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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I have been informed by the Commissioner of Education that
many of our communities stand to lose substantial Federal grants
under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 be-
cause of interpretations placed by some city and town legal de-
partments upon the scope of the recent decision of the Supreme
Judicial Court in a case involving school committee expenditure
of certain Federal funds.

These grants include those by which the Federal government
will pay the full cost of local educational programs to improve
the education of educationally-disadvantaged children, to establish
supplementary educational centers and services and to carry on
research. Without enactment of remedial legislation the benefits
to our Massachusetts communities and children which these
Federal grants are intended to provide will be lost.

The attached legislation would authorize the expenditure by
school committees, without other municipal action or approval,
of these gifts and grants. It would not apply, however, to Federal
grants disbursed under the provisions of chapter 621 of the Acts
of 1963, for current expenditures in furnishing free public educa-
tion to children whose parents are employed in certain defense or
other federal activities. Nor would it apply to Federal grants made
under the National Defense Education Act of 1958. These ex-
cepted funds will not be lost if not used this year. The funds to
which the act applies, however, will be lost unless they are used
in the very near future. This cannot be permitted to happen. It
is absolutely imperative that this State make maximum use of
every dollar, from every available source, so as to insure that our
children receive the best possible education.

I am advised that the total amount involved substantially exceeds
810,000,000. A large portion of this $10,000,000 amount is granted
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to provide summer programs. Unless school committees can pro-
ceed forthwith to hire necessary personnel and make other com-
mitments, these programs cannot be carried forward and the
Federal funds granted for the programs will be lost. Therefore, I
respectfully urge that favorable action be completed upon the
attached legislation with very great promptness.

I am authorized to state that this legislation has been reviewed
and approved by the Commissioner of Education and by the
Director of the Bureau of Accounts in the Department of Corpora-
tions and Taxation.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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An Act relating to the expenditure of certain funds for
EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is, in part, to avoid the loss of certain
3 federal funds for educational purposes, therefore it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
5 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 53A of chapter 44 of the General Laws,
2 as inserted by chapter 99 of the acts of 1964, is hereby amended
3 by adding thereto the following sentence; Any amount so
4 received by an officer or department of a city, town or district
5 and given for educational purposes may be expended by the
6 school committee of such city, town or district without in-
-7 eluding the purpose of such expenditure in, or applying such
8 amount to, the annual or any supplemental budget or appropri-
-9 ation request of such committee; provided, however, that this

10 sentence shall not apply to amounts so received to which
11 section 26C of chapter 71, chapter 621 of the acts of 1953, as
12 amended, or chapter 664 of the acts of 1958, as amended,
13 apply; and provided, further, that notwithstanding the fore-
-14 going proviso this sentence shall apply to amounts so re-
-15 ceived as grants under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
-16 cation Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-10).

1 Section 2. Any action taken by any city, town or district
2 official during the current year to place obligations against
3 or to expend any gift or grant to which section one applies
4 is hereby validated and confirmed as though this act were
5 in effect at the time of said placing or expenditure.




