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A D D R E S S . 
Members of the General Court: 

Government today is more complicated than in 
the earlier generations that have passed into history. 
The pioneer work of establishing a form of govern-
ment and deciding the fundamental issues that such 
work usually entails and the primary steps in or-
ganizing the various governmental agencies have 
been quite generally completed. The perfecting of 
this work will go on until the end of time. Aside 
from these matters and the particular problems 
each generation faces in its day, the great bulk of 
the work here in Massachusetts is to handle properly 
and honestly a vast administrative concern, the 
Commonwealth itself, keeping that Common-
wealth in the true path of progress and meeting 
squarely the issues connected with such an under-
taking. 

Government in Massachusetts today concerns 
itself with a great many of the activities of the 
daily life of its people. I t assists in caring for the 
mentally and physically ill and those who have 
lost their way in life's struggle. I t concerns itself 
with the education of the youth as well as with 



the welfare of those of mature age. I t zealously 
guards the public health. I t protects its citizens 
from the ruthlessness of those who recognize no law 
at all. I t reaches out and in the interest of the 
public controls the large public service corporations. 
Its judiciary does all in its power to keep the scales 
of justice evenly balanced. I t strives in every pos-
sible Avay to aid the men who till the soil as well as 
those who labor in our factories and other lines of 
useful and honorable endeavor. In other ways it 
tries to be helpful and in all this work, reaching into 
every hamlet, village, town and city, it hopes to 
accomplish more than ever before. 

Woven into this fabric of endeavor on the part of 
the Commonwealth is the opportunity for much 
good and some evil. That we may develop the 
opportunities for good and keep abreast of the high 
ideals and practical sense of the founders of this 
ancient Commonwealth, at the threshold of our 
joint service I ask your co-operation and promise 
you mine. 

E N C O U R A G E M E N T OF INDUSTRY. 

Every proper and reasonable aid and encourage-
ment should be given to the industries of Massachu-
setts in order to stimulate business and production 
and promote the general prosperity. Whether it be 
the business of the great port of Boston, Agriculture, 



Manufacturing, Fisheries or any other occupation, 
great or small, if properly conducted, and offering 
its product or service at reasonable prices, it should 
receive the encouragement and protection of the 
Commonwealth. The old, crude and sometimes 
demagogic theory that business should be ham-
pered and hindered has long since ceased to appeal 
to any but the most radical and uninformed and to 
those who expect some personal or political profit 
from such tactics. This does not mean that the 
supervision and restraint provided under our State 
laws for the protection of the public should be 
passive. On the contrary, it will be my constant 
endeavor to see that the proper agencies of the Com-
monwealth are alert to protect at all times and to the 
fullest degree the rights of every citizen within the 
Commonwealth. 

Inasmuch as all but approximately 200,000 of our 
population derive their living directly or indirectly 
as the result of industrial activities, it is well for the 
Legislature to proceed with discrimination and ma-
ture consideration of any contemplated measures 
which would further restrict or embarrass the in-
dustrial activities of the State. A real contribution 
to the industrial activities of Massachusetts would 
be a lessening of the burden of taxation and the 
assurance of the stability of our laws free from con-
stant changes which do not fundamentally help the 



public at large hut tend to fritter away the time 
and energy and initiative of men engaged in the 
undertakings which make a commonwealth or nation 
progressive and prosperous. 

There are industries in Massachusetts that are 
capable of achieving a market much wider than 
the Commonwealth itself affords. There are fine 
opportunities in agriculture and fruit raising. The 
fish industry, one of the oldest in Massachusetts 
and one linked with the traditions of our Common-
wealth, would, in my opinion, show a great increase 
in volume of business if modern methods of mer-
chandising and salesmanship were more generally 
employed. The Commonwealth does not wish to 
interfere in these matters in a patronizing way. Its 
sole aim is to co-operate in a constructive program. 

T H E A R B I T R A T I O N OF COMMERCIAL D I S P U T E S . 

The prompt settlement of disputes or misunder-
standings arising out of commercial intercourse or 
agreements is highly desirable and, in fact, very 
essential to the efficient and economical handling of 
business in large volume. Because of the congested 
condition of our court calendars and the very nature 
of a suit at law, long delays ensue at times in the 
trial of cases and much business is kept at a stand-
still and great expense is incurred, all of which 
eventually is paid by the public. 



