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SENATE No. 826
By Mr. Lamson (by request), a petition of P.alph Metcalf for legislation

to establish a board of registration of refrigeration contractors. State Admin-
istration

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act establishing a board of registration of refrigeration
CONTRACTORS.

Be itenacted By theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 63, added by chapter 604 of the acts
3 of 1963, under the caption:

4
5

Scope, Purpose and Appeals

1 Section 1. 0. Scope. The provisions of this Act shall apply
2 to all new refrigerating systems hereinafter installed, to the
3 reinstallation of used equipment, to all existing refrigerating
4 systems, and to all servicing, alterations or additions to exist-
-5 ing refrigeration systems subsequent to its adoption. Provided
6 that this Act shall not apply to refrigerating systems in private
7 passenger motor vehicles using refrigerants designated as
8 Group I Refrigerants in the American Standard Safety Code
9 for Mechanical Refrigeration. ASA 89. 1-1958.

1 Section 1.1. ASA Standard. All refrigerating systems
2 shall be constructed, installed and maintained in accordance
3 with the provisions of the American Standard Safety Code
4 for Mechanical Refrigeration, ASA B 9.1-1958 and with the
5 rules adopted hereunder. This Code provides reasonable safe-
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6 guards to life, limb, health, and property; corrects certain
7 practices which are inconsistent with safety; and prescribes
8 definitions, test procedures, and standards for the installation,
9 maintenance and inspection of refrigerating systems.

1 Section 1. 2. Cooperating Agencies. Nothing herein con-
-2 tained shall be deemed to nullify the federal, state or municipal
3 rules and regulations governing the storage and use of flam-
-4 mable and explosive gases and chemicals, or the requirements
5 of the Interstate Commerce Commission or other federal sta-
-6 tutes governing the transportation and use of hazardous gases,
7 explosive and other flammable substances.

1 Section 1. 3. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to pro-
-2 vide reasonable safety for life and limb. Where, owing to
3 special conditions a literal enforcement of the provisions of
4 the Act will result in unnecessary hardship or involve prac-
-5 tical difficulties, the Board of Rules shall have power upon
6 appeal in specific cases to authorize such variation or modifi-
-7 cation of the terms of this Act as will not be contrary to the
8 public interest and so that the spirit of this Act shall be ob-
-9 served, public safety secured and substantial justice done.

1 Section 1. 4. Appeal from Rulings. Any person aggrieved
2 by any decision, ruling or order of the Commissioner or De-
-3 partment of Safety personnel may take an appeal to the
4 Board of Rules. Such appeal shall be taken within ten (10)
5 days after the decision, ruling or order complained of by filing
6 with the Commissioner a notice of appeal directed to the Board
7 of Rules, specifying the grounds thereof and the relief prayed
8 for. The Commissioner shall forthwith transmit to the Board
9 of Rules all papers constituting the record upon which the

10 decision, ruling or order appealed from has been taken.

1 Section 1. 5. Hearing Before Board of Rules. The Board
2 of Rules shall fix a reasonable time for hearing of the appeal
3 and give due notice thereof by mail to the parties in interest
4 and decide the question within a reasonable time. Exception
5 cases of emergency, such appeal shall act as a stay of any
6 decision, ruling or order until either approved, modified, or
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7 set aside by the Board of Rules. A fee as specified in Sec-
-8 tion 5. 8. shall be deposited with the Department at the time
9 the appeal is filed, and if paid by check or money order, it shall

10 be made payable to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The
11 Board of Rules, upon hearing such appeal, shall either affirm,
12 modify or set aside any such decision, ruling or order. The
13 Department shall refund the fee if a decision is rendered in
14 favor of the appellant.

1 For the purpose of this Act the following definitions shall
2 apply;
3 Section 2. 0. Additional Definitions. The definitions, as set
4 forth in Section 2 of the American Standard Safety Code for
5 Mechanical Refrigeration, ASA 89. 1-1958, shall be applicable
6 to this Act.

1 Section 2.1. Alter. The addition to or removal of any
2 equipment or refrigerant in a refrigerating system by which
3 the refrigerant, refrigerant capacity, refrigerating capacity,
4 pressure allowed or location of any part of the system is
5 changed.

