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By Mr. Donahue, a petition of Maurice A. Donahue for legislation to provide
for the appointment of various administrators in the Department of Mental
Health. Public Welfare.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act relative to the appointment of various administrators
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 28 of Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting the
3 following: —When a vacancy in a position of superintendent
4 of a state hospital or a state school under the control of the
5 Department of Mental Health occurs, the trustees shall ap-
-6 point to such vacancy from a panel of not less than three
7 names submitted by the commissioner, either a physician who
8 is a diplomate in psychiatry of the American Board of Psy-
-9 chiatry & Neurology, Inc., who shall have had at least four

10 years of administrative experience in a major mental health
11 program beyond the completion of his diplomate, or a psy-
-12 chologist who is a diplomate in clinical psychology of the
13 American Board of Examiners in Professional Psychology,
14 Inc., who shall have had at least four years of administrative
15 experience in a major mental health program beyond the
16 completion of his diplomate, or a social worker, who is certi-
-17 fied by the Academy of Certified Social Workers, Inc., who
18 shall have had at least seven years of administrative experi-
-19 ence in a major mental health program beyond the comple-
-20 tion of his certification. If the social worker holds a doctorate
21 in social work only four years of administrative experience
22 will be required. The commissioner may also submit the
23 names of applicants who are board-eligible in psychiatry or
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24 psychology, but who have had at least 10 years of experience
25 in a mental health program, 4 years of which have been in

:6 the administration of a major mental health program. When
27 a vacancy occurs in a position of regional mental health ad-
28 ministrator, or regional mental retardation administrator or
29 regional legal medicine administrator, the commissioner shall
30 choose for appointment to these positions from psychiatrists,
31 psychologists or social workers. Such appointees shall have a
32 doctorate in medicine or psychology, or a master’s degree in
33 social work and shall be eligible for the diplomate in psy-
34 chiatry or psychology, or certification as a social worker from

their respective national boards, and shall have had at least 8
36 years of experience in a mental health program, three years
37 of which has been in the administration of a major mental
38 health program. When a vacancy occurs in a position of as-
39 sociate area director the commissioner shall choose for ap-
40 pointment to these positions from psychiatrists, psychologists
41 or social workers. Such appointees shall have a minimum of a
42 doctorate in medicine, or a master’s degree in psychology or
43 social work, and shall have had at least seven years of experi-
-44 ence in a mental health program, two years of which has been
45 in the administration of a major mental health program.


