
SENATE No. 151
By Mr. Ames, a petition of Elliot L. Richardson and Oliver F. Ames for

legislation to regulate transmission of racing information for illegal gambling
purposes. Legal Affair

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

Act regulating transmission of racing information
FOR ILLEGAL GAMBLING PURPOSES.

.Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 271 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 31A and inserting in place thereof the

i Section 31. (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to
5 transmit or communicate to another or receive or secure by

6 any means whatsoever the results, changing odds, track con-
-7 ditions, jockey changes, or any other information relating
8 to any horse race or dog race from any race track in this

1 state, between the period of time beginning one hour prior
) to the first race of any day and ending thirty minutes after

the posting of the official results of each race as to that par.
ipt that the foregoing limitations shall not

13 apply to the results of the last race of each day’s meet; pro-
14 vided, however, that the state racing commission mav bv
lo rule permit the immediate transmission by radio, television,
16 or press wire of any pertinent information concerning not
17 more than two feature races each week; provided, further,
18 that the foregoing limitation of two feature races per week19 shall not apply to so-called “name stakes races” which if broad-
20 cast or televised nationally the commission may in its discre-
-21 tion permit.
22 (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to transmit by any;23 means whatsoever racing information to any other person.
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24 or to relay the same to any other person by work of mouth,
by signal, or by use of telephone, telegraph, radio, or any
other means, when the information is knowingly used or in-
tended to be used for illegal gambling purposes, or in further-
ance of such gambling.
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(c) This section shall be deemed an exercise of the police
power of the state for the protection of the public welfare,
health, peace, safety, and morals of the people of the state, and
all of the provisions herein shall be liberally construed for
the accomplishment of this purpose.
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(d) Any person violating the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall
pay a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than
five thousand dollars, or undergo imprisonment for a period
of not less than one year and one day nor more than five
years, or both, in the discretion of the court.
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(e) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed
as amending or repealing the provisions of any other law or
affecting any rule of the public utilities commission, relating
to the regulation of public utilities in the furnishing to others
of any communication, wire service, or other similar service
or equipment; it is intended that this section shall be supple-
mental to other laws and a further aid in the elimination of
transmission of information for illegal gambling purposes.
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