
SENATE 154

To accompany the petition of George L. Mayberry relative to the
jurisdictionand powers of the Supreme Judicial Court and the Superior
Court. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Two.

AN ACT
Relative to Jurisdiction and Powers of the Supreme

Judicial Court and the Superior Court.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The superior court shall have
2 original jurisdiction, concurrently with the su-
-3 preme judicial court, of all proceedings relating
4 to habeas corpus, quo warranto and informations
5 in the nature of a quo warranto, mandamus
6 (except in the case of the issue of a writ of man-
-7 damns to a court or judge), and also all matters
8 relating to the dissolution of corporations, and
9 all cases and matters of equity of which the

10 supreme judicial court now has exclusive original
11 jurisdiction, other than cases arising under the
12 statutes relating to insolvency, of which general
13 superintendence and jurisdiction are given to it
14 by those statutes, or arising under sections
15 seventy-seven and seventy-eight of chapter sixty-
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16 three of the General Laws relating to the reim-
-17 bursement of certain taxes, or under section five
18 of chapter twenty-five of the General Laws relat-
-19 ing to the department of public utilities.

1 Section 2. Questions of law arising in any
2 proceedings of which jurisdiction is hereby vested
3 in the superior court may be reserved and re-
-4 ported to the supreme judicial court for the con-
-5 sideration of the full court, in the same manner
6 and subject to the same provisions as are or may
7 be applicable to suits in equity.

1 Section 3. On or after the first day of
2 in the year nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-two the supreme judicial court or a justice
4 thereof may transfer for partial or final disposi-
-5 tion in the superior court or in the probate court,
6 respectively, any cause commenced on or after
7 said date within the concurrent jurisdiction of
8 said courts, respectively, and the supreme judicial
9 court subject to appeal, exceptions or other pro-

10 ceedings in the nature of an appeal applicable to
11 such cases, if originally brought in the court to
12 which they are transferred, and the supreme
13 judicial court may direct any cause within such
14 concurrent jurisdiction commenced on or after'the
15 day above mentioned in either of said courts to
16 be transferred to the supreme judicial court in
17 whole or in part for further action or directions,
18 and in case of partial transfer may issue such
19 orders or directions in regard to the part of such
20 cause not so transferred, as justice may require.