1 Section 2. 2. Board of Rules. The Board of Rules of the
2 Department of Public Safety in the Commonwealth of Massa-
-3 chusetts.

1 Section 2. 4. Contractor. Any person duly licensed by the
2 Commonwealth of Massachusetts under the provisions of this
3 Act to install, alter or service or to contract to install, alter
4 or service refrigerating systems in the Commonwealth of
5 Massachusetts.

1 Section 2.5. Department. Where used herein the word

Definitions

1 Section 2. 3. Commissioner. The Commissioner of Public
2 Safety.

SECTION 2
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2 “Department” shall mean the Department of Safety of the
3 Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1 Section 2.6. Existing Installation. An existing installa-
-2 tion is a refrigerating system or a part of a refrigerating
3 system installed prior to the effective date of the Act, or for
4 which an application for permit for an installation or altera-
-5 tion was filed with the Department prior to the effective date
6 of the Act.

1 Section 2.7. Major Replacements. Replacements such as
2 compressors, receivers, condensers, heat exchangers, etc.
3 and any length of piping in excess of one and one-half (1%)
4 inch nominal diameter and piping up to and including one
5 and one-half (1y2 ) inch nominal diameter when more than a
6 twenty (20) foot run of such piping is replaced.

1 Section 2. 8. Person. The word “person” where used herein
2 shall mean every natural person, firm, co-partnership, asso-
-3 ciation or corporation and their legal successors.

1 Section 2.9. Supervising Employee. Such individuals as
2 are qualified by written and oral examinations to act as em-
-3 ployee in responsible charge of all installations, alterations, or
4 servicing performed in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
5 by a person licensed as a Refrigeration Contractor in the Com-
-6 monwealth of Massachusetts.

Contractors Licenses

1 Section 3.0. License Required. No person shall install,
2 alter or service nor contract to install, alter or service any
3 refrigerant containing part of any refrigerating system in
4 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts without first securing
5 a refrigeration contractor license therefor. Such licenses shall
6 be issued by the Commissioner to qualified applicants in ac-
-7 cordance with the recommendation of the Board of Examiners.

1 Section 3.1. Board of Examiners. The Board of Examin-

SECTION 3
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ers shall consist of five (5) members appointed by the Gov-
ernor to advise the Commissioner on matters relating to
examinations required by the Act. The appointees shall con-
sist of two (2) members from the Department, two (2) mem-
bers licensed as refrigeration contractors, and one (1) member
who is a user of refrigeration equipment as covered by this
Act. The terms of the latter three (3) members shall be for
one, two and three years respectively, after which each mem-
ber, with the exception of the Department members, shall
hold office for a term of three years. The Board shall report
to and be directly responsible to the Commissioner. The mem-
bers shall be citizens of the United States and residents of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and shall be qualified by
training and experience in the matters covered by this Act
Any vacancy occurring on the Board shall be filled by the
Governor for the remainder of any unexpired term.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Section 3. 2. Authority of Board of Examiners. The Board
of Examiners is hereby authorized to adopt rules and regula-
tions necessary to make effective the contractor licensing pro-
visions of this Act.

1
2
3
4

Section 3. 3. Application Forms. Application for Refriger-
ation Contractor’s License shall be made on forms furnished
for such purpose by the Department. The application, in affi-
davit form shall, as a minimum, provide the following in-
formation:

1
2
3
4
5

1. Name, age and address of applicant;
2. Refrigeration experience of applicant;
3. If applicant is a corporation

6
7
8
9 a. Full and accurate corporate name;

b. When and where incorporated;10
11 c. Full name and addresses of officers of corporation;
12 d. Name and refrigeration experience of officer or super-

vising employee designated to take the examination
for the corporation;

13
14
15 4. If applicant is a partnership

a. Names and addresses thereof and the name and re-16
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17 frigeration experience of the partner or supervising
18 employee designated to take the examination for the
19 partnership;
20 5. If the applicant conducts business under a trade or as-
-21 sumed name, the following additional information
22 shall be given
23 a. Complete and full trade name
24 b. Name of the person or persons doing business under
25 such trade or assumed name.

