
BERLIN– October 20, 2015– The Baker-Polito Administration today announced grant funding for the Berlin Memorial
Elementary School to convert from a heating oil boiler to a highly efficient biomass boiler heating system. The $178,900
grant from the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) is the fifth award for project implementation from the Schools
and Public Housing Integrating Renewables and Efficiency (SAPHIRE) Program.

“Our administration is committed to working closely with municipalities, including providing resources, technical
assistance and grants to help them manage their costs and use energy more efficiently,” said Lieutenant Governor
Karyn Polito. “Berlin’s new heating system will reduce the air pollution from greenhouse gas emissions and help us
meet the Clean Energy and Climate Plan goals.”

“Reducing heating oil consumption decreases air pollution and save thousands in municipal dollars each year,” said
Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs Matthew Beaton. “The Berlin school project also
showcases new technology in action, which is helping stimulate the market for renewable heating and cooling
throughout the Commonwealth.”

This investment is estimated to save the town of Berlin at least $21,735 annually by using a less expensive, local fuel
source that also reduces environmental impact. In addition, the project creates an opportunity to educate more than 200
students about renewable sources of heating, as well as the teachers, parents and community members.

“DOER continues to work with cities and towns on energy reduction so they can use their savings to reinvest in their
schools, police, fire and municipal infrastructure, as well as other local initiatives,” said DOER Commissioner
Judith Judson. “This project will also create an opportunity to teach students about the many benefits of local, clean,
renewable fuel and technology.”

The SAPHIRE Program helps Massachusetts public schools combine renewable heating and cooling with energy
efficiency improvements to achieve deeper cuts in their energy costs. The program is administered by DOER in
collaboration with the Massachusetts School Buildings Authority. SAPHIRE offers feasibility studies, design and
engineering studies and construction funding assistance to K-12 public school buildings pursuing renewable thermal
technology, including biomass heating, solar thermal, and/or heat pumps.

“This is wonderful news for Berlin and could not have come at a better time as we face the prospect of another harsh
winter,” said State Senator Jennifer L. Flanagan (D-Leominster). “This grant provides an opportunity for
dollars saved, heating efficiency and a teachable moment about alternative energy for the students at Berlin
Elementary.  We are grateful to the Baker Polito Administration for their assistance.”

“Massachusetts continues to make significant strides to increase energy efficiency and cost savings for our towns,” said
State Representative Harold P. Naughton, Jr. (D-Clinton). “This grant will deliver tremendous benefits for the
students, teachers and staff within Berlin Memorial Elementary through an improved and innovative heating system.
Similarly, this funding will generate annual cost savings for the Berlin-Boylston public schools and have a long-term
positive environmental impact.”

The program is funded by an allocation of approximately $1.7 million in Alternative Compliance Payment (ACP) funds
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and a $715,000 U.S. Department of Energy grant. ACP funds are paid by electric retail suppliers if they have insufficient
Renewable or Alternative Energy Certificates to meet their compliance obligations under the Renewable and Alternative
Portfolio Standard programs. The U.S. DOE grant provides staffing support.
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