
SENATE 31

To accompany the petition of the Federation of State, City and Town
Employees, by M. F. O’Brien and another, relative to the removal,
suspension or reduction of persons under the classified civil service.
Public Sendee.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Twc

AN ACT
Relative to the Removal, Suspension or Reduction

of Persons under the Classified Civil Service.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Every person holding office or em-
-2 ployment in the public service of the common-
-3 wealth, or in any county, city or town thereof,
4 classified under the civil service rules of the com-
-5 monwealth, shall hold such office or employ-
-6 ment and shall not be removed therefrom, lowered
7 in rank or compensation or suspended, or, without
8 his consent, transferred from such office or em-
-9 ployment to any other except for just cause, and

10 for reasons specifically given him in writing at
11 the time of any such action affecting him in his
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12 position or within twenty-four hours thereafter.
13 If, within three days thereafter, the person
14 sought to be removed, suspended, lowered or
15 transferred shall so request in writing, he shall
16 be given a public hearing in not less than three
17 nor more than seven days after such request by
18 the officer or board whose action affected him, as
19 aforesaid, and he shall be allowed to answer the
20 charges preferred against him, either personally
21 or by counsel, and shall be notified, in writing,
22 within three days after the hearing, of the de-
-23 cision of such officer or board. In default of such
24 hearing, said person shall be forthwith reinstated.
25 A copy of said reasons, notice, answer, and de-
-26 cision shall be made a matter of public record in
27 the department.

1 Section 2. Within seven days after said hear-
-2 ing, the person so removed, transferred or lowered
3 in rank or compensation, or suspended, except
4 members of the police department of the city of
5 Boston, of the police department of the metro-
-6 politan park commission and except members of
7 the district police, may bring a petition in the
8 police, district or municipal court within the
9 judicial district where such person resides, ad-

-10 dressed to the justice of the court, praying that
11 the action of the officer or board may be reviewed
12 by the court, and the court shall within three
13 days notify such officer or board as the court
14 may think necessary of hearing to be held within
15 ten days after date of said notice, when the court
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16 shall review such action, hear the witnesses, and
17 shall affirm said order unless it shall appear that
18 it was made without proper cause or in bad faith,
19 in which case said order shall be reversed and
20 the petitioner be reinstated in his office without
21 loss of compensation. The decision of the court
22 shall be final and conclusive upon the parties.

23 If such officer or board attempts, by further
24 judicial proceedings, to obtain a review of a de-
-25 cision reinstating the petitioner, and if the person
26 so reinstated requests, said person shall be re-
-27 tained in his position until final disposition of his
28 case, and the said court shall assign counsel to
29 appear and act for him in said further proceed-
-30 ings, and the reasonable compensation and ex-
-31 penses of said counsel shall be paid from the
32 county treasury on the certificate of the said
33 court.

1 Section 3. Chapter three hundred and four-
-2 teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and four
3 and chapter six hundred and twenty-four of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and eleven are hereby
5 repealed.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