1 Section 3.4. Examination Required. The Board of Ex-
-2 aminers shall determine, by written and oral examination, the
3 qualifications of an applicant in accordance with the sworn
4 affidavit submitted. The Board of Examiners shall determine
5 the time and place for such examinations. There shall be at
6 least three (3) members of the Board of Examiners present
7 at the oral examination of any applicant.

1 Section 3. 5. Experience Required. Except as provided in
2 paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, no license shall be
3 issued until the applicant has shown to the Board of Exam-
-4 iners by sworn affidavit that he, or it, has been actively en-
5 gaged in the installation or servicing, or both, of actual installa-
-6 tions of refrigerating systems for a period of at least three (3)
7 years for Class A applicants, four (4) years for Class B appli-
-8 cants, and five (5) years for Class C applicants, or has in his
9 regular employ, and actively in charge, a supervising employee

10 who has been previously engaged in the installation or servic-
-11 ing of actual installation of refrigerating systems for a period
12 of at least three (3) years for Class A applicants, four (4)
13 years for Class B applicants and five (5) years for Class C
14 applicants. The applicant in the sworn affidavit shall show the
15 refrigerants and sizes of refrigerating systems with which he
16 has familiarized himself during his actual engagement or edu-
-17 cation in the installation or servicing, or both, of refrigerating
18 systems.
19 (a) Credit varying up to maximum of three (3) years of
20 actual experience in the installation or servicing of refrigerat-
-21 ing systems shall be extended to any applicant who is a reg-
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istered professional engineer, or who possesses at least a Bach-
elor of science Degree in Mechanical or Chemical Engineering,
or who is a graduate of a refrigeration trade school, provided
that a minimum of two (2) years of practical experience on
actual installations or servicing, or both, shall be required for
all applicants.

22
23
24
25
26
27

Section 3. 6. Age. Persons making application shall have
attained a minimum of twenty-one (21) years of age.

1
2

Section 3. 7. Classification and Limitation. A refrigeration
contractor license shall be classified and limited as to definite
refrigerants and size of refrigerating systems with which the
applicant is familiar in installing or servicing, and the applicant
shall be licensed for that particular refrigerant or refrigerants
and size of systems; provided, however, that any person may
make application for and receive a license to engage in the
installation and servicing of all sizes of refrigerating systems
containing any, or all, approved refrigerants.

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Contractor Licenses shall be classified as follows:10
(a) Class “A” License —Limited to the installation and

servicing of completely self-contained domestic boxes for
private use in residential occupancies;

11
12
13

(b) Restricted License Limited to the installation of self-
contained refrigerating systems used for air condition-
ing for human comfort and employing Group I refrig-
erants, installed only in residential, commercial or indus-
trial type occupancies, when actuated by motors or en-
gines of not in excess of seven and one-half (7]/•>) horse-
power. The holder of this class license may not service
any of the refrigerant-containing parts of the system;

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

(c) Class “B” License Limited to the installation and
servicing of refrigerating systems actuated by motors
or engines of not in excess of seven and one-half (7y2 )

horsepower;

22
23
24
25

(d) Class “C” License Unlimited as to horsepower for
installations and servicing.

26
27

Section 3. 8. Supervising Employee. The application shall1
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2 name the supervising employee as well as the employer when
3 an application is made for a license based on the regular em-
-4 ploy of a supervising employee.

1 Section 3.9. Termination of Services. Should the qualified
2 supervising employee’s services terminate, the installation and
3 service operations of the employer shall cease and it shall be
4 unlawful to continue such operations until another supervising
5 employee is certified for the employer by the Board of Exam-
-6 iners, provided that a ten (10) day period may be allowed for
7 the employer, with the approval of the Board of Examiners,
8 to replace him by a qualified supervising employee. This De-
-9 partment shall be notified in writing by both the employee and

10 the employer when such change takes place and the new super-
-11 vising employee’s name shall be entered on the current license
12 and application.

