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Senate, August 8, 1967.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was
referred the Senate Bill reorganizing the department of public
welfare and administration of the public welfare system of the
commonwealth (Senate, No. 1314, amended) reports recommend-
ing that the same be amended by substituting therefor a new draft
entitled “An Act reorganizing the department of public welfare
and providing for the direct administration of the public welfare
system of the commonwealth by said department” (Senate, No.
1350), and that, when so amended, the same will be correctly
drawn.

For the committee,

JOHN E. HARRINGTON, Jr
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven,

An Act reorganizing the department of public welfare and
PROVIDING FOR THE DIRECT ADMINISTRATION OF THE PUBLIC WEL-
FARE SYSTEM OF THE COMMONWEALTH BY SAID DEPARTMENT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to reorganize the department of
3 public welfare of the commonwealth and to provide for direct
4 'administration of and full payment for all public welfare pro-
-5 grams by the commonwealth, to establish community service
6 centers throughout the commonwealth to administer public
7 welfare programs, and to allow the commonwealth to take
8 the maximum advantage of federal assistance to public wel-
-9 fare programs, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-

-10 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
11 public health and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by
2 striking out Chapter 18 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following chapter:

4

5

6 Section 1. There shall be a department of public welfare,
7 in this chapter called the department.

8 Section 2. (A) The department shall provide and admin-
-9 ister throughout the commonwealth a comprehensive public

10 welfare program, including the following services:
11 (1) case work or counseling including social services to
12 families or individuals; the provision of financial as-

CHAPTER 18

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE
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sistance to those in economic need and the determina-
tion of eligibility for the categorical public assistance
provided under the Federal-State programs; care and
rehabilitation of the aging; comprehensive family and
child welfare services; referral for health services and
medical care; and other forms of social welfare service
to families and individuals as needed;

13
14
15
1G
17
18
19

protective services for children, unmarried mothers,
the againg, and other adults;

(2)20

121
*

22 legal services as they relate to social problems;
foster family care for children, the aging, the disabled
and the handicapped;

(3)
(4)23

24
adoption services;
Homemaker services;

(5)
(6)
(7)

25
26

day care facilities and services for children, the aging,
the disabled and the handicapped;

27
28

residential care of dependent, disturbed, maladjusted or
handicapped children or aging persons not suited to
foster family care;

(8)29
30
'3l
32 sheltered work for the disabled and the handicapped;

informal education and group activities as needed for
families, children, the aging, the disabled and the handi-
capped;

(9)
(10)33

34
35
36 (11) training in responsible parenthood and home manage-

ment for parents and for prospective parents;
social services for newcomers to an area or community
to assist in adjustment to a new environment and new
resources;

37
38 (12)
39
40
41 (13) information and referral services.

4242 In order that said services be adapted, organized and c0,43
,43 ordinated to meet the needs of certain ■ population groups,
44 each community service center shall provide programs of
45 service for:
46 (a) families, children and unmarried parents, which pro-
-47 gram shall, among other objectives, serve to assist,

strengthen and encourage family life for the protection
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and care of children, assist and encourage the use by
any family of all available resources to this end, and
provide substitute care of children only when the family
itself or the resources available to the family are un-
able to provide the necessary care and protection to
insure the rights of any child to sound health and

49
50
51
52
53
54

normal physical, mental, spiritual and moral develop-
ment.

55
56

(b) the aging and other adults in need of social, financial,
legal, health, rehabilitation, employment, or other serv-
ices.

57
58
59

(c) other population groups who require special adaptation
of the services provided because of special needs.

60
61

(B) The department shall:62
63 (a) formulate the policies, procedures and rules necessary

for the full and efficient implementation of programs
authorized by the laws of the commonwealth and fed-
eral laws in the area of public welfare;

64
65
66
67 (b) administer the services, funds and personnel necessary

for such public welfare programs throughout the com-
monwealth;

68
69
70 (c) establish high standards of public welfare service and

shall strive to elevate such standards;71
72 (d) provide the range of public welfare services on a fair,

just and equitable basis to all people in need of such
services;

73
74

(e) collaborate, with other departments of the common-
wealth which are in fields related to social welfare, and
with voluntary or private agencies or organizations to
assure efficient and high quality health, mental health,
social, educational, correctional, and employment serv-
ices for persons who are unable for social or economic \

reasons to provide such services for themselves;

75
76
77
78
79
80
81

(/) study the social and economic problems and welfare
services in the commonwealth, and make recommenda-
tions to the appropriate branches and agencies of gov-

82
83
84



SENATE —No. 1350.1967.] 5

85 ernment for broadening and improving the scope and
86 quality of welfare services.
87 Section 3. The department shall be under the direction,
88 supervision and control of a commissioner of public welfare,
89 in this chapter called the commissioner. The commissioner
90 shall be appointed by the governor for a term coterminous
91 with that of the governor. He shall, at the time of his ap-
-92 pointment, be qualified by having received a master’s degree
93 from an accredited graduate school of social work and by
94 having professional experience of not less than ten years in the
95 practice of social work, at least five of which shall have been
96 as an administrator. He Shall receive such salary, not ex-
-97 ceeding twenty-five thousand dollars as the governor may
98 determine, and shall devote his full time during business hours
99 to the duties of his office.

100 Section If. The commissioner shall appoint a deputy corn-
101 missioner and may appoint such assistant commissioners as
102 the commissioner shall from time to time determine, not to
103 exceed five in number, who shall be assigned areas of responsi-
104 bility to be specified by the commissioner, one of whom shall
105 be responsible for administration, and one for research and
106 planning. The deputy commissioner and each assistant corn-
107 missioner shall possess qualifications of character and ability
108 similar to that required of the commissioner and shall have
109 had training and experience which have suitably prepared
110 them for the work of their respective offices. The deputy com-
ill missioner and each assistant commissioner shall devote their
112 full time during business hours to the duties of their re-
113 speotive offices. The deputy commissioner shall receive a
114 salary not exceeding twenty-two thousand dollars and each
115 assistant commissioner shall receive a salary not exceeding
116 eighteen thousand dollars, as determined by the commissioner.
117 If the office of the commissioner becomes vacant, the deputy
118 commissioner shall discharge the duties and have the pow-
-119 ers of the commissioner. During the absence or disability of
120 the commissioner, the deputy commissioner shall discharge
121 the duties and have the powers of the commissioner; and,
122 if the office of the deputy commissioner is vacant or if the
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deputy commissioner is absent or disabled at the same time as
the commissioner, an assistant commissioner designated by
the commissioner shall discharge the duties and have the
powers of commissioner. The deputy commissioner and each
assistant commissioner shall give a bond to the state treas-
urer for the faithful performance of his duties an such sum
as the comptroller may prescribe.

123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130 Section 5. The commissioner shall establish such divisions,

bureaus, sections or other offices within the department as he *

shall from time to time determine to be necessary or proper*
for the efficient and economical administration of the compre-
hensive public welfare program.

131
132
133
134
135 The commissioner shall establish regional offices at such

locations in the commonwealth as he may deem necessary to
supervise the system of community service centers and to en-
sure the development and maintenance of effective admin-
istration to provide services therein. Such regional offices
shall assist the community service centers in enlisting the
interest and participation of the people in the areas.

136
137
138
139
140
141

The commissioner shall establish community service centers
which shall be the principal unit through which the depart-
ment shall administer public welfare programs. The purpose
of these centers shall be to provide the specific services set
forth in section two, and make them readily available to
the families, children, the aging, the disabled and the handi-
capped resident in the area covered. Each center shall provide
opportunities for involvement of residents of the area in the
work of the center and for representation on the community
service boards established under section seven.