A practical solution of at least a substantial part 
of this problem, which is a very real one, would 
seem to lie in legislation providing for the arbitra-
tion of commercial disputes arising out of contract. 
Such arbitration is in successful operation in one or 
two states at the present time. This solution would 
make possible the speedy settlement of such dis-
agreements by men familiar with the nature and 
details of the business in dispute and would at the 
same time relieve the pressure due to new causes 
presented to our courts. The expense of such an 
undertaking to both parties would naturally be 
much less than the cost of a court trial and the de-
cision in most instances, in my opinion, would be 
more satisfactory, because the facts could be ascer-
tained much more quickly when the inquiry was not 
hampered by many technical rules of law and pro-
cedure under which our courts must proceed in the 
trial of cases. I recommend your most earnest con-
sideration and action in this matter. 

A G R I C U L T U R E . 

Agriculture in Massachusetts can best be encour-
aged and assisted by making every endeavor to 
reduce taxes and to encourage collective and co-
operative action in distributing products, and in 
buying supplies. The real necessity for such as-
sistance must be apparent to all who give to agri-



culture the deep and practical study and attention 
that it deserves. The farmer should be released from 
individual competitive conditions which are of no 
benefit to either producer or consumer. 

Agriculture in Massachusetts is taking on a re-
newed vitality. There is evidence to show that its 
years of depression are past. This is an encouraging 
situation. That this improvement may continue 
even more rapidly, aid and encouragement along 
sound economic lines should be rendered to agri-
culture by the Commonwealth. 

F I R E P R E V E N T I O N . 

A Special Commission is studying the problem of 
fire prevention and to its report you will, of course, 
give careful consideration. The urgent need of 
additional safeguards from fire for the inmates of 
hospitals is apparent. The danger is not so much 
in new construction as it is with old buildings used 
for hospital purposes. This is a matter which should 
be promptly considered in order that people unable 
to care for themselves in such places arc given the 
protection to which human life is entitled. 

M O T O R V E H I C L E ACCIDENTS. 

The unprecedented and tragic loss of human lives 
especially of the lives of little children, by motor 
vehicles and whether due to accident or negligence 
challenges the sympathetic consideration of all 



thoughtful citizens and demands action on the part 
of those intrusted with the public safety. The 
drivers of motor vehicles, the household, the school, 
the police, pedestrians, and in fact every citizen 
must devote every energy in a supreme effort to 
minimize in every way the mounting danger to life 
and limb. Criminal carelessness and drunken drivers 
must be swiftly and severely dealt with by the proper 
authorities. Speed in congested areas and at inter-
secting streets must be regulated, even though at 
great inconvenience to motorists. I t would be well 
to consider also a more complete examination of ap-
plicants for driver licenses to ascertain whether poor 
vision, or any other defect, makes such applicant 
unqualified to operate properly a motor vehicle. 
The situation demands drastic action and the sooner 
taken the better. The special committee of the 
Legislature studying this question, in its report, will 
undoubtedly make some practical recommendations, 
and I urge your earnest consideration and prompt 
action upon all proper and effective measures or 
recommendations. 

A serious problem is that of the victim of motor 
vehicle accidents, who finds it impossible to obtain 
financial redress for disability resulting from his 
misfortune. These victims often are the bread win-
ners of families; their death or injury offers, in 
addition to the personal tragedy, an economic prob-



lem. It is estimated that at least sixty per cent of 
the owners and operators of motor vehicles of Mas-
sachusetts do not carry personal liability insurance. 
Thus in many instances the injured party has no 
redress. 

I recommend that careful consideration be given 
to legislation which would require owners and 
drivers of motor vehicles to furnish security for 
liability for personal injuries or death caused by their 
motor vehicles. 

The need for careful study of the traffic problems 
of our large cities is obvious. The streets in the 
business sections of Boston are seriously crowded 
with traffic much of which could doubtless arrive at 
its destination by streets less crowded and fully as 
convenient. The situation is becoming constantly 
worse and necessitates the adoption of some plan 
that will provide a remedy. 

A related problem is that of unprotected grade 
crossings. I t seems impossible at this time to meet 
the tremendous expense of the abolition of all cross-
ings, but more protection can be afforded the public 
by the installation of proper warning signals, and I 
recommend that this important matter be thoroughly 
considered. 



R E N T L A W S . F U E L ADMINISTRATOR. 

In accordance with the suggestion of the Special 
Commission on the Necessaries of Life, I recommend 
that the special rent laws be extended for another 
year and that such activities of this Commission 
as seem advisable be continued. I also recommend 
that the Governor be authorized to appoint an 
Emergency Fuel Administrator. Probably there 
will be no occasion to make such an appointment but 
it seems the part of wisdom to be prepared for any 
emergency. 

