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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 98 entitled “An act establishing education scholarships for
certain children of certain police officers and fire fighters who are
killed or die in the performance of duty.”

This bill seeks to establish education scholarships for the children
of firemen or policemen killed in the line of duty in the same way
as such scholarships are provided for the children of veterans killed
in action or dying from other cause as a result of such service.

The bill contains a provision different from that dealing with
the children of veterans . It not only provides a scholarship for the
children of policemen or firemen who are killed in the performance
of duty, but it also covers the case of death which is “the result
of a condition of impairment of health caused by hypertension or
heart disease presumed to have been suffered in line of duty under
the provisions of section ninety-four of chapter thirty-two.”

I need not point out the difficulties which have been caused by
the inclusion of heart disease which is presumed to have been
suffered in line of duty as far as our retirement laws are con-
cerned. That, however, is the law with respect to retirement. It
seems to me, however, that the present bill extending the scholar-
ship program ought not get involved in this difficulty but ought to
extend the same benefits as are extended to the children of deceased
veterans.

I, therefore, recommend that the bill be amended by striking out

CUhr (Eommomuraltlj of Massachusetts



SENATE —No. 1022. [Sept. 1966.2

the first paragraph of SECTION 7E and substituting the following
paragraph:—

“Section lE. There are hereby established education scholar-
ships to be given to the children of any uniformed member of a
paid fire department or permanent member of a police department,
or of the police force of the metropolitan district commission, or
of the capitol police or of the state police in the department of
public safety, who is killed or who dies from injuries received, or
dies as the natural and proximate result of undergoing a hazard
peculiar to his employment, while in the performance of his duty,
or who is killed or dies from injuries received in the performance
of his duty or dies from other cause as a result of such service.”

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