142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151

The community service centers shall be of sufficient number
to be readily accessible to the people throughout the common-
wealth. They shall have branch offices if necessary, to en-
sure their ready accessibility. Each such community service
center shall maintain a schedule of regular office hours held
by a qualified member of its staff in each city or town in the
area covered by such center which does not have a full time
office. The time and place of such visits shall be published and
otherwise made available to the general public in order to

152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
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161 facilitate visits by the public during such office hours. The
162 number and location of such community services centers and
163 branches shall be determined by the Commissioner after
164 consultation with the state advisory board established under
165 section six.
166 Each community service center shall be under the admin-
-167 istration, supervision and control of a center director who
168 shall be appointed by the commissioner and at the time of his
169 appointment shall be qualified by having received a master’s
170 degree from an accredited graduate school of social work, and
171 by having professional experience of not less than five years
172 as an administrator or supervisor of social welfare programs.
173 The commissioner shall prepare and keep current a general
174 statement of the organization of the department, of the assign-
-175 ment of functions to its administration units, offices and em-
-176 ployees, and of the established places at which and the meth-
-177 ods whereby the public may receive information, make re-
-178 quests and receive services. Such statement shall be known
179 as the department description of organization. A current copy
180 of the description of organization shall be kept on file in the
181 office of the state secretary, in the executive office for admin-
-182 istration and finance, in the office of the director of civil serv-
-183 ice, and in the office of the commissioner.
184 Section 6. There shall be in the department a state
185 advisory board consisting of the commissioner, who shall
186 serve ex-officio, and fifteen members to be appointed
187 by the governor after consultation with the commis-
-188 sioner. Upon the expiration of the term of a mem-
-189 ber, his successor shall be appointed for a term of
190 three years. At least three members of the board
191 shall be members of community service center boards.
192 The commissioner shall not be entitled to vote on any
193 matter before the board.
194 No person appointed to the state advisory board shall be
195 an employee or a cosultant of the department. Members shall
196 be persons who have demonstrated notable interest and con-
-197 tinuous concern in the areas of responsibility imposed upon
198 the department by lav/, or who have had professional or other
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199 special experience in connection with health and welfare pro-
-200 grams.grams
201 The board shall meet at least four times a year upon call
202 of the chairman, who shall be designated by the governor after
203 consultation with the commissioner, and shall meet at any
204 time upon call of the governor or the commissioner.
205 The function of the board shall be to give advice and make
206 recommendations to the commissioner on matters affecting
207 the department or welfare programs or needs generally. In
208 carrying out this function, the board shall consider questions
209 of public policy and submit reports to the governor annually
210 and whenever appropriate or indicated, and shall maintain
211 close communication with the community service center
212 boards referred to in section seven. In its reports to the gov-
213 ernor, the board may recommend legislation and present ma-
214 terial for the education of the publice.

215 The members of the board shall receive no compensation
216 for their services but shall be reimbursed for expenses neces-
217 sarily incurred in rendering such service.
218 Section 7. To assure effective citizen participation in the
219 work of the community service centers, there shall be estab-
220 lished for each such center a community service board, the
221 members of which shall be appointed in the following man-
222 ner: one member from each city or town in the area served
223 by said center to be appointed by the city council or the board
224 of selectmen, as the case may be, and the remaining mem-
225 bers, if any, to be appointed by the commissioner, with the
226 approval of the governor, for terms of three years each on
227 a rotating basis. Each board shall consist of not less than
228 fifteen nor more than thirty members. When first appointed
229 one third of the members shall be appointed for three years,
230 one third for two years, and one third for one year. There-
231 'after new appointments shall be made by the commissioner
232 from lists of nominees prepared by the community service.
233 center board, containing at least twice as many names as
234 positions to be filled of persons with qualifications that will
235 maintain the distribution of interests broadly representative
236 of the various segments of the population in the area served.
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237 Any vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired
238 term. No member shall serve more than two consecutive
239 three-year terms.
240 Prior to the establishment of the board the commissioner
241 shall consult with local leaders from cities and towns in the
242 area covered by the community service center for suggestions
243 as to persons with primary concern for the interests and prob-
244 lems of the area. The membership of community service cen-
245 ter boards shall include persons with primary concern for the4 246 social welfare, health, education and related needs of the peo-
247 pie of the area served. The membership shall include recog-
248 nized community leaders in these fields of interest, pro-
249 fessional and non-professional; persons involved in the work
250 of voluntary agencies of the area and concerned with inter-
251 relationship between public and private programs; and re-
252 cipients of service provided by the community service center.
253 Among the members there shall be persons who are residents
254 of as many of the various cities and towns of the area served
255 as is practicable. Persons appointed as members of the board
256 shall not be employees or consultants of the department. The
257 director of the center shall be a member of the board ex-officio
258 and shall not be entitled to vote.
259 The community service boards shall meet at least six times
260 a year upon call of their respective chairmen, the director of
261 the center, or on the written request of not less than five mem-
262 bers of the board. The boards shall elect their own chairmen.
263 The duties and responsibilities of the community service
264 board shall be:
265 (1) to act in the interest of the citizens of the area served
266 by the center;
267 (2) to advise the director of the center, the commissioner
268 and the state advisory board on the needs and resources

, a 269 of the area served, on steps that should be taken to in-
crease the effectiveness of the public welfare program

271 in the area, the quality of care and service given to the
272 people of the area, and the working relationships be-
273 tween the public and voluntary agencies working in

the area:
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275 (3) ito advise the commissioner of public welfare in the
selection of the director of the community service cen-
ter;

276
277

(4) to review and make recommendations to the director
of the center regarding the annual plan and budget
for the public welfare program provided by the com-
munity service center with a view to its comprehensive-
ness and steps that may be taken to enure the pro-
visions, as practicable, of the comprehensive program
set forth in section two; to advise on priorities in the
development of program for the area;

278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286 (5) to make an annual report to the state advisory board,

to the commissioner and the director of the center;287
288 (6) to receive and administer in separate trusts any funds

granted, given, or bequeathed to its use in the interest
Of the area program or for a special purpose as indi-
cated in the gift, grant, or order or decree of a court.

289
290
291
292 The members of the community service boards shall re-

ceive no compensation for their services but shall be reim-
bursed for expenses necessarily incurred in rendering such
services.

293
294
295

Section 8. The provisions of section nine A of chapter thirty
and the provisions of chapter thirty-one shall not apply to the
offices Of commissioner. If an employee of the common-
wealth or of a political subdivision, as defined in section one
of chapter thirty-two, shall be appointed to the office of com-
missioner, deputy commissioner or assistant commissioner,
he shall upon termination of his service in such office be re-
stored to the position which he held immediately prior to such
appointment. In every instance, such restoration shall be made
without impairment of his civil service status or tenure under
section nine A of Chapter thirty and without loss of seniority,
retirement or other rights to which uninterrupted service in
such position Would have entitled him. During the period of
such appointment each person so appointed from a position
in the classified civil service shall be eligible to take any com-
petitive promotional examinations to which he would have
otherwise been eligible.

296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
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313 Section 9. The commissioner shall appoint and may remove
314 all employees in the department. All such appointments and
315 removals shall be made in accordance with chapter thirty-
-316 one except as provided in section seven of chapter thirty and
317 except for superintendents and assistant superintendents in
318 charitable, medical or other institutions, physicians with full
319 medical responsibility as opposed to administrative responsi-
-320 bility, nurses and nursing attendants in such institutions; pro-
-321 vided, however, that whenever, as a condition of receiving
322 federal grants for programs and activities to which the federal
323 standards for a merit system of personnel administration re-
-324 late, federal requirements make necessary the application of
325 the civil service law and rules to any such position, said posi-
-326 tion shall be subject to chapter thirty-one. Appointments,
327 promotions or transfers, except transfers to positions with sub-
-328 stantially identical authority, duties and responsibility, shall
329 be made only after determination by the director of civil serv-
-330 ice that the proposed appointee meets the minimum quaiifica-
-331 tions required.
332 Section 10. The commissioner shall annually prepare and
333 submit to the governor and the general court on or before the
334 first day of November, a report which shall contain the de-
-335 scription of organization of the department and a concise re-
-336 view of the work of the department and of the institutions
337 under the supervision of the department for the preceding
338 fiscal year and such suggestions and recommendations as to
339 the department and the said institutions and as to the gen-
-340 eral interests of all persons under its supervision as he con-
-341 siders expedient, together with information embodying the ex-
-342 perience of this and other jurisdictions relative to the best
343 and most successful methods of caring for or providing serv-
-344 ices to such persons as come under its responsibility. The corn-
-345 missioner shall make and from time to time revise and pub-
-346 lish such rules and regulations for the conduct of the business
347 of the department and the execution of the programs admin-
-348 istered by the department as may be necessary or appropri-
-349 ate. The department shall take such action as may be neces-
-350 sary or desirable for carrying out its programs and purposes
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351 in conformity with all requirements governing the granting
of federal aid to the commonwealth.352

Section 11. No department, bureau or agency of the com-
monwealth or of any political subdivision thereof, which under
any provision of law is furnished with the names of recipients
of public assistance, shall permit the publication of lists of
such names or make use thereof for purposes not directly con-
nected with the administration of such assistance. The com-
missioner shall make and from time to time revise rules and
regulations governing the custody, use and preservation of the
records, papers, files and communications of the department.

353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362 Section 12. The commissioner may receive funds in trust

for the use of children born out of wedlock or other persons
under the care or supervision of the department. The commis-
sioner shall deposit such funds in savings banks in the com-
monwealth or in savings accounts in trust companies or na-
tional banks therein, or in paid-up shares and accounts of and
in co-operative banks, or may use said funds to purchase share
accounts of federal savings and loan associations located in
the commonwealth and, when necessary, make expenditures
from said funds for the benefit of or On behalf of the wbrd.

