
SENATE No. 818
By Mr. Donahue, a petition of Maurice A. Donahue for legislation to estab-

lish the bureau of community development within the Department of Com-
merce and defining the powers and duties of said bureau. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act establishing the bureau of community development

WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The Bureau of Community Development (hereafter re-
-2 ferred to as the “bureau”) is hereby established. The bureau
3 shall be headed by a secretary of community development
4 (hereafter referred to as the “secretary”) appointed by and
5 serving at the pleasure of the governor. The secretary shall
6 appoint and prescribe the duties of such staff as may be neces-
7 sary.

8 Duties of the Secretary. The secretary shall supervise
9 and administer the activities of the bureau and shall advise

10 the governor and the legislative with respect to matters af-
-11 fecting community affairs generally and especially on the role
12 of the state in these affairs.
13 The secretary may delegate any of his functions, powers
14 and duties to such officers and employees of the bureau as
15 he may designate and may authorize such successive re-
-16 delegations of such functions, powers and duties as he may
17 deem desirable.
18 The secretary may submit and adopt all necessary plans;
19 enter into contracts; accept gifts, grants and federal funds;
20 prepare and submit budgets; make rules and regulations; and
21 do all things necessary and proper to carry out this act.
22 All state agencies or any political subdivisions of the state
23 shall provide such assistance and data to the secretary as will
24 enable him to carry out his functions, powers and duties.
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25 The bureau shall have the following functions and responsi-
-26 bilities:
27 (1) Co-operate with and provide technical assistance to
28 county, municipal and regional planning commissions,
29 zoning commissions, parks or recreation boards, com-
30 munity development groups, community action agencies
31 and similar agencies created for the purposes of aiding
32 and encouraging an orderly productive and co-ordinated
33 development of the state.
34 (2) Assist the governor and the legislature in co-ordinating
35 the activities of state agencies which have an impact
36 on the solution of community development problems
37 and the implementation of community plans.
38 (3) Encourage and when requested assist the efforts of local
39 governments to develop mutual and co-operative solu-
40 tions to their common problems.
41 (4) Study existing legal provisions that affect the structure
42 and financing of local government and those state ac-
43 tivities which involve significant relations with local
44 government units; and recommend to the governor and
45 the legislature such changes in these provisions and
46 activities as may seem necessary to strengthen local
47 government.
48 (5) Serve as a clearing house for information, data and
49 other materials which may be helpful or necessary to
50 local governments to discharge their responsibilities.
51 The clearing house should also provide information on
52 available federal and state financial and technical as-
53 sistance.
54 (6) Carry out continuing studies and analyses of the prob-
55 lems faced by communities within the state and develop
56 such recommendations for administrative or legislative
57 action as appear necessary. In carrying out such studies
58 and analyses, particular attention should be paid to
59 the problems of metropolitan, suburban and other areas
60 in which economic and population factors are rapidly
61 changing.
62 (7) Assist and co-operate with other state agencies and
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officials, with official organizations of elected officials
in the state, with local governments and officials, and
with federal agencies and officials, in carrying out the
functions and duties of the bureau, consult with private
groups and individuals, and, if the secretary deems it
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desirable, hold public hearings to obtain information
for the purpose of carrying out this act.
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(8) Develop and test model or demonstration programs and
projects, contract to administer certain functions or
services within a community of the state for such pur-
poses, or to otherwise provide a program of practical
research in the solution of community problems.
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Administration of Programs Affecting Community Affairs
and Development. ■— The secretary shall exercise the state
responsibility for administering, supervising and co-ordinating
the following community affairs and development programs
and shall fully carry out the state role in federal grant pro-
grams applicable to them:
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81 Programs to develop decent, safe and sanitary housing to

serve the needs of all citizens of the community, including
low-rent and middle-income housing constructed by public
authorities or non-profit groups and other publically-assisted
housing authorities; urban-renewal and re-development ac-
tivities to rebuild slum areas, including the provision or super-
vision of relocation services for individuals, families, businesses,
and non-profit organizations to assure that such displaced are
provided with comprehensive re-location and financial as-
sistance.
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91 All applications for federal grants for the purposes of the

program designated under subsection (a) of this section shall
be submitted to the bureau. The secretary shall approve or
disapprove state grants to apply toward the non-federal share
of project costs consistent with section 8. Such approval may
be conditioned upon subsequent approval of the project by an
appropriate federal agency for federal grant funds. Upon ap-
proval of the application, the secretary shall transmit it to
the appropriate federal agency. Any application disapproved
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by the secretary shall be returned to the applicant with written
notice of modifications necessary to make the project eligible,
in terms of state or federal policy.
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Co-ordinating Community Developynent Programs. The
successful discharge of this act demands that all activities and
programs of state agencies which have an impact on com-
munity affairs be fully co-ordinated. State agencies shall co-
operate fully with the secretary, the governor and the legisla-
ture in fulfilling this act. The governor, the secretary and the
legislature may establish such co-ordination, advisory or other
machinery as they may find necessary to carry out this act
and they may issue such rules and regulations as they believe
necessary and desirable to carry out the provisions of this act.
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Authorization for Appropriations and State Grants. Re-
port the secretary shall report annually to the governor
and the legislature on the activities of the bureau and the
nature of existing community problems and shall, together
with the governor, submit such recommendations for legisla-
tive action as may appear desirable and necessary.
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Effective Date. This act will take effect upon acceptance
by the legislature and the governor.
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