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By Mr. Weeks, a petition of William D. Weeks and Edward W. Brooke for
legislation to control the sale, possession and use of automobile master keys.
Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act to control the sale, possession and use of automobile

MASTER KEYS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to forthwith control the sale,
3 possession and use of automobile master keys, therefore it is
4 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
5 immediate preservation of the public health and convenience.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and sixty-six of the general laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section twenty-eight the
3 following new section twenty-eight A:
4 Section 28A. It shall be unlawful to advertise for sale, offer
5 for sale or sell an automobile master key in the Common-
-6 wealth. It shall be unlawful to purchase, possess or use an
7 automobile master key in the Commonwealth except as au-
-8 thorized by this section. For the purpose of this section an
9 “automobile master key” shall be any key which can unlock

10 the ignition, doors or trunk of more than one motor ve-
il hide as defined by section one of chapter 90 of the general
12 laws. The commissioner of public safety and his agents
13 specifically designated for the purpose, the registrar of motor
14 vehicles and his agents specifically designated for the purpose,
15 the chairman of the metropolitan district commission and his
16 agents specifically designated for the purpose, and the state
17 police, inspectors for the registry of motor vehicles, metropoli-
-18 tan district commission police, and county, city and town po-
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19 lice, specifically authorized by the commissioner, registrar,
or chief of the police organization of which they are mem-
bers, as may be, are authorized to purchase, possess and use
automobile master keys, but only for and in the performance
of their official duties. A dealer, as defined in section one of
chapter 90 of the general laws, and an employee of such
dealer specifically authorized by his employer for the purpose
may purchase, possess and use automobile master keys, but
only for and in the operation of the lawful business of such
dealer. Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall
be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more
than 10 years or imprisonment in jail or house of correction
for not more than 2% years.
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