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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Commissioner of Public Health has informed me of recur-
ring and increasing difficulty that the Department is encountering
in recruiting residents for its hospitals. This problem is partly due
to the fact that residents are classed as temporary employees and
are on rigid pay schedules. For example, the State pay scale can-
not match the $6OO annual increment given by competing volun-
tary hospitals.

A similar situation in the Department of Mental Health was cor-
rected by the passage of Chapter 688 of the Acts of 1962 and in
the Soldiers’ Home by Chapter 400 of the Acts of 1963. These Acts
established training and fellowship programs. As a result, residents

hese agencies are not paid under the rigid pay schedules appli-
cable to temporary employees. Rather, with the cooperation of the
Division of Personnel, these agencies have been able to establish
flexible and competitive pay scales.

The Department depends heavily on the recruitment of residents
for providing good medical care to patients in hospitals operated by
the Department. These hospitals are now in the process of recruit-
ing residents for the year commencing July 1, 1966. It is there-
fore essential that legislation be enacted as soon as possible to
enable the Department to be in a competitive recruiting position
in regard to staff for its hospitals. This goal can be met by legis-
lation similar to that which applies to the Department of Mental
Health and the Soldiers’ Home.

I am attaching hereto legislation modelled after Chapter 698 of
the Acts of 1962 and Chapter 400 of the Acts of 1963. This legisla-
tion would meet the needs of the Department and has the ap-
proval of the Commissioner. I respectfully urge that you grant it
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your approval in time to be of help in the current recruitment pro-
gram.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act authorizing superintendents of hospitals in the de-
partment OF PUBLIC HEALTH TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM FOR TRAIN-
ING OF RESIDENTS IN MEDICAL SPECIALTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 General Laws, Chapter 17 is hereby amended by inserting
2 after Section 6, the following new section;
3 Section 6A. Under the supervision of the commissioner,
4 superintendents of hospitals in the department may establish
5 a program for the training of residents in medicine and resi-
-6 dents in such other specialties and sub-specialties of medicine
7 as he may deem necessary. The persons undergoing such
8 training shall be designated as fellows and shall be eligible
9 for training grants from the commonwealth, which grants

10 shall be exempt from the provisions of chapter sixty-two. Ro-
ll cipients of said grants shall not be subject to the provisions of
12 chapter thirty-one and shall not be deemed to be employees
13 of the commonwealth. Approval of said training program by
14 the director of personnel and standardization shall be required
15 in accordance with the provisions of section twenty-eight of
16 chapter seven.