1 Section. 3.10. Renewal, Suspension and Revocation. All re-
-2 frigeration contractor licenses shall expire on the thirty-first
3 day of December of every current year and shall be renewable
4 within sixty (60) days thereafter. Licenses may be revoked or
5 suspended by the Commissioner upon recommendation of the
6 Board of Examiners.
7 Such revocation or suspension shall be made in the following
8 manner: The Licensee shall be given a seven days’ notice that
9 his license will be suspended or revoked, and the reason or rea-

10 sons therefor, unless good cause is shown to the contrary at a
11 hearing provided before the Board of Examiners. Pending the
12 hearing the Commissioner may forthwith suspend such license
13 if the circumstances, in his opinion, justify such action. After
14 the hearing, the Board of Examiners shall make its recom-
-15 mendations to the Commissioner who may suspend or revoke
16 the license if such action, in his opinion, is in the best interest
17 of the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
18 It shall be unlawful in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
19 for any person whose license has been suspended, revoked or
20 not renewed to engage in the business of installing, altering,
21 or servicing, or contracting to install, alter or service any re-
-22 frigerant containing part of any refrigerating system until such
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23 expired license has been renewed or such suspended or revoked
24 license has been reinstated.

1 Section 3.11. Cause for Suspension or Revocation. The
2 cause for which a refrigeration contractor license may be
3 suspended or revoked shall be gross incompetence, gross
4 neglect, deliberate misrepresentation or wilful failure to comply
5 with the requirements of the Act.

Permits and Fees

1 Section 4.0. Permits Required. No person shall install,
2 alter or make major replacements, such as receivers, con-
-3 densers, compressors, piping, etc., in any part of a refrigeration
4 system except as herein provided until such person has filed
5 with the Department and received an approved permit for the
6 work specificially intended on each individual system except as
7 exempt from this requirement by Section 4.1; provided that in
8 cases of emergency the permit shall be obtained within seventy-
-9 two (72) hours from the time that the installation, alteration

10 or major replacement was started.

1 Section 4.1. Permits Not Required. Permits are not re-
-2 quired for the installation of refrigerating systems in the fol-
-3 lowing capacities and occupancies, provided that such unit sys-
-4 terns and/or units and systems comply with all other require-
-5 ments of this Code.
6 (a) SINGLE OR TWO-FAMILY RESIDENCES.

Systems containing ten (10) pounds or less of refriger-7
8 ant and/or actuated by motors or engines of one (1)
9 horsepower or less.

10 (b) OTHER RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCIES.
11 Self-contained unit systems containing ncSelf-contained unit systems containing not more than
12 six (6) pounds of refrigerant when actuated by motors
13 or engines of one (1) horsepower or less, with the ex-
14 ception of all systems of any rating which are so in-
15 stalled as to project over public sidewalks or thorough-
16 fares.

SECTION 4
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17 (c) COMMERCIAL OCCUPANCIES.
18 NEW self-contained unit system;NEW self-contained unit systems containing not more
19 than six (6) pounds of a Group I refrigerant when
20 actuated by motors or engines of one (1) horsepower or
21 less, with the exception of all systems of any rating
22 which are so installed as to project over public sidewalks
23 or thoroughfares.
24 (d) INDUSTRIAL OCCUPANCIES.
25 NEW self-contained unit systenNEW self-contained unit systems containing not more
26 than twenty (20) pounds of a Group I refrigerant when
27 actuated by motors or engines of one (1) horsepower or
28 less, with the exception of all systems of any rating
29 which are so installed as to project over public sidewalks
30 or thoroughfares.
31 (e) PORTABLE VEHICLES.
32 Units and/or systems inslUnits and/or systems installed on portable vehicles used
33 on public thoroughfares for the purpose of producing
34 refrigeration for trucks, trailers, buses and similar con-
35 veyances.

1 Section 4. 2. Application for Permit. Permit applications
2 shall be made on forms provided by the Department and shall
3 contain information deemed pertinent by the Department for
4 the proper description and completion of the work intended.

1 Section 4. 3. Ventilating or Air Circulating Systems. Ven-
-2 tilating or air circulating systems to be used in conjunction
3 with refrigerating systems shall not be installed, or any alter-
-4 ation made that affects the installation provisions of this Act
5 and the safety of the refrigerating system without a permit
6 approved by the Department.