T H E N A T I O N A L G U A R D . 

The National Guard of Massachusetts is a source 
of great pride to its citizens. I t trains young men 
not only to protect properly and efficiently their 
country and their Commonwealth, but it also trains 
them physically and mentally. The Commonwealth 
is grateful to the officers and men who volunteer 
their services in the National Guard and every effort 
will be made to uphold the high standard always 
maintained by the soldiers of Massachusetts. 

B I E N N I A L SESSIONS. 

I believe in economy of legislation. I am in favor 
of biennial sessions of our Legislature. 

Of the forty-eight States in the Union, only five 
besides Massachusetts have annual sessions. Of 



that number, three have limited sessions of only 
forty, fifty, and sixty days, respectively. The other 
two have no limit to the duration of sessions, but 
these are much shorter than those of Massachusetts. 
Thus Massachusetts stands practically alone in the 
wastefulness of excessive legislative sessions. 

There appears no need for the system of annual 
sessions. A review of past sessions offers convincing 
evidence that substitution of the biennial system 
would be not only feasible but advantageous from 
almost every point of view. Many of the important 
departments of the Commonwealth have this year 
reported that no new legislation is necessary for the 
administration of their departments, other than pro-
viding the required appropriations. The number of 
new statutes could be lessened without loss to the 
people. I t should follow that greater care would be 
taken in framing legislation if it were known that 
changes could not be made in the succeeding year. 
In any case of emergency a special session could be 
called. 

I also recommend that the business of the present 
session be prosecuted vigorously, to the end that we 
may have an early adjournment. 

C I V I L S E R V I C E . 

The principle of Civil Service has become well 
established in Massachusetts and rightly so. I t 



contributes much towards efficiency of service in 
public work. There is a weakness in the law, how-
ever, which should be remedied, and it is in that 
part pertaining to removals. Under the law as it 
stands no employee can be removed except for the 
most serious offense, and employees who would be 
promptly removed from private employment for in-
competency and inefficiency continue to hold their 
positions in the public service indefinitely. Here we 
have the cause of the most constant criticism of the 
civil service system, and the time has come when 
this part of the law should be amended. 

P U B L I C H E A L T H . 

Massachusetts has always been a leader in the 
conservation of the health of its people. Through 
its Department of Public Health it has established a 
State-wide ten-year child tuberculosis program which 
has for its object the discovery and proper treat-
ment of those school children throughout the State 
who are suffering from Childhood Tuberculosis or 
who are under weight or malnourished. The effec-
tive carrying out of this program means that this 
problem will be attacked at its root and a large 
part of the suffering and death now caused by this 
disease will be avoided. 

It is by no means in tuberculosis control alone but 
rather in all aspects of the vast subject of public 



health that Massachusetts is meeting her obligations 
to her people in a progressive, practical fashion. 

Particularly can rapid progress be noted in the 
newer emphasis on the importance of seeking more 
vigorous physical and mental health for each in-
dividual child and adult rather than placing the 
emphasis of our health departments and other 
health conserving agencies on the overcoming of 
disease. The steady multiplication of such agencies 
as health centers, community play fields, summer 
camps and the like are not dramatic in the ordinary 
sense of the word but they are of great public sig-
nificance to the future welfare of our people. 

It long ago became evident that the promotion of 
public health had reached a point where the Com-
monwealth must share with the individual the re-
sponsibility for furthering health measures. Yet the 
obligation of the individual citizen to provide ade-
quately for the health of the family is still one 
which cannot be lightened without the risk of losing 
more than is gained. With these facts in mind, it is 
earnestly recommended that every effort be made by 
State and local authorities to encourage the educa-
tion of the public concerning matters of health. 

In any consideration of public health we must of 
necessity consider the eradication of tuberculosis 
from the cows supplying milk to the children of 
Massachusetts. Proper testing of livestock must be 



continued as cows infected are a menace to child-
hood and a prolific source of this disease. The 
importance of this matter cannot be overempha-
sized. 

I recommend the adoption of a program for the 
control of bovine tuberculosis to the end that this 
grave danger to public health may be eliminated as 
promptly as possible. 

M E N T A L D I S E A S E S . 

The Commonwealth should continue its support 
of the policies established for the prevention of men-
tal diseases. Progress in this direction has been made 
and help given the various communities by means of 
the school survey and out-patient clinics. Research 
work should be actively continued in order to get at 
the roots of the causes of mental disease. This work 
has been carried on through a Division for Mental 
Hygiene under the Department of Mental Diseases 
and the Commonwealth can well afford to make an 
appropriation for this purpose and I shall so recom-
mend later in the Budget Message. Mental dis-
ease can be largely prevented and State institu-
tions should do an increasing amount of preventive 
work. Every other practical effort to check the 
menace of mental disease should be made. 