363
364
365
366.
367
368
369
370
371

Section 13. Annually on or before November thirtieth, the
commissioner shall pay to the state treasurer all unclaimed
money held by the department for the benefit of any former
ward of the department whose whereabouts is then unknown
and has been unknown for seven years subsequent to his
coming of age. At the time of so paying over any such money,
the commissioner shall certify to the comptroller the amount
of such money then held for the benefit of each former ward,
his full name, age, if known, and last known address, the
names of his parents, if known, and such further information
as the commissioner deems relevant; and said comptroller shall
make and keep a record thereof.

372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383

The state treasurer may receive from the commissioner the
unclaimed money paid over under this section and shall hold
it as a separate fund. Upon certificate of the comptroller that
a claim thereto satisfactory to him shall have been established
and approved in writing by the attorney general, the state

384
385
386
387
388
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389 treasurer shall pay to any former ward, or to his guardian or
390 conservator in case of his mental or other legal disability, or
391 to his legal representatives in case of his death, the amount of
392 money held for his benefit and paid over to the state treasurer
393 under this section, without any accumulations accruing thereto
394 after such payment, out of the principal of the fund in which
395 the money so claimed was held as aforesaid. The said funds,
396 if in cash, shall be invested safely by the state treasurer, or,
397 if in securities he may hold them in their original form or,
398 upon the approval of the governor sell them and reinvest the
399 proceeds in securities which are legal investments for the eom-
-400 monwealth sinking funds. He shall be held responsible for the
401 faithful management of said trust funds in the same manner
402 as for other funds held by him in his official capacity.
403 Section 1 4. The department is hereby authorized to enter
404 into reciprocal agreements with other states regarding the
405 interstate transportation of poor and indigent persons, and to
406 arrange for the acceptance and support of persons receiving
407 public aid in other states, in accordance with the terms of
408 such reciprocal agreements. The department is hereby further
409 authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with other
410 states to provide for the support and care of persons receiving
411 aid or old age assistance under chapter one hundred and
412 eighteen or chapter one hundred and eighteen A, or corres-
-413 ponding provisions of law in such other states, during the
414 period of change of residence between states, as provided by
415 section four A of said chapter one hundred and eighteen and
416 section six A of said chapter one hundred and eighteen A.
417 Section 15. A treasurer of a savings bank, national bank,
418 trust company, co-operative bank, benefit association, insur-
-419 ance company or safe deposit company authorized to do busi-
-420 ness in the commonwealth who, upon written request, signed
421 by an officer of the department, unreasonably refuses to in-
-422 form him of the amount deposited in the corporation or as-
-423 sociation to the credit of a person named in such request as a
424 charge upon the commonwealth, or as an applicant to the corn-
-425 monwealth for public assistance under chapters one hundred
426 and seventeen, one hundred and eighteen, one hundred and
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427 eighteen A or one hundred and eighteen D, or who wilfully
428 renders false information in reply to such request, shall for-
-429 felt fifty dollars to the use of the commonwealth. Upon such
430 request, a treasurer, as aforesaid shall furnish the records on
431 deposits and withdrawals during the past five years, concern-
-432 ing any applicant for or recipient of public assistance under
433 chapters one hundred and seventeen, one hnudred and eighteen,
434 one hundred and eighteen A or one hundred and eighteen D to
435 any officer of the department.
436 Section 16. Any person aggrieved by the failure of the de-
-437 partmemt to render adequate aid or assistance under any pro-
-438 gram of aid or assistance administered by the department, or
439 to approve or reject an application for aid or assistance there-
-440 under within thirty days after receiving such application, or
441 aggrieved by the withdrawal of such aid or assistance, shall
442 have a right to a fair hearing, after due notice, upon appeal to
443 the commissioner of public welfare. Such hearing shall be con-
-444 ducted by a referee designated by the commissioner at a loca-
-445 tion convenient to the person appealing and shall be conducted
446 as an adjudicatory proceeding under chapter thirty A. Any
447 referee so designated is hereby empowered to subpoena wit-
-448 nesses, administer oaths, take testimony and secure the pro-
-449 duction of such books, papers, records and documents as may
450 be relevant to such hearing. The decision of the referee, when
451 approved by the commissioner, shall be the decision of the de-
-452 partment and shall be subject to review in accordance with
453 the provisions of said chapter thirty A.

454 Section IA. Section forty-seven C, forty-seven D and forty-
-455 seven E of chapter 31 of the General Laws are hereby re-
-456 pealed.

1 Section 2. Section lof chapter 41 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the paragraph contained in
3 lines 12 to 14, inclusive, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition.

1 Section 3. Section 20 of said chapter 41, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4, the words
3 “and the board of public welfare”.
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1 Section 4. The first paragraph of section 21 of said chapter
2 41, as amended by section 2 of chapter 101 of the acts of
3 1953, is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 9
4 and 10, the words “commission of public safety or board of
5 public welfare” and inserting in place thereof the words: •
6 or commission of public safety.

1 Section 5, Sections thirty-one, thirty-two, thirty-two A,
2 thirty-three and thirty-four of said chapter forty-one are
3 hereby repealed, and the caption preceding said section thirty-
-4 one is hereby stricken out.

1 Section 6. Section 2of chapter 47 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in line 4, the words “local board of public
4 welfare” and inserting in place thereof the words; select-
-5 men.

1 Section 7. Chapter 117 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the title and inserting in place thereof
3 the following title SUPPORT BY THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Section 8. Chapter 117 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 726 of the acts of 1963, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section: •
5 Section 1. The commonwealth, acting by and through the
6 department of public welfare, shall relieve and support all
7 poor and indigent persons residing or found therein, whenever
8 they stand in need of relief or support. The aid furnished
9 shall include financial, social, and medical assistance or aid

10 as indicated by the circumstances and shall be sufficient to
11 enable parents to bring up their children properly and to
12 maintain an adequate standard of living for persons or families
13 or children and shall be in an amount to be determined in ac-
-14 cordance with budgetary standards of the department and
15 shall be granted from the date of application therefor.

1 Section 9. Said chapter 117 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 2, as most recently amended by section 1
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3 of chapter 523 of the acts of 1965, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 2. No person dependent on public support shall be
6 placed by the department or by any veterans’ agent, board of
7 health, or otherpublic authority, in any hospital, nursing home,
8 infirmary or institution not operated by the commonwealth
9 which is not licensed as required by chapter one hundred and

10 eleven. Any person violating the provisions of this section
11 shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five or more
12 than one hundred dollars.

1 Section 10. Sections three, three A and three Bof said
2 chapter 117 are hereby replaced.

1 Section 11. Said Chapter 117 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 5 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section:
4 Section 5. A person shall be liable in contract to the com-
-5 monwealth for expenses incurred by it under this chapter for
6 his support, provided action is commenced against such per-
-7 son within six years next after the date when said person last
8 received support or assistance under this chapter or chapter
9 one hundred and eighteen A. The executor or administrator

10 of such person shall likewise be liable for such expenses, but
11 in any action therefor the defense of the statute of limitations
12 shall hot be available to the executor or administrator except
13 as provided in Chapter one hundred and ninety-seven.
14 If relief or support under this chapter is necessary as a
15 result of an accident, injury or illness for which moneys are
16 expected to be provided by accident or health insurance, work-
-17 men’s compensation, or otherwise, the department may re-
-18 quire the person in need of such relief or support to provide
19 for the reimbursement of the commonwealth for each day of
20 such relief or support by assigning to the commonwealth an
21 equivalent amount of the moneys to be so realized for such
22 day; but such assignment shall not operate as a lien on moneys
23 to be so realized for any day for which relief or support is
24 not provided. Such assignment may be enforced by petition
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25 to the district court within the jurisdiction of which the
26 person resides.

1 Section 12. Section 7of said chapter 117, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 156 of the acts of 1956, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out, in line 5, the words “any town” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words: the commonwealth.

1 Section 13. Section Bof Said chapter 117, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in line 4, the word “town” and inserting in place thereof the
4 word: commonwealth.