1 Section 4. 4. Blueprints Required. Blueprints or suitable
2 sketches shall be submitted for all refrigerating systems in-

stalled, except unit or other systems for which pertinent
4 Ordinance requirements can be shown on the application for
5 permits.

1 Section 4. 5. Details on Blueprints. Blueprints shall be made
2 in duplicate, shall be drawn to a workable scale and shall bear
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all pertinent data relating to the installation, such as construc-
tion and location of machinery room and method of its venti-
lation; size and locating of piping, valves, fittings and safety
devices; volume of rooms where applicable to the Ordinance;
location of ducts and plenum chambers and protective devices
appertaining thereto.

3
4
D
6
7
8

Section 4. 6. Failure to Obtain Permit. Refrigerating sys-
tems installed, altered or to which a major replacement was
made within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts subsequent
to the passage of the Act without a permit having first been
obtained as herein provided for shall constitute a violation of
this Act. A written notice shall be given to the owner or user
of the refrigerating system of such condition and such refrig-
erating system or part thereof shall not be operated until a
permit is issued, an inspection made and approval is granted
by the Department.

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10

Section 4. 7. Sale and Purchase of Refrigerants. The sale
or purchase of gases or liquids which are intended for use as
refrigerants in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall not
be made other than to or by the following: distributors, job-
bers, manufacturers, holders of Class “A”, “B”, or “C” Re-
frigeration Contractor Licenses and then only those refriger-
ants specified on their licenses, or persons having a permit
from the Department.

1
2
3
4
b

6
7
8

2 tions, etc., shall be determined by the Board of Rules of the
3 Department, subject to the following minimum and maximum
4 amounts:

1 Section 4. 8. Fees. The fees for permits, licenses, examina-

Minimum Maximum
(a) Refrigeration Contractor License $lO.OO $50.00
(b) Registration of License 10.00 25.00
(c) Examination Contractor License 5.00 10.00
(d) Permit for Installation, Alteration or

Major Replacement - 1.00 50.00
(e) Annual Inspection License 1.00 25.00
(f) Biennial Inspection License 5.00 20.00
(g) Special or Shop Inspection 5.00 50.00
(h) Hearing before Board of Rules 5.00 25.00
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1 Section 4.9. Collection of Fees. The fees for permits,
2 licenses, examinations, etc., required under the provisions of
3 this Act shall be collected by the Bureau of Licenses and Per-
-4 mits of the Department.

Inspection License and Accidents

1 Section 5.0. Inspection License Required. No person
2 shall use or cause for use any refrigerating system or compres-
-3 sor unit which is subject to annual or biennial inspections
4 under the provisions of this Act without first securing a li-
-5 cense for such use from the Department. This license in the
6 case of equipment installed under current installation permit
7 requirements and not previously inspected by the Department,
8 will be issued by the Department without charge after inspec-
-9 tion and approval of the equipment. Failure to secure such li-

-10 cense shall constitute a violation of this Act.

1 Section 5.1. Annual Inspection License, An inspection li-
-2 cense shall be renewed annually upon payment of a fee as
3 provided in Section 4. 8 on the date established by the Board
4 of Rules of the Department for each refrigerating system or
5 compressor unit subject to annual inspections under the pro-
-6 visions of this Act. Failure to renew the annual inspection li-
-7 cense shall constitute a violation of this Act.

1 Section 5.2. Biennial Inspection License. An inspection
2 license shall be renewed biennially upon payment of a fee as
3 provided in Section 4. 8 on the date established by the Board
4 of Rules of the Department for each building equipped with a
5 multiple domestic system or systems and subject to biennial
6 inspections under the provisions of this Act. Failure to re-
-7 new the biennial inspection license shall constitute a violation
8 of this Act.

1 Section 5.3. Classifications of Systems and Compressor
2 Units. For the purpose of classification and establishing li-
-3 cense fees, refrigerating systems and compressor units shall be
4 divided into the following groups:

SECTION 5
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Refrigerating Systems or Compressor Units Other Than
Multiple Domestic Systems:

5
6

Group A —ll/2 to 5 horsepower, inclusive;
Group B 6 to 50 horsepower, inclusive;
Group C Over 50 horsepower capacity.

