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By Mr. Ames, a petition of Charlotte Ryan, John J. Conte and Oliver F. Ames
for legislation relative to the determination of school tax rates. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

An Act relative to the determination of school tax rates.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

cThf fflonimmuiu'alth of IfUuwadmartlo

1 Section 1. Chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 23C, as most recently amended
3 by Section 38 of Chapter 14 of the Acts of 1966, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following:
5 Section 23C. The assessors shall annually determine the
6 school tax rate and the general tax rate of the town in the
7 manner hereinafter provided, and shall certify the same to the
8 collector for inclusion in the tax bill or notice in accordance
9 with the provisions of section three A of chapter sixty. For

10 such purpose the assessors shall first determine the school
11 assessment by deducting from total school appropriations the
12 estimated amount of school income together with the school
13 percentage of estimated general receipts and by adding to the
14 amount then remaining the school percentage of any overlay
15 for abatements. The school tax rate shall then be computed by
16 the assessors by dividing such school assessment by the total
17 valuation of real and personal property in thousands of dol-
-18 lars. The general tax rate shall be determined by deducting
19 the school tax rate from the total tax rate as determined
20 under the provisions of this chapter. The school committee
21 and the town accountant, auditor or other officer having
22 similar duties, shall, on request of the assessors, furnish such
23 information as may be required for the purposes of this section.
24 As used in this section, the following words shall have the
25 following meanings;
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26 “School appropriations”, the total amount appropriated or
27 lawfully expended since the last preceding annual assessment
28 and not provided for therein for the support and maintenance
29 of public schools, for the payment of principal and interest
30 on any debt incurred for school purposes, and for all other
31 school purposes as defined in chapters sixty-nine, seventy-one,
32 seventy-four and seventy-six, including the transportation of
33 pupils, and any penalty required to be raised under the pro-
-34 visions of section thirty-four of chapter seventy-one.
35 “School income”, the total of: (a) all estimated receipts of
36 the school committee; (b) all estimated receipts of school aid
37 under subsection (b) of section eighteen A of chapter fifty-
-38 eight; (c) any other estimated receipts under any provisions
39 of chapters sixty-nine, [seventy,] seventy-one, seventy-four,
40 and seventy-six; (d) amounts appropriated for school pur-
-41 poses to be taken from available funds; and (e) any other
42 reimbursements, grants, or gifts from any source whatsoever
43 assigned or intended for school purposes, as hereinbefore de-
-44 fined, and applicable to the school appropriations of the year.
45 “General receipts”, the total of: (a) amounts voted to be
46 taken from available funds for the reduction of taxes; (b)
47 estimated receipts from the commonwealth in reimbursement
48 for publicly owned land; (c) estimated receipts from the com-
-49 monwealth under paragraphs (1), (2) and (4) of subsection
50 (A) of section eighteen A of chapter fifty-eight; (d) estimated
51 receipts from licenses, fines, and the excise on motor vehicles
52 and trailers, and from interest on taxes, assessments and de-
-53 posits; and (e) any other estimated receipts from the common-
-54 wealth or the federal government available without limitation
55 to meet any expenditure of the town and not assigned or in-
-56 tended for any special purpose.
57 “School percentage”, the proportion that total school ap-
-58 propriations bear to the gross amount to be raised, as de-
-59 termined by the assessors in computing the total tax rate,
60 after deducting from such gross amount (a) the overlay for
61 abatements, and (b) any appropriations for public service
62 enterprises and the service of any outstanding indebtedness
63 incurred therefor.



1967.] SENATE —No. 837. 3

-I

■4

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage and
2 shall apply to tax bills or notices for tax assessed in nineteen
3 hundred and sixty-seven and thereafter.
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