1 Section 14. Said chapiter 117 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 13, as amended by Chapter 608 of the acts of 1941,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:

4 Section 13. A treasurer of a savings bank, institution for
5 savings, national bank, trust company, co-operative bank,
6 benefit association, insurance company or safe deposit com-
-7 pany who, upon request in writing signed by the commis-
-8 sioner of public welfare, unreasonably refuses to inform him
9 of the amount deposited in the corporation or association to

10 the credit of a person named in such request who is a re-
-11 cipient of public welfare under this chapter, or who wilfully
12 renders false information in reply to such request, shall
13 forfeit fifty dollars to the use of the commonwealth.
14 A treasurer of a benefit association or insurance company
15 who, upon request in writing signed by the commissioner of
16 public welfare, unreasonably refuses to inform him of the
17 amount paid within the period of four years preceding such
18 request, or which is then payable, to the person named in
19 such request, such person being or having been within a
20 period of four years a recipient of public welfare aid from a
21 town or from the commonwealth, or being the legal repre-
-22 sentative of the estate of such a recipient of such aid Who has
23 deceased, or being the son or daughter of a person receiving
24 or having received such aid within a period of two years, and
25 any such treasurer who wilfully renders false information in
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26 reply to such request, shall forfeit fifty dollars to the use of
27 the commonwealth.

1 Section 15. Section fourteen of said chapter one hundred
2 and seventeen is hereby repealed.

1 Section 16. Said Chapter 117 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 17, as most recently amended by
3 section 6 of chapter 726 of the Acts of 1963, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:

5 Section 17. The department shall provide for the decent
6 burial of all deceased persons who were at the time of death
7 recipients of public welfare under this chapter; all deceased
8 persons who, although without means of support at the time of
9 death, did not apply for public relief; and all unknown persons

10 found dead. It shall also provide for the grave of each such
11 deceased person a suitable marker bearing the name and dates
12 of birth and death of such deceased person, if known. The
13 expense thereof may be recovered of their kindred, if any,
14 chargeable by law for their support in the manner provided
15 in this chapter; and if the expense of their funeral and burial
16 is not paid by such kindred, an amount not exceeding three
17 hundred dollars for the funeral expenses of each person.

1 Section 17. Section eighteen of said chapter one hundred
2 and seventeen is hereby repealed.

1 Section 18. The first paragraph of section 18A of said
2 chapter 117, as appearing in chapter 465 of the acts of 1938,
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 2 and 3, the
4 words “over the age of twelve years, the town liable for his
5 burial” and inserting in place thereof the words: —the com-
-6 monwealth, and by striking out, in line 5, the word “one”
7 and inserting in place thereof the word: three.

1 Section 19. The second paragraph of said section 18A of
2 said chapter 117, added by section 1 of chapter 668 of the
3 acts of 1945, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 1,
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4 the word “town” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 department.

1 Section 20. Sections nineteen and nineteen Aof said chap-
-2 ter one hundred and seventeen are hereby repealed.

1 Section 21. Said chapter 117 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 24, as most recently amended by chap-
-3 ter 584 of the acts of 1959, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section;

5 Section 2Jf. The commonwealth shall be liable for any ex-
-6 pense necessarily incurred under this chapter for the relief
7 of a person in need of public assistance therein by any person
8 not liable by law for his support, after notice and request
9 made in writing to the commissioner of public welfare, and

10 until provision is made by the department; provided, how-
-11 ever, that the commonwealth shall not be liable under this
12 section for any expense for hospital care.

1 Section 22. Said chapter 117 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 24A as amended by chapter 515 of the
3 acts of 1964, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 2J/.A. If hospital Care is furnished to a person in need
6 of public assistance by any person not liable by law for his
7 support, the commonwealth shell be liable for the expense of
8 such care necessarily incurred under this chapter after notice

10 and request made in writing and signed by such person to the
11 commissioner of public welfare, and until provision is made by
12 the department; but the commonwealth shall not be liable in
13 a sum exceeding the maximum amount under section thirty K
14 of chapter seven for like hospital care. The commonwealth
15 shall be liable under this section for hospital care furnished
16 to such a person during a period not exceeding thirty days
17 prior to such request.

1 Section 23. Said chapter 117 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 28, as amended by section 13 of chap-
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3 ter 726 of the Acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 28. Whoever brings into and leaves a poor and
6 indigent person in the commonwealth, knowing him to be poor
7 and indigent, and with intent to charge the commonwealth
8 with his relief or support, shall forfeit not more than one hun-
-9 dred dollars to the use of the commonwealth.

1 Section 24. Section 29 of said chapiter 117, as appearing
2 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in line 2, the words “to the board of public welfare, to its
4 agent or,” - and by striking out, in 4, the words “by a
5 town or”.

1 Section 25. Said chapter 117 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 31, as so appearing, and inserting in
3 place thereof the following section:
4 Section 31. In actions and prosecutions founded on the
5 preceding sections, the department of public welfare may, or
6 at the request of the department, the attorney general or a
7 district attorney shall, appear and prosecute actions and
8 prosecutions on behalf of the department.

1 Section 26. Sections thirty-two, forty, forty-four, forty-
-2 four A, forty-five and forty-six of said Chapter 117 are hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section 27. Chapter 118 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1 and inserting in place there-
-3 of the following section:
4 Section 1. The following words and phrases as used in
5 this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, shall have
6 the following meanings:

7 “Dependent child”, a needy child who has been deprived of
8 parental support or care by reason of the death, continued
9 absence from the home, physical or mental incapacity or the

10 unemployment of a parent, and who is living with his father,
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11 mother or other parent in a place of residence maintained by
12 one or more of sue hrelitives as his or their own home and
13 who is under the age of eighteen or under the age of twenty-

-14 one and a student regularly attending a school, college or
15 university or regularly attending a course of vocational or
16 technical training designed to fit him for gainful employment.

17 “Parent”, shall include, in addition to the father and mother
18 of the dependent child, the following: stepfather, stepmother,
18 stepbrother, stepsister; any blood relative, including those of
19 the half (blood, except cousins who are more distantly related
20 than first cousins; adoptive relative of equal propinquity to
21 the foregoing; and spouses of any such persons.
22 “Aid to families with dependent children”, money pay-
-23 ments with respect to families with a dependent child or
24 children.

25 “Department”, the department of public welfare.

1 Section 28. Said chapter 118 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 2 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section:

5 bringing up, in his or her own home, each dependent child
6 but no aid shall be granted under this chapter for or on ac-
-7 count of any child unless such child resides in the common-
-8 wealth. The aid furnished shall be sufficient to enable such
9 parent to bring up such child or children properly in his or

10 her own home, and shall be in an amount to be determined
11 in accordance with budgetary standards of the department,
12 and shall be granted from the date of application therefor.
13 Such assistance shall be paid by cash or in check and shall
14 be paid semi-monthly in advance unless the applicant prefers
15 less frequent payments. Payment for funeral expenses of any
16 such parent or dependent child in his or her custody may be
17 paid directly to the person furnishing such services. Payment
18 for other services rendered to such parent or dependent child
19 in his or her custody may be paid directly to the person fur-
-20 nishing such services only when such payment is effected to
21 meet an expense which remained unpaid at the time of the
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22 death of the parent or his commitment to an institution as an
23 insane person or in a case where such payment is necessary
24 to discharge an obligation incurred by the department in
25 securing such services for such parent or dependent child.
26 Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as authorizing
27 any public official, agent or representative, in carrying out
28 any provision of this chapter, to take charge of any child
29 over the Objection of either the father or the mother of such
30 child, or of the person standing in loco parentis to such Child,
31 except pursuant to a proper court order.

1 Section 29. Section 2A of said chapter 118, inserted by
2 chapter 567 of the acts of 1945, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in lines 4 to 6, inclusive, the words “

, and shall
4 also be included in the reimbursement by the commonwealth.”

1 Section 30. Said chapter 118 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 3, as most recently amended by section 2 of
3 chapter 556 of the acts of 1962, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 3. Except as hereinafter provided, the department
6 shall determine that aid is necessary to enable such parent
7 to bring up such child or children. For this purpose, the
8 department shall make an immediate and careful inquiry,
9 including the resources of the family and ability of its other

10 members, if any, to work or otherwise contribute to its sup-
-11 port, the existence of relatives able to assist the family and
12 societies or agencies who may be interested therein; shall take
13 all lawful means which may include in appropriate cases as
14 determined by the commissioner, the institution of criminal
15 proceedings, to compel all persons bound to support such par-
-16 ents and such child or children to support them, and to en-
-17 force any Other legal rights for their benefit; shall encourage
18 all members of the family who are able to work, other than
19 such parent and such child or dependent children, to secure
20 work; shall try to aid them to secure work; and shall secure
21 all necessary aid for such parent and such child or children
22 which can be secured from relatives or organizations; pro-
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23 vided, however, that any exemption now or hereinafter per-
-24 missible under the Federal Social Security Act relative to
25 earned income may be allowed. This section shall not prevent
26 the department from giving prompt and suitable temporary
27 aid, pending compliance with the requirements of this sec-
-28 tion, when in its opinion such aid is necessary.