7
8
9

Buildings Equipped with Multiple Domestic Systems:
Group D Systems serving 4 to 10 apartments, inclusive;
Group E Systems serving 11 to 20 apartments, inclu-
sive;
Group F Systems serving 21 to 30 apartments, inclu-
sive;

10
11
12
13
14
15

Group G Systems serving 31 or more apartments.16

Section 5.4. Notification of Accident by Licensee. The
holder of the inspection license of any refrigerating system or
compressor unit covered by this Act shall immediately notify
the Department of every accident involving personal injury or
damage to any refrigerant-containing part of the system,
and shall afford the Department every facility for investigating
such accident.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section 5. 5. Unlawful to Use System Following Accident.
Where an accident involves damage to any refrigerant-con-
taining part of the system, it shall be unlawful to use such re-
frigerating system until after an investigation is made and ap-
proval for continued use is granted by a representative of the
Department.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Inspection and Enforcement
Section 6. 0. Frequency of Inspections. It shall be the duty

of the Commissioner and his authorized assistants to;
1
2
3 (a) Make an inspection of all refrigerating systems and

equipment which require an installation, alteration or
major replacement permit.

4
5
6 (b) Make biennial inspections of all multiple domestic sys-

tems serving more than three families.7
8 (c) Make annual inspections in other than single and two-

SECTION 6
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9 family residences of the following refrigerating systems
10 used for air conditioning for human comfort:
11 (1) Self-contained unit systems having a refrigerant-
12 containing capacity of over ten (10) pounds when
13 actuated by motors or engines having a standard
14 rating of more than two (2) horsepower.
15 (2) Systems other than the self-contained type when
16 actuated by motors or engines having a standard
17 rating of over one (1) horsepower.
18 (d) Make annual inspections in other than single and two-
-19 family residences of refrigerating systems used for pur-
20 poses other than air conditioning for human comfort
21 when actuated by motors or engines having a standard
22 rating of more than one (1) horsepower.
23 Units or systems installed in single and two-family resi-
-24 dences, or installed on portable vehicles used on public
25 thoroughfares for the purpose of producing refrigeration for
26 trucks, trailers, buses and similar conveyances shall be exempt
27 from the periodic inspection requirements of this Section.

1 Section 6.1. Power to Test and Inspect. The Commis-
-2 sioner and his authorized assistants are hereby empowered to
3 make or cause to be made such tests and inspections as are
4 deemed necessary for the purpose of safety and health and the
5 enforcement of the Act to ascertain the condition of the pip-
-6 ing, tubing, fittings, apparatus and machinery used in any re-
-7 frigerating system.

1 Section 6. 2. Reports of Inspectors. The inspectors of the
2 Department shall make a written report of each inspection
3 and file same in the records of the Department. When re-
-4 quested, a copy of such report shall be mailed to the owner
5 or holder of the inspection license.

1 Section 6.3. Equipment Found Unsafe. If upon inspection of
2 equipment covered by this Act it is found that the use thereof
3 would be dangerous to life or property, the Department shall
4 thereupon serve a written notice of the findings upon the
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owner, holder of the installation permit or holder of the in-
spection license stating a time when repairs must be completed,
except that where the work or repairs required is in the na-
ture of an emergency whereby human life is endangered, such
work or repairs may be ordered to be done at once and the
equipment sealed out of service as provided in Sec. 6. 4. After
the service of such notice, it shall be the duty of the owner,
holder of the installation permit or holder of the inspection li-
cense to proceed within the time allowed to make such re-
pairs or changes as are necessary to place said equipment in
a safe condition, and it shall be unlawful to operate such equip-
ment after the date stated in such notice except where an ex-
tension of time, in writing, has been secured from the Depart-
ment, unless such repairs or changes have been made and the
equipment accepted by the Department.

