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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

ESOI.VE FURTHER REVIVING AND CONTINUING THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ESTABLISHED
TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OP MENTAL
HEALTH AND CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission, established by chapter eighty-
,ne of the resolves of nineteen hundrd and sixty-one, and most recently
;vived and continued by chapter twenty-eight of the resolves of nineteen
jndred and sixty-five, is hereby further revived and continued.

Approved May 10, 1965.
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OF THE

June 1, 1966.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

The Special Commission on Mental Health, created by Chapter
89 of the Resolves of 1961, and revived and continued by Chapter
117 of the Resolves of 1962 (the scope of which was enlarged by
Chapter 130 of the Resolves of 1962 providing for commitment of
persons addicted to drugs and authorizing the department of public
health to designate places or institutions as drug addict rehabilita-
tions centers) and further revived and continued by Chapter 55 of
the Resolves of 1963, and most recently by Chapter 28 of the
Resolves of 1965, herewith submits its fourth report.

The major unfinished business of the Special Commission on
Mental Health at this time consists of the actual recodification of
Chapter 123 of the General Laws and related statutes which pertain
to the admission, treatment and discharge of Massachusetts citizens
in the mental health facilities of the State.

Extensive preparation and research has gone into our reaching
the threshold of this final task. Briefly this has involved a study
and report entitled “A Study of the Commitment and Hospitaliza-
tion Laws of the Commonwealth”, which was conducted in the
summer and fall of 1964 by the staff. The far-reaching importance
of the recommendations made in this report and the complexity
of the issues raised justified our proceeding to a second and unusual
proceduce.
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Executive hearings on the study itself were held over a two-day
period on October 28th and October 29th, 1965. A very distin-
guished list of witnesses gave extensive testimony regarding the
study. These included the Lieutenant Governor, two former presi-
dents of the American Psychiatric Association and five Massachu-
setts judges. Broad and often enthusiastic support was given for
the recommendations contained in the study. The need for recodifl-
cation of the commitment statutes was unanimously endorsed.

It is pertinent to quote from the remarks of the President of
the Massachusetts Bar Association, at the hearings. He stated
that they (commitment laws) are a “confusing chaotic set of
statutes that the average practicing lawyer doesn’t undrestand
remediable legislation (is required) which is long, long overdue in
this Commonwealth . . . The commitment statutes are subject to
many, many abuses, perhaps because of the confusion and state
of our law at the present time ... I think it (the study) is one of
the finest pieces of work with most constructive recommendations
. . . I hope it isn’t something that gathers dust and if funds of the
Commonwealth are needed, they can’t be better spent”.

At this point, then, we have accumulated extensive research,
critical comment and support of
unable, however to complete the
be pointed out that the nature

the highest order. We have been
major task of drafting. It should
and complexity of the proposed

legislation requires highly specialized draftsmen.
The research for the recodification was coordinated with and is

complimentary to the work of the Mental Health Planning Project
whose report has recently been released. The legislative draft
implementing the recommendations of the report of the Mental
Health Planning Project has now been completed. If we are en-
abled to proceed with the recodification of the commitment statutes,
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts could offer a modern, com-
prehensive and complete program for the mental health of its
citizens which could well serve as a model for the nation. It is
illogical to attempt to superimpose a modern program for mental
health on an archaic set of commitment statutes.

It is estimated that the recodification will require at least a
three month period. The extent of the task is delineated in the
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sixty-seven recommendations in the report. It will comprise a
virtually complete recodification of the one hundred twenty-four
sections of Chapter 123 of the General Laws. The final report of
the Commission will be filed with the recodiflcation.

We are therefore recommending the Commission be revived
and continued to the fourth Wednesday in December, 1966 to
complete this project. (See Appendix A)

Respectfully submitted

Chairman
Rep. ROBERT L. CAWLEY,

Vice-Chairman

Senator FRANCIS X. McCANN
Rep. AMELIO DELLA CHIESA
Rep. TIMOTHY W. HICKEY
Rep. THOMAS F. FALLON

Senator LESLIE B. CUTLER,

Senator JAMES J. LONG
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six

Resolve further reviving and continuing the special commis-
:ON ESTABLISPIED TO INVESTIGATE AND STUDY THE ADMINISTRATION

THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAI
ITERS.

TH AND CERTAIN OTHERo:
I

fial commission, established byResolved, That the unpaid spe
Ranter eighty-nine of the res'

1

'lves of nineteen hundred and
ixty-one and revived and continued by chapters one hundred
nd seventeen of the resolves of nineteen hundred and sixty-

:wo, chapter fifty-five of the resolves of nineteen hundred
6 and sixty-three, and chapter twenty-eight of the resolves of
7 nineteen hundred sixty-five is hereby further revived and
8 continued. Said commission shall, in the course of its in-
-9 vestigation and study, consider the subject matter of house

10 document numbered 1143 of 1962, providing for commitment
11 of persons addicted to drugs, and authorizing the department
12 of public health to designate places or institutions as drug
13 addict rehabilitation centers.
14 Said commission may take testimony under oath.
15 Said commission may file reports from time to time, and

Appendix A

s final report not later than the fourth Wednesday
er nineteen hundred and sixty-six.
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