1 Section 31. Section four of said chapter one hundred and
2 eighteen is hereby repealed.

1 Section 32. The first paragraph of section 4A of said chap-
-2 ter 118, as appearing in Chapter 117 of the acts of 1943, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in line 7, the words “board
4 of public welfare of the town granting such aid”, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the word: department.

1 Section 33. Said chapter 118 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 5 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section:

4 Section 5. The department may visit and inspect any or
5 all families so aided. The department shall, in addition to its
6 annual report, make such reports to the Secretary of Health,
7 Education and Welfare under the Federal Social Security Act,
8 as amended, as may be necessary to secure to the comraon-
-9 wealth the benefits of said act.

1 Section 34. Sections six, seven, and eight of said chapter
2 118 are hereby repealed.

1 Section 35. The first paragraph of section 11 of said
2 chapter 118, as appearing in chapter 487 of the acts of 1961,
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 5, the words:
4 “appropriate board of public welfare and such board” and
5 inserting in place thereof the words: department and the
6 department.

1 Section 36. Said section 11 of said chapter 118 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out the third paragraph, added
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3 by section 1 of chapter 498 of the acts of 1966, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 if relief or support under this chapter is necessary as a
6 result of an accident, injury or illness for which moneys are
7 expected to be provided by accident or health insurance,
8 workmen’s Compensation or otherwise, the department may
9 require the person in need of such relief or support to pro-

10 vide for the reimbursement of the commonwealth for each
11 day of such relief or support by assigning to the common-
-12 wealth an equivalent amount of the money to be so realized
13 for such day; but such assignment shall not operate as a
14 lien on moneys to be so realized for any day for which relief
15 or support is not provided. Such assignment may be enforced
16 by petition to a district court within the jurisdiction in which
17 the person resides. Proceeds realized through the enforce-
-18 merit of this section shall be apportioned between the federal
19 government and the commonwealth in proportion to the
20 amount of their respective contributions thereto, but in no
21 case for more than the amount contributed, without interest.

1 Section 37. Chapter 118 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section: -

4 Section 1. Adequate assistance to persons in need of relief
5 and support who have reached the minimum age now or
6 hereafter established by the United States government under
7 the Federal Social Security Act, as a basis for eligibility for
8 grants in aid for old age assistance, and who reside in the
9 commonwealth, shall be granted by the department of public

10 welfare, in this chapiter called the department. Financial as-
-11 sistance granted hereunder shall be given from the date of
12 application therefor, but in no event before the applicant
13 reaches such minimum age, and in determining the amount
14 of assistance to be given for any period preceding the date on
15 which the application was favorably passed upon, considera-
-16 ifion shall be given to the amount of welfare relief, if any,
17 given to such applicant during said period under any other
18 provision of law. Such assistance shall, wherever practicable,
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19 be given to the aged person in his own home, or in lodgings,
20 or in a rest home, or in any acute general hospital, in all
21 approved public medical institutions, all licensed chronic hos-
-22 pitals and all licensed nursing homes where the aged person
23 needs no other residence. No aged person cared for in a
24 rest home shall be eligible for old age assistance while re-
-25 ceiving such care under a contract except in accordance with
26 the provisions of section one A. Such assistance shall be paid
27 by check or in cash, which shall be delivered to the applicant
28 at his residence, if he so requests, and shall be paid semi-
-29 monthly in advance unless the applicant prefers less frequent
30 payments. Such assistance shall be on the basis of need, and
31 the amount thereof shall be determined in accordance with
32 budgetary standards established by the department. Such
33 assistance shall be at no less than the following rates: —ln
34 the case Of any individual living outside a family group, not
35 less than seventy-five dollars monthly; in the case of any
36 other person, not less than fifty-five dollars monthly. A
37 family group shall constitute two or more persons living to-
-38 gather in the same household who are related by blood or
39 marriage. In computing the aforesaid minima, the department
40 shall, in accordance with rules and regulations made by it,
41 deduct therefrom the amount of income the person assisted or
42 to be assisted may be receiving from any source whatsoever,
43 and may so deduct therefrom such reasonable amount as may
44 be deemed to represent the financial value of board, lodging or
45 other assistance which is being furnished to such person from
46 any source whatsoever; provided, however, that any exemp-
-47 tion now or hereinafter permissible under the Federal Social
48 Security Act relative to earned income may be allowed.
43 The department shall keep informed as to changes in the
50 cost of living as indicated by the statistics prepared by the
51 division on the necessaries of life in the department of labor
52 and industries and issued monthly by said division. When-
-53 ever said monthly statistics show an over-all increase or de-
-54 crease in the cost of living of three per cent or more since
55 the month, next preceding, in which the change in the cost
■56 of living was sufficient to require a corresponding change in
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57 the budgetary standards, the department shah immediately
58 increase or decrease the total budget of each recipient by the
59 same proportion, notwithstanding any other provisions of this
60 chapter, to become effective on the first day of the month
61 next following the end of thirty days from the date of said
62 (three per cent or more over-all increase or decrease in the
63 cost of living. Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter
64 to the contrary, the department of public welfare shall at all
65 times provide adequate standards of assistance and shall,
66 from time to time, increase the budgetary requirements to
67 maintain such adequate standards. The provisions of this
68 paragraph shall not apply in the case of inmates of boarding
69 homes or institutions who are receiving assistance under this
70 chapter.
71 The department shall include in the budget of each recipient
72 an item, to be known as “Leisure Time Activities,” under
73 which there shall be paid to each recipient the sum of eleven
74 dollars and fifty cents monthly in addition to the budgetary
75 requirements or any other assistance granted under the pro-
-76 visions of this section, and an item, to be known as “Trans-
-77 portation Allowance,” under which there shall be paid to
78 each recipient who is not an inmate of a nursing home or
79 institution the sum of five dollars monthly.
80 Such assistance shall also provide for adequate medical
81 care for every recipient of assistance under this chapter, and
82 shall include provision for the services of a physician of such
83 recipient’s choice, and provision for the recipient to have
84 prescribed medicines and drugs supplied by a pharmacy of
85 his choice subject to such rules and regulations as shall be
86 made by the department. Such assistance shall also provide
87 for necessary chiropody treatment for every recipient of
88 assistance under this chapter without requiring that the same
89 be recommended by a physician.
90 Payment for other services rendered to such aged person,
91 including funeral expenses, may be paid directly to the person
92 furnishing such services only when such payment is made to
93 meet an expense Which remained unpaid at the time of death
94 or commitment as an insane person. Payment for services
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95 rendered shall be made, to the extent otherwise permitted,
96 where an applicant dies before approval of his application.
97 The department may pay a sum, not exceeding three hun-
-98 dred dollars, for the burial of a recipient providing the cost
99 of burial does not exceed five hundred dollars and there are

100 insufficient resources to pay for the cost of such burial. Any
101 resources of a recipient shall be deducted from the maximum
102 cost of the burial allowable hereunder and the difference,
103 subject to the limitation set forth in this paragraph, shall be
104 paid by the department.
105 If an individual requests care at an institution, the insti-
-106 tution furnishing such care may initiate an application on
107 behalf of the applicant to the department and the department
108 shall accept the application and act thereon. Such institutions
109 may also intervene in any application made and shall be en-
-110 titled to notice, hearing and appeal in the same manner as an
111 applicant. Nothing herein contained, however, shall be con-

-112 strued to grant to such institution any rights which super-
-113 sede the rights of an applicant. A convalescent or nursing
114 home furnishing care to an individual who is receiving as-
-115 sistance under the provision of this section shall obtain from
116 such individual the name of the pharmacy of his choice, shall
117 maintain a record of such choice, and shall obtain all medicine
118 and drugs prescribed for such individual from such pharmacy
119 and no other, provided that such pharmacy is in the same
120 town as the convalescent or nursing home and maintains a
121 delivery service.

1 Section 38. Sections two, two A and three of said chapter
2 one hundred and eighteen A are hereby repealed.

1 Section 39. Said chapter 118 A is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 4 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:
4 Section Jf. The ownership in vacant land from which no
5 income is derived, or the ownership of an interest in real
6 estate by an applicant who resides thereon or who, in the
7 opinion of the department, is residing elsewhere than on
8 such real estate because of physical or mental incapacity,
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9 shall not disqualify him from receiving assistance under this
10 chapter.

