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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven.

3
An Act relative to the transfer of patients from the bridge-

water STATE HOSPITAL.

Be it enacted by theSenate and Hov.se of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The seventh paragraph of section 20 of chapter
2 123 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 5 of chapter

3 637 of the acts of 1955, is hereby amended by striking out
* 4 the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following

5 sentence: —On the request of a superintendent of any state
6 hospital, the commissioner may transfer to the state hospital
7 division at Bridgewater for a period not to exceed thirty days
8 any male patient who has made two or more attempts to es-
-9 cape, or whose conduct has been such as to render him danger-

-10 ous to other patients or the personnel of the hospital or school.
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1 Section 2. Section 22A of said chapter 123 as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 596 of the acts of 1963, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out the third paragraph and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following paragraph;
5 Upon the certification of the medical director of the Bridge-
-6 water state hospital that any patient who has been transferred
7 from another state hospital or who has been otherwise com-
8 mitted to the Bridgewater state hospital and is no longer under

" 9 sentence, is not an escape risk or dangerous to other patients
10 or personnel and is thereby a fit subject for transfer to a state
11 hospital, the commissioner of correction shall request the com-
-12 missioner of mental health to execute such a transfer and

•% 13 shall transmit a copy of such certification with such request.9
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14 Within thirty days the commissioner of mental health shall
15 communicate his approval of such transfer request to the com-
-16 missioner of correction and execute the transfer or shall re-
-17 quest a hearing before any court having jurisdiction over
18 original commitments under sections fifty and fifty-one. The
19 court shall hear and determine whether or not the patient
20 is a fit subject for transfer. If the court determines that the
21 patient is a fit subject for transfer, it shall order the patient
22 transferred. If the commissioner of mental health fails to ap-
-23 prove such request or to request such hearing within the
24 thirty-day period provided, he shall be deemed to have ap-
-25 proved such transfer. All transfers which have been approved
26 or ordered by any of the aforesaid procedures shall be made
27 forthwith and to a state hospital designated by the commis-
28 sioner of mental health.


