
Hyde Park - October 15, 2015- Today, Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) Commissioner Carol
Sanchez joined with state legislators, local officials, and stakeholders for a special ribbon cutting ceremony to
commemorate the completion of the Neponset River Greenway Esplanade. The completed Neponset River Greenway
Esplanade will create a bicycle and pedestrian route that will serve a vital link in a growing system of regional trails
connecting with DCR parks at Boston Harbor, Squantum Point, Wollaston Beach, Blue Hills, Stony Brook and the
Charles River. 

“The Baker-Polito Administration is committed to revitalizing urban communities by upgrading green spaces for outdoor
recreation and improving access to natural resources, such as waterways and historic neighborhood landmarks,” said
Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “This project aids in restoring river banks,
edges, and channels to promote both increased outdoor recreational opportunities and the river’s ecological health, as
well as, protecting and enhancing wildlife habitat by expanding natural areas.”

“A major goal of the greenway corridor has been to create a continuous multi-use pathway system that provides
continuity throughout the reservation and links this section of the Neponset River Reservation and its surrounding
communities to other state and municipal parklands,” said DCR Commissioner Carol Sanchez.

In 2011, DCR completed the Neponset Esplanade, a $5.18 million project, which extended the greenway corridor four
miles and provided a continuous multi-use trail along Truman Parkway from the Stop and Shop property in the Reedville
section of Hyde Park to Mattapan Square.  The project included parkland improvements at the Martini Hatch Shell and
created a destination point and activity node at the end of the multi-use trail.  In 2014, construction began on the
remaining segment of the Esplanade Extension, which was completed in July 2015.  The cost of the construction for the
extension of the trail was approximately $900,000 and was funded by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation
(MassDOT).

“The completion of the Neponset River Greenway Esplanade will encourage sustainable transportation and support
healthy living in the Commonwealth,” said MassDOT Secretary & CEO Stephanie Pollack.  “MassDOT
continues to support the construction of pathways that create new transportation and recreational connections for
communities, and we are happy to be a part of this project that connects Mattapan Square to Hyde Park.”

"Expanding open spaces for recreational use and natural resource access has always been a priority for Boston's
neighborhoods," said Mayor Martin J. Walsh. "I'm pleased to see the completion of this work and all it has to offer
our residents."

Construction of the Neponset River Greenway Esplanade began in phases, dating back to 1994.  In addition to the
extension project, several other recently constructed and planned projects at Neponset River Greenway Esplanade
include:

Neponset River Esplanade - Connects Mattapan Square to Hyde Park, and included the restoration of the Martini
Memorial Shell. Completed in spring 2012.

Baker Pedestrian Bridge Restoration - Originally constructed in 1917, the former railroad bridge connects
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Dorchester and Milton over the Neponset River. The steel structure of the bridge underwent repairs and added a
new timber beam deck. Completed in spring 2012.

The Neponset River Greenway Segment 2 – Will connect Blue Hill Avenue in Boston to Central Avenue in
Milton, and is currently under construction with an estimated completion in 2017.

National Grid Segment – Will connect Victory Road with Morrissey Boulevard, and is currently under design.

“I’m delighted by the improvements to the Neponset River Greenway Esplanade,” said State Senator Brian A.
Joyce (D-Milton). “The Greenway project will link Boston to the Blue Hills and provide residents from many
communities with an excellent opportunity to safely bike, walk, or run along the scenic Neponset River.”

“I am very happy to celebrate the completion of over $5 million in improvements along the Neponset River
Greenway,”said State Representative Angelo M. Scaccia (D-Readville). “This multi-use trail is the final
phase of a project that includes the restoration of the Martini Shell and the redesign of the Monahan Playground in
Hyde Park.  With the Martini Shell as a destination point, and with a recently installed canoe launch and overlooks along
the beautiful Neponset River, this area will continue to be enjoyed by the community year-round.”

 

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and

parkways. Led by Commissioner Carol I. Sanchez, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our
common wealth of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our

programs, please visit www.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram……………………………… instagram.com/MassDCR/

View videos on You Tube.......................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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