1 Section 40. Said chapter 118 A is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 4A, as most recently amended by
3 section 2 of chapter 498 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:

5 Section 4A. A person shall be liable in contract to the com-
-6 monwealth for expenses incurred by it under this chapter for
7 assistance rendered to such person under this Chapter if such
8 person is in possession of funds not otherwise exempted,
9 provided action is commenced against such person within

10 six years next after the date when said person last received
11 assistance or support under this chapter or chapter one hun-
12 dred and seventeen. The executor or administrator of such
13 person shall likewise be liable for such expenses if the estate of
14 suCh person is in possession of funds not otherwise exempted
15 thereunder, but in any action therefor the defense of the
16 statute of limitations shall not be available to the executor
17 or administrator except as provided in chapter one hundred
18 and ninety-seven. Proceeds realized through any enforce-
19 ment of this section shall be apportioned between the federal
20 government and the commonwealth in proportion to the
21 amount of their respective contributions thereto but in no
22 case for more than the amount contributed, without interest.
23 The commonwealth shall succeed to and shall have all rights
24 of enforcement of any causes of action which shall have
25 accrued to any city or town for or on account of any pay-
26 ments made by a City or town under this chapter.
27 If relief or support under this Chapter is necessary as a
28 result of an accident, injury or illness for which moneys are
29 expected to be provided by accident or health insurance, work-
30 men’s compensation, or otherwise, the department may re-
31 quire the person in need of such relief or support to provide
32 for the reimbursement of the commonwealth for each day of
33 such relief or support by assigning to the commonwealth an
34 equivalent amount of moneys to be so realized for such day;
35 but such assignment shall not operate as a lien on moneys to
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36 be so realized for any day for which relief or support is not
37 provided. Such assignment may be enforced by petition to
38 a district court within the jurisdiction of which the person
39 resides. Proceeds realized through the enforcement of this
40 section shall be apportioned between the federal government
41 and the commonwealth in proportion to the amount of their
42 respective contributions thereto, but in no case for more than
43 the amount contributed, without interest.

1 Section 41. Section sof said chapter 118 A are most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 486 of the acts of 1949, is hereby
3 further amended by Striking out, in line 12, the word “town”
4 and inserting in place thereof the words: commonwealth,
5 if the department so requires, and by striking out, in lines
6 13 and 14, the words “such town” and inserting in place
7 thereof the words: —-the commonwealth.

1 Section 42. The first paragraph of section 6A of said
2 chapter 118A, as appearing in chapter 470 of the acts of 1943,
3 is hereby amended by Striking out, in lines 5 and 6, the words
4 “bureau of old age assistance of the town granting such as-
-5 sistance” 'and inserting in place thereof the word; depart-
-6 ment, and by striking out the third paragraph, added by
7 chapter 627 of the acts of 1949.

1 Section 43. Sections seven and eight of said chapter one
2 hundred and eighteen A are hereby repealed.

1 Section 44. Said chapter 118 A is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 10, and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:

4 Section 10. The department may visit any person assisted.

1 Section 45. Section eleven of said chapter one hundred
2 and eighteen A is hereby repealed.

1 Section 46. Section 12 of said chapter 118A, added by sec-
-2 tion 1 of chapter 571 of the acts of 1953, is hereby amended by
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3
4

striking out, in line 8, the words “board of public welfare” and
inserting in place thereof the word: department.

Section 47. Section 14 of said chapter 118A, as appearing
in section 8 of chapter 781 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amend-
ed by striking out, in line 1, the words “board of public welfare
of each town” and inserting in place thereof the word: —de-
partment.

1
2
3
4
5

Section 48. Section 15 of said chapter 118A, as amended
by section 1 of chapter 586 of the acts of 1965, is hereby
further amended by striking out the first three sentences and
inserting in place thereof the following sentence: Any per-
son may apply for medical assistance for the aged to the de-
partment

1

3
4
5
6

Section 49 Section 16 of said chapter 118A, as appearing
in section 8 of chapter 781 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amend-
ed by striking out, in lines 1 and 2, the words “board of public
welfare” and inserting in place thereof the word:—depart-
ment, and by striking out, in line 10, the word “twenty-one”
and inserting in place thereof the words: fifteen of chapter
eighteen.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Section 50. Sections twenty, twenty-one and twenty-two of
said chapter one hundred and eighteen A are hereby repealed.

1
2

Section 51, Section 24 of said chapter 118A, as amended
by section 2 of chapter 657 of the acts of 1965, is hereby
further amended by striking out, in line 6, the word “board”
and inserting in place thereof the word; department.

1
2
3
4

Section 52. Sections twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-eight
and twenty-nine of said chapter one hundred eighteen A are
hereby repealed.

1
2
3

Section 53. Paragraph 7 of section 30 of said chapter 118A,
as appearing in section 8 of chapter 781 of the acts of 1960, is
hereby amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words “a

1
2
3

2
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4 local board of public welfare” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: the department, -—■ and by striking out, in line 8, the
6 word “board” and inserting in place thereof the word: —de-

-7 partment.

1 Section 54. Section thirty-two of said chapter one hundred
2 and eighteen A is hereby repealed.

1 Section 55. Chapter 1188 of the General Laws is hereby
2 repealed.

1 Section 56. Chapter 118 D of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1 and inserting in place there-
-3 of the following section:

1 Section 1. The department of public welfare, in this chapter
2 called the department, shall give adequate assistance to every
3 needy person who has reached the age of eighteen years but
4 has not not reached the minimum age now or hereafter estab-
-5 lished by the United States government under the Federal
6 Social Security Act, as a basis for eligibility for grants in
7 aid for old age assistance, who is permanently and totally dis-
-8 abled and who resides in the commonwealth. Such assistance
9 shall, whenever practicable, be given to such person in his

10 own home or in lodgings or in a boarding home which, for
11 the purposes hereof, shall include any institution providing
12 shelter, care and treatment for such permanently and totally
13 disabled persons; provided, that no such assistance shall be
14 given to any individual who is an inmate of a public institu-
-15 tion unless such person is a patient in a public medical institu-
-16 tion; and further provided, that such assistance shall not be
17 given to or in behalf of any individual who is a patient in an
18 institution for tuberculosis or mental diseases. For purposes
19 of this section a public medical institution is an institution,
20 supported in whole or in part by public funds, which is staffed
21 by professional nursing and convalescent care, in accordance
22 with accepted standards. In the case of a hospital sanatorium,
23 convalescent or nursing home, or boarding home for the aged,
24 such institutions shall meet the licensing provisions of the
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25 department of public health. In the case of an institution which
is not licensed as a hospital, sanatorium, convalescent or
nursing home, or boarding home for the aged, the institu-
tions shall meet the standards established for such institutions
by the department of public health, authority to establish such
standards being hereby given.

26
27
28
29
30

Section 57. Said chapter 118 D is hereby further amended
by striking out section 2, and inserting in place thereof the
following section:

1
2
3

Section 2. Any person may apply for assistance under this
chapter to the department of public welfare hereinafter called
the department. If a person requests care at an institution, the
institution furnishing such care may initiate an application on
behlaf of the applicant to the department and the department
shall accept the application and act thereon. For purposes of
this section, an institution shall include any sanatorium or
wayfarers lodge, any boarding home for convalescent or aged
persons, for the operation of which a license is required by
law; any facility conducted by an agency incorporated under
chapter one hundred and eighty or any special act as a charita-
ble corporation; and any facility operated by municipal, county,
state or federal governments; and the term “reside” shall
mean “to occupy an established place of abode with no present
intention of definite and early removal, but not necessarily
with the intention of remaining permanently”. Upon receipt
of such application, the department shall make full inquiry
concerning the eligibility of the applicant and his need for
assistance and his resources and income, if any, and in the
event that such person is found to be eligible for such as-
sistance shall be furnished promptly retroactively to the date
of application, and if any applicant required medical care or
hospitalization, including nursing home care, payment there-
for shall be made, subject to the rules of the department and
the rules and regulations of the Secretary of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, for a reasonable period, not to exceed thirty
days, prior to the date of application on account of medical
and hospital services actually rendered.

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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32 In any event, within thirty days after the receipt of the ap-
-33 plication the department shall make its determination upon the
34 application and its decision shall be entered in its records.
35 At the time of such initial determination by the department
36 and in the event of any subsequent determination increasing
37 or decreasing the amount of assistance or withdrawing the
38 assistance, the applicant or recipient shall be notified in writing
39 of such determination, and shall be informed of the reason
40 therefor, and of his right to appeal and of the method by
41 which he may appeal under section nine.

