
BOSTON – October 26, 2015 – Today, the Baker-Polito Administration announced over $330,000 in grants through
the Department of Agricultural Resources’ (DAR) Urban Agriculture Program to support the growth of the emergent
urban agriculture sector and provide city residents access to fresh food.

“Urban farms not only improve the environment of their neighborhoods, but also provide residents access to nutritious,
fresh produce,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Through these grants, this administration demonstrates its
commitment to supporting the production of sustainably-grown, fresh food within our cities and increasing access to
healthy food for all Massachusetts residents.”

“There has been a steady demand for more readily available, nutritious food in underserved urban communities,” said
Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “The communities and entrepreneurs
receiving these grants are at the forefront of this effort and are providing opportunities for economic impact and youth
engagement while encouraging healthier local food systems.”

Through DAR’s Urban Agriculture Grant Program, funded by the 2014 Massachusetts Five-Year Capital Plan, 11
projects will receive grants totaling $336,138. DAR launched its Urban Agriculture Program in early 2014 to support the
emerging urban agriculture sector. Since then, the program has released three rounds of funding, which have provided
support for 31 projects, and facilitated three state-wide urban agriculture conferences.

“DAR’s investment into urban farming has supported the creation of entrepreneurial enterprises, impacted and
strengthened local neighborhoods access to fresh food and facilitated new opportunities through the production,
processing, marketing and sale of fresh food at the local level,” said DAR Commissioner John Lebeaux.

Urban agriculture includes traditional in-ground growing and rooftop farms as well as aquaponics, greenhouses and
“freight farms.”  In recent years, the local food movement has been taking root in urban neighborhoods where vacant
land or buildings are available and fresh food is hard to find. 

The following 11 projects will receive grants:

City of Somerville – $40,000
This project will improve community food access by improving the infrastructure on urban farm sites to increase
production and allow year-round growing. The project will include the building of two greenhouses at the Somerville
ARTFarm, adding 2,300 square feet of growing space.  A partnership with the Groundwork Somerville Green Team will
incorporate youth-led support for the installation of growing tables and seed trays. 

Mill City Grows, Lowell – $40,000
The funding for this project will support the creation and implementation of an intensive fertility plan on all of their sites,
expand their acreage from 1 1/8 acres to 2 1/8 acres, and develop organic pest and disease techniques.  It will also
assist with the purchase of needed equipment, including a compost spreader and a chisel plow, and tools to assist in
managing weed and soil fertility issues unique to urban settings.

New Entry Sustainable Farming Project, Lowell – $33,509
NESFP will use its funding to expand two existing distribution locations and continuing service to a third location, for
more effective distribution of produce bound for low-income urban customers.  Infrastructure improvements for the food
hub include a walk-in refrigeration cooler and refrigerated box truck body.  Matching funds will enhance small business
development and job training associated with urban food production and farming.
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Boston College, Boston – $39,000
This youth-focused, multi-tiered hydroponics project will increase the availability of fresh produce for sale, in partnership
with the Daily Table, in the Codman Square area of Boston. This collaboration with community partners will educate
residents on healthy food, train youth through a science and agriculturally-based curriculum, and provide training to 30
high school teachers on how to grow produce in their schools using hydroponics.  This project also creates a new
market for students to sell hydroponics systems that they have been trained to build to residents.

Gardening the Community, Springfield – $39,900
This project will complete the second phase of the first community-controlled urban agriculture site in Springfield. The
infrastructure improvements proposed are a greenhouse installation with solar power ventilation system, perimeter
fencing, and a training partnership for greenhouse and solar project design and management.

Groundwork Lawrence, Lawrence – $38,979
With this project, Groundwork Lawrence will expand the capacity of their Green Team’s urban farming commercial
venture and launch a pilot urban farming initiative at the Lawrence High school, increasing fresh food access in
Lawrence and providing youth-job skills training. The award will go towards infrastructure improvements including a
walk-in cold storage unit, improved storm water management at their Costello-Park farm site with green infrastructure
features and installation of low tunnels and drip irrigation at the high school urban farm site.

Victory Programs, Dorchester – $28,646
This project will provide support to Revision Urban Farm to increase their production by supporting season extension
strategies, as well as creating soil and infrastructure improvements at their satellite farm-site.  The award will also be
used for transportation/safety enhancements for the farm van and to obtain a Good Agricultural Practices Certification.

Haley House, Roxbury – $19,830
In this project, Haley House will implement the second phase of site development at “95 Thornton St. Farm.” The grant
will fund a processing station, a drip irrigation system, raised bed installation and moveable growing infrastructure to
support season extension and efficient harvesting. This is an important project for several neighborhoods as it will have
a commercial and community-access component, providing food and educational access.

Regional Environmental Council (REC), Worcester – $29,403
With this project, REC will use their award to upgrade farming equipment and supplies for a new hoop house at the
YouthGROW farm. Infrastructure improvements to the REC Mobile market will expand and sustain their markets in food
insecure communities in Worcester. Funds will also support the YouthGROW program, creating opportunities for income
generation and entrepreneurship for youth leaders. With upgraded bottling equipment and kitchen facilities, a 100%
increase is targeted for the production of their own hot sauce.

Nuestras Raices, Holyoke – $22,085
This project will expand the urban farming infrastructure at Nuestras Raices. The award for the Holyoke non-profit will
support the development of a one-acre fruit orchard at the Nuestras Raices Farm site, La Finca. The orchard is
expected to include 100 apple trees, 25 Peach trees, 10 Paw Paws and dozens of berry bushes.

Urban Farming Institute, Boston – $4,787
The funds awarded to UFI will support their Farmer Training program with the purchase of a laptop computer for market
management, crop documentation and administrative duties. They have effectively utilized past grant awards by
consistently increasing production and marketing access within the urban communities where their farm sites are
located.

“Supporting innovative urban agriculture initiatives and allowing new enterprises to thrive provides countless benefits to
our residents in Boston,” said Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh. “I thank the Baker Administration for this crucial
funding, which will support our goals of creating a resilient and nutritious food system, and build on the work of our
business and non-profit partners.”

“Mill City Grows and the New Entry Sustainable Farming Project have increased access to fresh produce in Lowell,



improving the health of the city’s low-income residents,” said State Senator Eileen Donoghue (D-Lowell). “This
grant will advance both organizations’ important work and foster the growth of Lowell’s burgeoning urban farming
sector.” 

“I want to thank Governor Baker and Lt. Governor Polito, for their leadership in awarding these sustainable farming
grants,”said State Representative Thomas A. Golden Jr. (D- Lowell). “This funding will allow the programs in
Lowell to continue to build upon their success in growing healthy foods and delivering them to our communities.  The
Baker Administration and Secretary Beaton have taken a leadership role in bringing agricultural renewal to urban
communities.”

“Since its founding, Mill City Grows has had a significant and tangible effect on the quality of life here in the City of
Lowell,” said State Representative Randy Mom (D-Lowell). “They are committed to providing urban agricultural
programs to residents of all ages with a special focus on educating young children about nutrition and the food supply
chain. This grant will allow Mill City Grows to nearly double their acreage within the city, significantly increasing their
positive impact on our community.”

 

###

DAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four divisions –
Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health, and Crop and Pest Services –
DAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to
promote economically and environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures, and fulfill  agriculture’s role in
energy conservation and production. For more information, visit DAR’s website at www.mass.gov/agr, and/or follow
at twitter.com/mdarcommish.

Follow Commissioner Lebeaux on Twitter: www.twitter.com/mdarcommish

Visit our MDAR’s website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/agr

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy
Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment
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