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State Environmental, Transportation Officials Celebrate  
Norwottuck Trail Reconstruction 

The First State Rail Trail Received $3.2 Million in Improvements 
   

Northampton - Wednesday, August 5, 2015- Today, Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary 
Matthew Beaton and Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) Secretary Stephanie Pollack 
joined Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Commissioner Carol Sanchez and others to 
celebrate the ribbon cutting on the Norwottuck Rail Trail reconstruction project. One of DCR’s most popular rail 
trails, the 11-mile Norwottuck Rail Trail connects Belchertown, Amherst, Hadley and Northampton. 

"Since 1887, first as the Central Massachusetts Railroad, the Norwottuck Rail Trail has played a vital role in 
the development of the Pioneer Valley and these improvements will ensure that its storied history will continue 
for future residents and visitors alike,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “This project is a testament to the power 
of public-private partnerships in improving conservation and recreational opportunities across Massachusetts.” 

“As an avid outdoorsman and cyclist, I am thrilled to celebrate the completion of this ambitious reconstruction 
project on our state’s first rail trail,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. 
“The Norwottuck Rail Trail has provided unparalleled recreational opportunities to its local communities for 
decades and these improvements will allow generations to come to enjoy the trail.” 

“It is great to be in Northampton to celebrate the ribbon cutting for the Norwottuck Rail Trail today,” said 
Stephanie Pollack, MassDOT Secretary and CEO. “MassDOT has worked with DCR to construct this 11 
mile rail trail that will connect the communities of Belchertown, Amherst, Hadley and Northampton, and we are 
happy to demonstrate our continued support for multi-modal uses such as cycling, jogging, and walking.”  

Under reconstruction since July of 2013, the $3.2 million dollar rehabilitation of Norwottuck Rail Trail included: 

• Widening the trail to 10’ where possible  
• Protecting wetland resources  
• Re-decking four bridges 
• Improving two parking areas 
• Realigning the trail at the Route 9 tunnel  
• Adding accessibility improvements,  
• Enhancing safe road crossings and add other amenities. 

 

“With over 7,000 visitors weekly, the Norwottuck Rail Trail continues to be a model for rail trails statewide and 
nationally,” said DCR Commissioner Carol Sanchez. “DCR is proud to have partnered with our state, federal 
and private stakeholders to preserve and enhance this historic recreational venue.” 
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“Today’s ribbon cutting on the Norwottuck Rail Trail is a victory for families in the Pioneer Valley and 
throughout Western Massachusetts,” said Congressman Jim McGovern (MA-02). “In one of the most 
beautiful parts of the Commonwealth, this trail will provide great opportunities for outdoors activities as well as 
a commuter path between Northampton, Hadley, Belchertown, and Amherst. I am proud to work with strong 
partners like the DCR and MassDOT to support projects like this and thank them for their leadership to help 
make this trail a reality.” 

“The Norwottuck Rail Trail provides our residents and visitors alike with recreational opportunities to explore 
the Pioneer Valley through some of the most beautiful countryside in New England. For others it represents 
their preferred mode of getting from place to place along its route. The contribution from public and private 
partners to this effort emphasizes the importance of the trail system to our region,” said Senate President 
Stan Rosenberg (D-Amherst).  “These upgrades and investments guarantee that future generations will 
continue to enjoy this valuable resource.” 

 “I would like to congratulate Secretary Matthew Beaton and Commissioner Carol Sanchez for their hard work 
on this great project,” said State Representative Peter Kocot (D-Northampton). “The Norwottuck Rail Trail is 
an exciting promotion of cultural tourism in the valley.” 

The Commonwealth purchased the land and rail bed in 1985 and worked with MassDOT to convert it into the 
Norwottuck Rail Trail. In 1993, The Norwottuck became DCR’s first Rail Trail.  Since then, the Norwottuck Rail 
Trail has steadily grown in use and popularity for recreation and commuting. DCR is currently working with 
communities in eastern Massachusetts to develop another 23 mile segment of the Mass Central Rail Trail 
between Waltham and Berlin. 

 
### 

 
 

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and 

parkways. Led by Commissioner Carol Sanchez, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common 
wealth of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please 

visit www.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us. 
 

Follow DCR on Twitter ................................................... twitter.com/massDCR 
View videos on You Tube .............................................. www.youtube.com/MassEEA 

View downloadable photographs on Flickr .................... www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/ 
Visit the Energy Smarts blog ......................................... www.mass.gov/blog/energy 

Visit The Great Outdoors blog ....................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment 
Visit our website ............................................................. www.mass.gov/dcr 
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