1 Section 58. Section three of the said chapter one hundred
2 eighteen D is hereby repealed.

4. Section 4. Assistance under this chapter shall be on the
5 basis of need, and the amount thereof shall be determined in
6 accordance with budgetary standards of the department, and
7 shall be granted from the date of application therefor. In
8 determining the amount of assistance to be given for any
9 period preceding the date on which the application was favor-

-10 ably passed upon, consideration shall be given to the amount
11 of assistance, if any, given to such applicant during said period
12 under any other provision of law. In computing the amount of
13 assistance, the department shall in accordance with rules and
14 regulations made by it, deduct therefrom the amount of income
15 the person assisted or to be assisted may be receiving from any
16 source whatsoever and may deduct therefrom such reasonable
17 amount as may be deemed to represent the financial value of
18 board or lodging or other assistance which is being furnished
19 to such person from any source whatsoever, provided, however,
20 that any exception now or hereinafter permissible under the
21 Federal Social Security Act relative te earned income may be
22 allowed. Adequate medical care for every recipient assisted
23 under this chapter shall be provided under such rules and reg-
-24 ulations as shall be made by the department. Assistance to

1 Section 59. Said chapter 118 D is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 4 and inserting in place thereof the follow-

-3 ing section:
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25 permanently and totally disabled persons shall include financial
26 assistance and a program of rehabilitation for persons found
27 to be eligible for and in need of such assistance, under this
28 chapter. The department shall include in the budget of each
29 recipient an item, to be known as “Leisure Time Activities”,
30 under which there shall be paid to each recipient the sum of
31 four dollars monthly in addition to the budgetary requirements
32 or any other assistance granted under the provisions of this
33 section and an item, to be known as “Transportation Allow-
-34 ance”, under which there shall be paid to each recipient who is
35 not an inmate of a nursing home or institution the sum of two
36 dollars and fifty cents.

1 Section 60. Said chapter USD is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 5 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:

4 Section 5. Assistance under this chapter shall be given in
5 the form 'of money payments to individuals. When money
6 payments are granted, such assistance shall be in the form
7 of cash or check which shall be delivered to the applicant at
8 his residence if he so requests and shall be paid semi-monthly
9 in advance. Payments under this chapter for funeral and

10 burial services shall be paid directly to persons furnishing
11 such services, in accordance with rules and regulations of the
12 department. If an applicant dies before his application is ap-
13 proved, the payments to which he would have been entitled
14 had he survived shall be made in accordance with rules and
15 regulations made by the Secretary of Health, Education and
16 Welfare of the United States applicable to such situation.

1 Section 61. Section six of said chapter 118 D is hereby
2 repealed.

1 Section 62. Section 7of said chapter 118 D is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in lines 15, as appearing in section 2
3 of chapter 741 of the acts of 1951, the word “town” and
4 inserting in place thereof the Words: —commonwealth, if the
5 department so requires, and by Striking out, in lines 16 and
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5 17, as so appearing, the words “such town” and inserting in
7 place thereof the word: it.

1 Section 63. Said chapter USD is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 8 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:
4 Section 8. The husband of any person in need of assistance,
5 and the relative of any such person in the line or degree of
6 father or mother except a father or mother who has attained
7 the age of sixty-five years or a widowed mother who has at-
-8 tained the age of sixty-two years, if of sufficient ability shall
9 be bound to support such permanently and totally disabled

10 person and shall be obliged to reimburse the commonwealth
11 for such person under this chapter in proportion to their
12 respective abilities to pay.
13 The superior court sitting in equity or the probate court
14 in the county where any one of the persons liable for support
15 under this section resides shall have jurisdiction, upon the
16 complaint of the department, to assess and apportion upon
17 sudh kindred liable under this section such amounts as the
18 court considers reasonable for or towards the support of the
19 individual in need of assistance, and may enforce payment
20 thereof by execution in common form. The court may order
21 such kindred to pay such weekly amounts as it finds sufficient
22 for the future support of the person. Complaints under this
23 section Shall be filed in the clerk’s office and a summons di-
-24 rected to any officer qualified to serve civil process shall there-
-25 upon be issued, requiring the kindred therein named to ap-
-25 pear and answer thereto, and it shall be served like an original
27 summons.

1 Section 64. Sections nine and twelve of said chapter 118D
2 are hereby repealed.

1 Section 65. Said chapter 118 D is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 14, as amended by section 3 of chapter
3 498 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section;

5 Section Vt . Every person who has received assistance from
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6 a city or town or from the department under this chapter
7 shall be liable in an action of contract to the commonwealth
8 for the amount of such assistance received, and the estate of
9 every person who dies, having received such assistance from

10 a city or town or from the commonwealth within six years
11 prior to his death, shall be liable to the commonwealth there-
-12 for and such liability shall be a debt of his estate and may
13 be enforced in the same manner as other debts of deceased
14 persons. The department shall determine whether any action
15 should be brought under this section. The commonwealth
16 shall succeed to and shall have all rights of enforcement of
17 any cause of action which shall have accrued to any city or
18 town for or on account of any payments made by a city or
19 town under this chapter.

20 If relief or support under this chapter is necessary as a re-
-21 suit of an accident, injury or illness for which moneys are
22 expected to be provided by accident or health insurance, work-
-23 men’s compensation, or otherwise, the department may re-
-24 quire the person in need of such relief or support to provide
25 for the reimbursement of the commonwealth for each day
26 of such relief or support by assigning to the commonwealth
27 an equivalent amount of the moneys to be so realized for
28 such day; but such assignment shall not operate as a lien on
29 moneys to be so realized for any day for which relief or sup-
-30 port is not provided. Such assignment may be enforced by
31 petition to a district court within the jurisdiction of Which the
32 person resides. Proceeds realized through the enforcement
33 of this section shall be apportioned between the federal gov-
-34 ernment and the commonwealth in proportion to the amount
35 of their respective contributions thereto, but in no case for
36 more than the amount contributed, without interest.

1 Section 66. Said Chapter USD is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 15, as amended by section 12 of chapter 602
3 of the acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section:
5 Section 15. For the purpose of securing efficient admin-
-6 istraltion of this chapter, the department may adopt rules and
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7 regulations not inconsistent with law, defining “permanent
8 and total disability” and establishing methods under which a
9 review of eligibility as to the permanent and total disability of

10 an applicant or recipient will be made by a physician and
11 such other technically trained persons as the department con-
-12 siders essential, establishing provisions designed to promote
13 the rehabilitation of applicants and recipients through the
14 use of the services offered by the Massachusetts rehabilita-
-15 tion commission under the agreements set forth in section
16 eighty-one of Chapter six, provisions establishing limitations
17 on the amount of assistance to be provided and on expenses
18 to be borne by the public with respect to funerals and burials
19 and provisions relative to the extent of the financial ability
20 of the relatives of any needy person that will obligate them
21 to contribute to his support.

1 Section 67. Said chapter 118 D is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 16, as appearing in section 2 of chapter
3 741 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:

5 Section 16. The department shall take such action as may
6 be necessary or desirable for carrying out the purposes of this
7 chapter in conformity with all requirements governing the
8 granting of federal aid.

1 Section 68. Sections eighteen, nineteen and twenty of said
2 chapter 118 D are hereby repealed.

1 Section 69. Section 21 of said chapter 118D, added by sec-
-2 tion 2 of chapter 571 of the acts of 1953, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in lines 8 and 9, the words “board of public
4 welfare” and inserting in place thereof the word: —depart-
-5 ment.

1 Section 70. Section 3of chapter 119 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 1 of chapter 646 of the acts of 1954,
3 is hereby amended by striking out the paragraphs defining
4 “Division” and “Advisory Board”.
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1 Section 71. Section 12 of said chapter 119, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 to 5, inclusive,
the words “shall be subject to review and approval by the ad-
visory board and”.

2
3
4

Section 72. Section 18 of said chapter 119 as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4, the words
“subject to review and approval by the advisory board”.

1
2
3

Section 73. Section 20 of said chapter 119, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out, in line 2, the word “divi-
sion” and inserting in place thereof the word: department.

1
2
3

Section 74. Section 34 of said chapter 119, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 5 to 7 inclusive, the
words “institutions commissioner in Boston, or by the board
of public welfare in any other town” and inserting in place
thereof the word: department.

1
2
3
4
5

Section 75. Said chapter 119 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 37, as so appearing, and inserting in place
thereof the following section:

1
2
3

Section 37. The department shall make rules and regulations
concerning the administration of its duties.

4
5

Section 76. Section 39 of said chapter 119, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 8 and 9, the words
“board of public welfare of the town where he resides” and
inserting in place thereof the word: department.

1
2
3
4

Section 77. Sections one, two, three, four, four A, eight A,
eight B. nine A, forty-one and forty-two of chapter 121 of the
General Laws are hereby repealed.

1
2
3

1 Section 78. Section 43 of chapter 271 of the General Laws
is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, as appear-
ing in section 3 of chapter 240 of the acts of 1945, the words
“four A of chapter one hundred and twenty-one” and insert-
ing in place thereof the words: —ten of chapter eighteen.