The high standard of treatment accordcd to the 
inmates of our institutions, which is recognized 



throughout the country as of the best, should also 
be maintained and improved. No State does more 
for its dependents than does Massachusetts. Its 
leadership in methods of care, research, and in the 
field of prevention, has long been recognized. Great 
honor is being continually paid this Commonwealth 
through representatives from other states and coun-
tries who come here to familiarize themselves with 
our methods. Massachusetts enjoys an enviable 
reputation for its wise legislation dealing with these 
specialized problems. I purpose that the excellent 
work of these institutions shall be maintained and 
continued on the same high scale that has existed in 
the past. 

A few weeks ago there occurred the death of Doc-
tor Walter E. Fernald, who for thirty-seven years 
was Superintendent of the Massachusetts School for 
the Feeble-Minded, — the first institution of its 
kind in the country. Dr. Fernald was internation-
ally known for his contributions to the field of mental 
defect. A pioneer, an optimist, a man of vision and 
exceptional ability, he brought to countless num-
bers with whom he came in contact, inspiration and 
deep gratitude for his kindly aid. The services of a 
man like Dr. Fernald can never be adequately recog-
nized, but I recommend that the next appropriate 
building erected by the Commonwealth be desig-
nated T H E W A L T E R E . F E R N A L D M E M O R I A L B U I L D -



ING in memory of a man who gave to Massachusetts 
such distinguished service. 

EDUCATION. 

The educational program of the Commonwealth 
has gone forward each year. The strictly educa-
tional work with the alien population deals with the 
teaching of English and the principles of citizenship. 
This work is carried on in co-operation with our cities 
and towns in factory, home and evening classes. 
These classes during the past year enrolled 32,337 
students. The census reports show that in Massa-
chusetts there are 145,000 foreign born adult illit-
erates. I t would therefore appear that, while the 
program for this Commonwealth has by no means 
reached all whom it should, a most satisfactory be-
ginning has been made. I t is gratifying to note that 
the plans arranged by the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Education have been approved by the 
Federal Bureau of Naturalization and have been 
extensively followed by other states. 

The law recently enacted with reference to the 
rehabilitation of those injured through industrial 
accident has resulted during the last year in the 
handling of over three thousand such cases. 

Massachusetts has consistently recognized the 
value of a progressive system of public schools. 
Through constructive legislation and generous out-



lay by both State and local communities, she has 
continued to hold her place as a leader in the Nation 
and we should ever be willing to provide the means 
for the needs of our public schools. 

During the past five years, enrollment in the pub-
lic high schools of Massachusetts has increased from 
85,500 to 119,000, an increase of approximately 
forty per cent. This striking growth in so brief a 
period is a splendid testimonial of the value our 
people place upon advanced educational opportu-
nities for the youth of the State. 

Fewr states can boast of as well qualified teachers 
as those now serving in the public schools of Massa-
chusetts. Approximately ninety per cent of the 
entire teaching force are graduates of higher educa-
tional institutions and possess the recognized equip-
ment for teaching service. 

P U B L I C W O R K S . 

The constantly growing demand for better high-
ways together with the increasing pressure upon 
the department for larger contributions of State 
funds towards the cost of roads not included in 
the existing State highway system has made it ap-
parent that a comprehensive program leading to 
definite results in a specified period of time should 
be adopted by the Division of Highways. This 
program could be used as a basis for legislation to 



provide the revenue to meet the cost and also to 
establish an orderly and systematic method of 
creating a system of highways that will adequately 
meet the traffic requirements of the motor vehicle. 
This important subject as well as other projects of 
this department will be considered fully in the 
Budget Message to follow later. 

The tremendous cost of road and bridge construc-
tion and repairs necessitates additional revenue. 
Massachusetts people are paying a gasoline tax in 
New Hampshire and many other states for the 
support of roads outside of Massachusetts, while the 
people of those states come to Massachusetts and 
contribute nothing for the use of our roads. Unless 
the owners of motor vehicles in this State con-
tribute more, either by a gasoline tax or some other 
method, towards the construction and maintenance 
of roads and bridges the Commonwealth will find its 
road program seriously curtailed as compared with 
that of many States now having a gasoline tax. 

L A W E N F O R C E M E N T . 

