
No.SENATE 474
By Mr. Ward, a petition of Joseph D. Ward for legislation to establish a

juvenile court system consisting of six courts, one for each district, and pro-
viding for the establishment of a state council on juvenile behavior, and a

district council on juvenile behavior in each of the juvenile districts. The

Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act establishing a juvenile court system consisting of
SIX COURTS, ONE FOR EACH DISTRICT, AND PROVIDING FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT of a state council on juvenile behavior, and
A DISTRICT COUNCIL ON JUVENILE BEHAVIOR IN EACH OF THE
JUVENILE DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the words “advisory coun-
-3 cil on home and family”, inserted by section 1 of chapter 624
4 of the acts of 1966, the words: —, state council on juvenile
5 behavior.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 153, added by section 2 of said chapter
3 624, the following two sections:
4 Section 154. There shall be a state council on juvenile be-
-5 havior in this section and in section one hundred and fifty-five
6 called the council, to consist of the attorney general or his
7 designee, the chairman of the youth service board and thirteen
8 persons to be appointed by the governor, of whom three shall
9 be appointed to represent Catholic, Protestant and Jewish

10 faiths, respectively; one of said appointees shall be experi-
-11 enced in law enforcement in the field of juvenile delinquency,
12 one shall be trained in child psychology, one in the education
13 of delinquent children, one in social welfare, familial and ju-
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14 venile problems, one shall be a psychiatrist with a knowledge
15 of the juvenile and adolescent mind, one shall represent the
16 juvenile courts, one shall represent the federal office of
17 economic opportunity as it affects juveniles and adolescents,
18 one shall represent public child welfare agencies, one shall
19 represent private child welfare agencies, and one shall be a
20 member of the bar experienced in the law and court proce-
-21 dures relating to juvenile delinquency or juvenile behavioral
22 problems. The governor shall designate one of the appointive
23 members as chairman of the council. Upon the expiration of r,-
24 the term of an appointive member his successor shall be ap-
-25 pointed for a term of five years. The council shall appoint
26 an executive secretary who shall have at least ten years’ ex-
-27 perience in juvenile delinquency work. The executive secre-
-28 tary shall receive a salary of sixteen thousand dollars.
29 Section 155. The council shall from time to time examine
30 the laws and procedures relating to the correction and pre-
-31 vention of juvenile delinquency and the degree of rehabilita-
-32 tion of juvenile offenders, with a view to advising the justices §

33 of the juvenile courts of matters affecting juvenile behavior,
34 and to revising the laws relative to the treatment and disposi-
-35 tion of juvenile offenders. Said council shall be provided with
36 quarters in the state house or in the state office building, and
37 may appoint such clerical assistance as may be necessary.

1 Section 3. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 57 to 60, inclusive, and the
3 caption preceding said section 57, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following six sections, under the caption JUVENILE
5 COURTS:
6 Section 57. There shall be in the commonwealth the follow-
-7 ing six juvenile courts, and the judicial districts of each such
8 court shall comprise the following county or counties;
9 Boston Juvenile court, Suffolk County

*

10 Cambridge Juvenile court, Middlesex County
11 Worcester Juvenile court, Worcester County
12 Lawrence Juvenile court, Essex county
13 New Bedford Juvenile court, Norfolk, Plymouth, Barnstable,

*
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14 Bristol, Dukes county and Nantucket counties
15 Springfield Juvenile court, Berkshire, Franklin, Hampden and
16 Hampshire counties.

17 Section 58. Each of said courts shall have jurisdiction
18 within the territorial limits of the county or counties com-
-19 prising its distinct. Each such court shall consist of one justice.
20 It shall have a clerk who shall be appointed by the governor
21 with the advice and consent of the council and shall hold of-
-22 fice during good behavior but subject, however, to retirement
23 under the provisions of any applicable or special law relative
24 to retirement systems. It shall have an assistant clerk, who
25 shall be appointed by the clerk subject to the approval of the
26 justice. Each court shall have at least one juvenile probation
27 officer and two social workers, and the justice may employ
28 such expert consultants in the fields of psychology, psychiatry
29 and education as he may deem necessary.
30 Section 59. Except as otherwise provided by law, each ju-
-31 venile court shall have and exercise within its jurisdiction, the
32 same powers, duties and procedures as district courts, over
33 cases of juvenile offenders under seventeen and cases of ne-
-34 glected, wayward or delinquent children which are com-
-35 menced therein, or which are transferred to it by transfer
36 from a district court. Any case involving a juvenile offender
37 under seventeen or a neglected, wayward or delinquent child
38 which is commenced in a district court may be transferred
39 by the justice, on his own motion, to the appropriate juvenile
40 court, and any such case shall, upon motion of alleged offender
41 or neglected, wayward or delinquent child, or of his parent,
42 guardian or attorney, be so transferred.
43 Section 60. The salary of the justice of a juvenile court shall
44 be twenty-two thousand dollars. The justices of said courts
45 shall devote their entire time during ordinary business hours
46 to their duties and shall not directly or indirectly, engage in
47 the practice of law.
48 Section 60A. In each of six juvenile court districts of the
49 commonwealth there shall be a district council on juvenile
50 behavior, consisting of nine members to be appointed by the
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51 justice of the juvenile court from a list of twenty-seven names
52 submitted to said justice by the state council on juvenile be-
-53 havior. Said area council shall meet monthly with the justice
54 and staff of the juvenile court for the district and shall advise
55 them on methods of controlling and correcting juvenile de-
-56 linquency, and shall meet at such other times as the justice
57 may request. The district council shall elect a chairman. The
58 district council shall report annually to the state council on
59 juvenile behavior on its activities, and shall make such recom-
-60 mendations as it deems effective in controlling juvenile de-
-61 linquency.
62 Section GOB. To assist each district council, there shall be in
63 each juvenile court district a panel of juvenile advisors on ju-
-64 venile behavior, consisting of nine students each of whom shall
65 be selected by the student body of the high schools represent-
-66 ing the most densely populated communities in the district.
67 Said panel shall meet with its respective district council on
68 juvenile behavior and present its viewpoint of the problems
69 and needs of juveniles. Each panel shall elect a spokesman
70 who will be the voice of the panel in expressing its views to
71 the district council.

1 Section 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections fifty-
-2 seven to sixty B, inclusive, of chapter two hundred and
3 eighteen of the General Laws, inserted by section one of this
4 act, all provisions of law in effect immediately prior to the
5 effective date of this act and applicable to the Boston juvenile
6 court shall continue to apply to said court, and nothing in this
7 act shall be construed to authorize any curtailment in the
8 rights, powers and duties of said court, or any reduction in the
9 number of special justices or of the staff employed by said

10 court, or the reduction of any salary.

1 Section 5. Of the first appointed members to the state
2 council on juvenile behavior, established by section one hun-
-3 dred and fifty-four of chapter six of the General Laws, as ap-
-4 pearing in section two of this act, four shall be appointed for
5 terms of three years, four for terms of four years, and five
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6 for terms of five years, as the governor may designate. There-
-7 after, upon the expiration of the term of any such member, his
8 successor shall be appointed for a term of five years, as pro-
-9 vided in said section one hundred and fifty-nine.
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