5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Section 6.4. Power to Seal Equipment Out of Service.
The Department, in addition to the penalties provided in Sec-
tion 8. 0 of this Act. shall have the power to close down any
refrigerating equipment for the following reasons;

1
2
3
4

(a) When in case of emergency, in the opinion of the in-
spector, any equipment covered by this Act is in such
condition as to render it unsafe for operation.

5
6
7

(b) For wilful failure to comply with recommendations is-
sued by the Department for the correction of violations.

8
9

Section 6. 5. Notice of Sealing Out of Service. Before
sealing any refrigerating equipment out of service, the Depart-
ment, except in case of emergency, shall serve written notice
upon the holder of the inspection license, stating its intention
to seal the equipment out of service and the reasons therefor.

1
2
3
4
5

1 Section 6. 6. Unlawful to Remove Seal. Any device sealed
2 out of service by the Department shall be plainly marked with
3 a sign or tag indicating the reason for such closing down, and
4 any defacing or removal of such sign or tag, or any tamper-
5 ing with or removal of such seal without the approval of the
6 Department, shall constitute a violation of this Act.
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Installation Requirements

1 Section 7. 0. General. In addition to the requirements as
2 provided in the American Standard Safety Code for Mechani-
-3 cal Refrigeration ASA 89. 1-1958 and adopted for the pur-
-4 pose of this Act in Section 1.1, the requirements as provided
5 in the following sections of this article shall also apply.

1 Section 7.1. Soldered Joints on Copper Tubing. Soldered
2 joints on copper tubing used in all refrigerating systems, ex-
-3 cept approved self-contained units containing six (6) pounds or
4 less of a Group 1 refrigerant, in buildings for institutional and
5 public assembly uses, and in refrigerating systems containing
6 more than twenty (20) pounds of refrigerant gas in buildings
7 of other use groups shall be fabricated with solders or alloys
8 having melting points of not less than one thousand (1000) de-
-9 grees F.

1 Section 7.2. Valves on Water Connections. When city
2 water is connected to any refrigerant-containing component of
3 a refrigerating system (e.g. shell-and-tube condensers, double-
-4 pipe condensers, water-jacketed compressor cylinders, etc.)
5 in such a way that there would be direct contact between city
6 water and the refrigerant upon leakage through the wall
7 separating the two fluids, the following provisions shall apply:
8 (a) The water control valve, either manually or auto-
-9 matically operated, shall be located on the inlet side of

10 the refrigerant-containing component; and
11 (b) There shall be no automatically or manually operated
12 water shutoff valve in the discharge piping from the re-
-13 frigerant-containing component; except where two or
14 more components are served in parallel from a com-
-15 mon water supply connections.

1 Section 7. 3. Installation in Windows or Other Wall Open-
-2 ings. Refrigerating systems or units installed in windows, tran-
-3 soms or other such wall openings shall rest upon building
4 members of sufficient strength to safely support their weight.

SECTION 7
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5 Such units or systems shall be adequately supported by metal
6 brackets securely anchored or attached to the building. The
7 brackets exposed to weather shall be of suitable design, thick-
-8 ness, etc. to withstand corrosion for a prolonged period.
9 Bracket attachments or anchors shall be so located as to be

10 readily accessible for inspection, terminating within the build-
-11 ing if necessary to meet this requirement. No refrigerating
12 system or unit shall extend beyond the building in such a man-
-13 ner as to create an obstacle to pedestrian or vehicular traffic,
14 not shall encroach into a required yard.

1 Section 7. 4. Air Duct Systems. Air duct systems shall be
2 designed, constructed and installed in accordance with the
3 Official Building Ordinance of the Commonwealth of Massa-
-4 chusetts.

1 Section 7.5. Equipment Not Covered by Code. Upon
2 recommendation by the Department, the Commissioner may
3 approve the use of any approved design, material, construc-
-4 tion or device not now covered by the code but consistent
5 therewith.