The enactment or adoption of a law places the 
burden of the enforcement of that law, together 
with all other laws, squarely upon the enforcing au-
thority. At the last election the people of Massa-
chusetts adopted Chapter 370 of the Acts of the 
year 1923, being "An Act Relative to Intoxicating 



Liquors and Certain Non-Intoxicating Beverages." 
I ask that this law be strictly and impartially en-
forced. Violation of the prohibition amendment 
constitutes one of the gravest problems of the 
present day. As Chief Executive, it is my purpose 
to have the laws of Massachusetts enforced regard-
less of every consideration save that of justice. 

JUDICIAL P R O C E D U R E . 

By Chapter 244 of the Acts of last year, a Judicial 
Council was created and appointments made thereto 
by the Governor. The purpose of this Council is 
set forth in the resolve creating it. The citizens of 
Massachusetts rightly expect that this Commission 
in due time will make recommendations for the im-
provement, simplification and speeding up of the 
trial of cases in our Commonwealth and I am con-
fident that much good will result from its work. 
Added powers or scope should be given this Com-
mission, if it finds them necessary in the prosecu-
tion of its work. In so far as possible the law's de-
lays should be made a thing of the past. 

C R I M E . 

Crimes of violence in Massachusetts have be-
come so frequent as to demand the most rigorous 
handling by all constituted authorities. The right 
of American citizens to have their lives secure is 



almost daily violated. The situation is intolerable. 
The Commonwealth should support, by all neces-
sary legislation and by all other proper means, 
efforts to preserve to the citizens of Massachusetts 
their rights to personal safety which are now chal-
lenged by gun-bearing criminals. The penalty for 
carrying concealed weapons should be increased and 
enforced to the limit. Wholesale gun play, robbery, 
and homicide must be stamped out. I believe a 
rigorous program of drastic action and severe penal-
ties would put an end to the activities of these men 
who shoot down defenseless persons in our State. 

I also recommend that an adequate penalty for 
forcibly resisting a police officer be adopted. The 
fact that a police officer is engaged in an occupation 
which is at times full of danger is no reason why we 
should sit calmly by and make no effort to further 
protect him in the performance of his duty. 

T H E PROTECTION OP SAVINGS. 

The frequent exploitation by unscrupulous 
schemers of fraudulent and worthless stocks, in 
which the savings of a lifetime of thrift of many 
people are lost, makes it imperative that the Com-
monwealth exert every effort to prevent such oper-
ations in the future. We can further safeguard 
the people from such danger. If all the money lost 
in worthless schemes exploited in Massachusetts 



during the last ten years could have been put to 
some good purpose or invested in the legitimate 
industries of Massachusetts, it would be a tremen-
dous boon to many families. 

Let us make sure that the law is strengthened 
and more vigorously enforced to the end that the 
fullest measure of protection is afforded the people 
of the Commonwealth. 

PARTICIPATION OP W O M E N IN G O V E R N M E N T . 

The interest taken by women generally through-
out the Commonwealth in their civic duties is a 
guarantee of a new and greater interest in government 
by those who will do much to uphold the high stand-
ard of civic righteousness. I t is merely justice to 
women that they should participate in government 
on equal terms with men. 

REGISTRATION OP PHYSICIANS. 

A Special Commission on Registration Laws has 
filed with the Legislature its report dealing with the 
registration of physicians and others, as well as the 
operation of the various divisions of registration. 
I t is most important that the highest standard of 
the medical profession be assured so that the people 
may know and be justified in having faith in those 
who are given the right to practice medicine within 
the Commonwealth. Legislation to that end is 
necessary and should be passed. 



RAILROADS. 

It is of vital importance, and especially so in an 
industrial commonwealth like Massachusetts, that 
its railroads be able to render efficient service at 
reasonable cost to the public. The railroad situa-
tion and rate question are outstanding problems of 
the present day. The Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts is deeply concerned in this important matter and 
in any remaking of the railroad map and should watch 
developments closely and be prepared to make its 
voice heard. The New England Committee, ap-
pointed by the Governors of New England, has criti-
cised the operation of some of our railroads severely. 
It seems clear that efforts are being made by the 
managements to operate more efficiently, and better 
results are beginning to appear. I t is encouraging 
to note that the two largest systems of New Eng-
land report in place of a large deficit in 1923 a 
moderate surplus in 1924. 

STATE F I N A N C E AND INDEBTEDNESS. 

In the many and varied activities of the Com-
monwealth expending annually millions of dollars, 
new ventures and new theories should be most care-
fully tested before they are adopted. