














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Operation and Maintenance Plan 
 

Responsible Parties 
This stormwater drainage system is a municipally owned system.  The operation and maintenance of 
the stormwater drainage system including all best management practices on Town lands and on 
private properties are the responsibility of the Town of Tewksbury, unless otherwise noted since 
roadway runoff is the primary component being treated through the BMP.  In some private property 
installations, maintenance agreements have been formulated with homeowners to reduce Town 
maintenance activities.  The Town has also agreed to provide certain materials as available to such 
homeowners for use with the BMP’s such as wood chip mulch and compost. 
 
Maintenance Schedule 
 
Rain Gardens 
Rain Gardens shall be inspected semi-annually (early spring and late summer).  Rain Garden plants 
shall be watered regularly during the first season after planting.  
 
Roadside Swales 
Roadside Swales shall be inspected semi-annually(early spring and late summer). 
 
Street Sweeping 
Street Sweeping should be conducted at least twice per year. 
 
Maintenance Requirements 
 
Roadside Swales 
Roadside Swales shall be mowed at the start of the growing season and any foreign debris shall be 
removed at this time.  In early spring and over-accumulations of sand after winter sanding operations 
shall be removed by shovel and disturbed areas re-seeded.  Excessive leaf accumulations shall also 
be removed. Minor accumulations of sand or leaf matter can be left in place so long as vegetation 
coverage has not been compromised.  Late summer inspection shall involve mowing and inspection 
of side slopes for erosion or animal burrowing, cutting and removal of woody vegetation and spot 
reseeding as necessary 
 
Rain Gardens 
Bi-Annual inspection of any forebay areas and the rain garden shall be conducted. In early spring 
and over-accumulations excess organic debris, leaf litter or sands shall be removed.  Wood chip 
mulch shall be supplemented as needed. Any erosion and animal burrowing detected during the 
inspection shall be corrected and areas stabilized and seeded. Outlet pipes for underdrains shall be 
inspected to ensure they are free flowing and no vegetation is blocking pipe.  Pipe outlet stone armor 
shall also be inspected for any displacement or erosion. An important consideration in maintenance 
practices is to minimize compaction of the planting media. Ideally, once the garden is planted, it will 
not be walked on or otherwise compacted. During the first season after planting, plants will need to 
be watered regularly so that they are given a good start on growing and getting established, as in a 
typical garden.  Late summer inspection shall include similar items as the early spring inspection; 
however invasive planting or woody species shall also be removed as detected. Side slopes shall as 
be cut to better maintain vegetation density. Plantings shall also be inspected and any dead plantings 
shall be replaced unless densities have sufficiently expanded within the garden. 
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