1 Section 7. 6. Concealed Equipment. Soft annealed copper
2 tubing which is concealed shall be encased in rigid conduit, ex-
-3 cept that such tubing completely buried in concrete may be
4 encased in flexible conduit. Hard copper tubing which is
5 buried underground or under the lowest floor of a building
6 shall be encased in rigid conduit. Hard copper tubing which
7 is completely buried in concrete shall be encased in either
8 rigid or flexible conduit. Permanent inspection openings shall
9 be provided in the covering of concealed tubing joints. It shall

10 be unlawful for owners, contractors or workmen to lath over,
11 or in any way conceal any piping, outlet boxes, or other part
12 of a refrigerating system until an inspection has been made
13 thereof and due notice given that the work has been passed
14 upon by the Department. In case any obstruction has been
15 placed so as to conceal any piping or part of the installation
16 before the Department has made an inspection thereof, the
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17 Department may remove or cause to be removed any such
18 lath or obstruction which may conceal the work so that proper
19 inspection may be made. Under urgent conditions, upon proper
20 notification, it shall be the duty of the Department to make a
21 proper inspection within seventy-two (72) hours from the time
22 it is notified.

1 Section 7.7. Certificate of Inspection. When any new
2 work, whether installation, alteration or major replacement,
3 for which a permit is required under the provisions of this
4 Act, has been completed to the satisfaction of the Depart-
-5 ment, there shall be issued upon request of the licensee doing
6 said work, a certificate of inspection certifying that the in-
-7 stallation is in accordance with the provisions of this Act and
8 that the refrigerating system may be operated. Such cer-
-9 tificate shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the proximity

10 of the compressor.

1 Section 7.8. Other Refrigerants. No refrigerating sys-
-2 tern shall be maintained or operated employing a refrigerant
3 other than is specified in this Act without a permit issued by
4 the Department, upon such conditions consistent with the pro-
-5 visions of this Act as are deemed necessary in the interest of
6 public safety by the Commissioner.

1 Section 7. 9. Charging or Removing Refrigerants. Charg-
-2 ing a system with a refrigerant or removing same therefrom
3 shall be done by a licensed refrigeration contractor, his au-
-4 thorized employee or employees or by persons licensed by the
5 Department as First or Second Class Refrigeration Operators
6 provided that in case of fire or emergency, the system may be
7 discharged by the Fire Department.

1 Section 7.10. Authority of Other Departments. Nothing
2 in this Act shall be construed as limiting the authority of this
3 Department or other Departments in making inspections under
4 their respective regulations. All applicable Ordinances and
5 regulations of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall be
6 adhered to.
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1 Section 7.11. Retroactivity. Existing installations, if in
2 good repair, may be continued in their present form, provided
3 that such installations conform basically to approved stand-
-4 ards and present no apparent hazards through methods of in-
-5 stallation or operation.

1 Section 8. 0. Penalties. Any person or any one acting in
2 behalf of said person violating any of the provisions of this
3 Act or any rules, regulations or codes lawfully promulgated
4 or adopted hereunder, shall upon conviction thereof be subject
5 to a fine of not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars or
6 to imprisonment for a period of not more than ninety (90)
7 days, or to both such fine and imprisonment in the discretion
8 of the Court. Each day that a violation of the Act is continued
9 or permitted to exist without compliance shall constitute a

10 separate offense punishable upon conviction in the manner pre-
-11 scribed in this section.

1 Section 8.1. Severability. If any clause, sentence, para-
-2 graph or part of this Act, or the application thereof to any
3 person or circumstance, shall for any reason be adjudged by
4 a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or in-
-5 valid, said judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the
6 remainder of this Act and the application of such provision to
7 other persons or circumstances, but shall be confined in its
8 operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph or part thereof
9 directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment

10 shall have been rendered and to the person or circumstances
11 involved. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent of
12 this body that the Act would have been adopted and such
13 invalid provision not been included.

1 Section 8. 2. Saving Clause. Any prosecution arising from
2 a violation of any Act repealed herein, which prosecution may
3 be pending at the time this Act became effective, or any
4 prosecution which may be started within one (1) year after

Penalties, Severability, Saving and Repeal Clauses

SECTION 8
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5 the date of effect of this Act in consequence of any violation
6 of any Act repealed herein which violation was committed
7 previous to the date of effect of this Act shall be tried and de-
-8 termined exactly as if such Act had not been repealed.