2
3
4
5
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1 Section 79. Upon the effective date of this act all city and
2 town boards of public welfare, including local welfare districts,
3 and all city and town offices and boards performing the duties
4 of a board of public welfare or similar duties, in administering
5 programs under chapters one hundred and seventeen, one hun-
-6 deed and eighteen, one hundred and eighteen A and One
7 hundred and eighteen D of the General Daws and adminis-
-8 terirg programs related to the provisions of said chapters
9 immediately prior to said effective date are herby abolished.

10 All powers and duties exercised by such boards and offices
11 are hereby transferred to the state department of public
12 welfare. The officers and employees of such city and
13 town boards and offices, including local welfare districts, who
14 immediately prior to the effective date of this act shall hold
15 positions classified under chapter thirty-one of the General
16 Laws shall, without impairment of civil service status, senior-
-17 ity, retirement and other rights, without interruption of serv-
-18 ice within the meaning of chapter thirty-one, and without re-
-19 duction in compensation or salary grade become employees of
20 the said department of public welfare, notwithstanding any
21 change in title or duties made as a result of such commence-
-22 ment of employment with the department. All questions as to
23 civil service status, including seniority, shall be determined by
24 the director of civil service in accordance, so far as practicable,
25 with the civil service law. All questions regarding matters sub-
-26 ject to the jurisdiction of the director of personnel and stand-
-27 ardization as set forth in chapter thirty of the General Laws
28 shall be determined by said director. All questions relating to
29 retirement rights shall be determined by the state board of
30 retirement.

1 Section 80. All books, papers, records and documents in
2 the custody of or maintained for the use of all local public
3 welfare boards and offices abolished by this act are hereby
4 transferred to the custody of the state department of public
5 welfare. All petitions, applications, hearings and other pro-
-6 ceedings duly pending before, and all prosecutions and legal

and other proceedings duly begun by any city or town board
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8 or office abolished by this act or before or by any member,
9 officer or employee thereof, shall continue unabated and re-

-10 main in full force and effect notwithstanding passage of this
11 act, and may be completed before or by the department of
12 public welfare. All duly existing contracts, leases and obliga-
-13 tions of any city or town board or office abolished by this
14 act shall be performed by the state department of public
15 welfare or by an administrative unit, officer or employee
16 thereof acting under authority of law. This act shall not
17 affect any renewal provisions or option to renew contained
18 in any such lease in existence on the effective date of this
19 act, all of which on the effective date of this act shall be
20 transferred to and thereafter may be exercised by the state
21 department of public welfare. All property held in trust by city
22 or town boards and offices abolished by this act, or by mem-
-23 hers thereof, shall continue to be held in trust, and be ad-
-24 ministered in accordance with the terms of such trust, by
25 trustees appointed by any court of competent jurisdiction
26 upon application of a city or town for such appointment or
27 for instructions in connection therewith.

1 Section 81. On or before the effective date of this act, the
2 local boards of public welfare shall, at the request of the
3 department, transfer by deed, assignment or otherwise, all
4 real or personal property which has been acquired with state
5 or federal financial participation, and all rights of whatever
6 nature or descpirtion therein, of which they have title or
7 custody to the benefits of which they are entitled, to the state
8 department of public welfare. The consideration, if any, for
9 such a transfer shall be determined by the commissioner of

10 administration.

1 Section 82. The office of commissioner of public welfare
2 and the offices of deputy commissioner of public welfare, as

3 existing immediately prior to the effective date of section
4 one of this act, are hereby abolished, and the terms of office
5 of said commissioner and said deputy commissioners are hereby
6 terminated.
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1 Section 83. The advisory board of the department of public
2 welfare, established under the provisions of section two of
3 chapter eighteen of the General Laws, as in effect immediately
4 prior to the effective date of section one of this act, is hereby
5 abolished, and the terms of all members of said board are
6 hereby terminated.

1 Section 84. From and after the effective date of this sec-
-2 tion, the commissioner of public welfare may enter into con-
-3 tracts, leases and agreements with cities and towns, other
4 state agencies, private individuals, private agencies and agen-
-5 cies of the federal government for the purpose of effecting an
6 orderly transition of the administration of public welfare pro-

-7 grams in accordance with this act.
8 From and after the effective date of this section, no city or
9 town shall employ or hire any additional employees in the

10 boards or offices administering public welfare programs to per-
il form any services which, upon the effective date of this act,
12 will be performed by the department of public welfare estab-
-13 lished by this act, or execute any contract or lease, or make
14 any purchase relating to such programs without the prior
15 written approval of the department of public welfare. In order
16 to accomplish the said transition and in order to promote
17 the efficient administration of the work of the department
18 as set forth in section one of chapter eighteen of the General
19 Laws, as amended by section one of this act, and its programs,
20 contracts and agreements entered into under this section to
21 effect such transition may be entered into for terms not ex-
-22 ceeding three years from the effective date of this section.
23 In making his initial appointments to the state advisory
24 board, established under section six of said chapter eighteen,
25 the governor shall appoint five members for terms of one year,
26 five for terms of two years, and five for terms of three years,
27 as he may designate, and of such initial appointees five shall
28 be members of college or university faculties and shall include
29 a public administration specialist, a regional planning special-
-30 ist, a community organization specialist, a social worker and
31 an economist. Upon the completion of the term of any such
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32 initial appointee, his successor shall be appointed for the term
33 and in the manner set forth in said section six of said chapter
34 eighteen. The commissioner of public welfare in office on the
35 effective date of this section shall serve as member ex officio
36 of the state advisory board until the appointment of the com-
-37 missioner of public welfare under chapter eighteen, as amended
38 by section one of this act. The state advisory board so con-
-39 stituted shall forthwith enter upon the duty of consultation
40 with the commissioner of public welfare on the number and
41 location of the community service centers and branches to be
42 established as authorized by section five of said chapter eigh-
-43 teen, as appearing in said section one.
44 The commissioner of public welfare in office on the effective
45 date of this section shall establish a system of community
46 service centers, including branches, each of which shall pro-
-47 vide public welfare services as listed in section two of said
48 chapter eighteen, which shall be readily available to families,
49 children, the aging, the disabled, and all others in the area
50 who are in need thereof.
51 In planning the location of the community service centers
52 and branches, and is designating the areas to be covered by
53 each, the commissioner and the state advisory board shall
54 consider the following factors: —population, density of popu-
-55 lation, relative need for public welfare services, availability of
56 public transportation, special needs of isolated communities,
57 and effective deployment of staff.
58 The commissioner and the state advisory board shall also
59 consult with the state health and welfare commission, estab-
-60 lished under section one hundred and twenty-five of chapter
61 six of the General Laws, and with other state departments
62 with a view to coordinating the plan for the location of com-
-63 munity service centers and the establishment of areas with the
64 present or projected plans of other state departments for cover-
-65 age of the commonwealth through area and regional units.
66 The purpose of such joint consultation shall be to achieve the
67 greatest possible degree of uniformity in regions and areas
68 used by the several state departments in administering serv-
-69 ices to families and individuals. In so far as practicable the rec-



SENATE —No. 1350.1967.] 43

70 ommendations of said health and welfare commission shall
71 be adopted by the commissioner and the location of the com-
-72 munity service centers and their branches shall be determined
73 within six months of the effective date of this section.

1 Section 84A. The educational requirements set forth in
2 chapter eighteen of the General Laws for any office or position
3 thereunder shall be imposed by the director of civil service,
4 unless said requirements are inconsistent with the educational
5 requirements to be applied as they may relate to federal stand-
-6 ards, if any, under the provisions of section six A of chapter
7 thirty-one of the GeneralLaws; provided, further, such federal
8 requirements are uniform in all states.

1 Section 85. The provisions of this act are severable and
2 if any provision shall be held unconstitutional by any court of
3 competent jurisdiction, the decisions of such court shall not
4 affect or impair any of the remaining provisions.

1 Section 86. Nothing in this act shall be deemed to abolish
2 the Massachusetts rehabilitation commission or boards or
3 offices performing veterans’ services or administering aid to
4 the blind.

1 Section 87. This act shall take effect on July first, nineteen
2 hundred and sixty-eight, except that section six of chapter
3 eighteen of the General Laws, as appearing in section one of
4 this act, and section eighty-four of this act shall take effect
5 upon its passage; section eighty-two shall take effect upon the
6 appointment and qualification of the commissioner of public
7 welfare as provided by section three of chapter eighteen of
8 the General Laws, as appearing in section one of this act;
9 and section eighty-three shall take effect upon the appoint-

-10 ment and qualification of the initial members of the state
11 advisory board in the department of public welfare as provided
12 in section eighty-two of this act.












