacher, the superin-
-25 tendent shall have given the committee his recommendations
26 thereon. No teacher or superintendent shall be suspended for
27 a period exceeding one month, nor shall such teacher or super-
-28 intendent receive compensation for any period of lawful sus-
-29 pension. No teacher or superintendent shall be interrogated
30 prior to any notice given to him relative to a hearing on sus-
-31 pension unless he is notified of his right to be represented by
32 counsel during any such investigation.
33 The school committee, a superintendent, or any other school
34 official designated for the purpose by the superintendent, may
35 notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary,
36 suspend for a period of not more than ten days a teacher for
37 unbecoming conduct or for any other cause which such com-
38 mittee, superintendent or official deems adequate.




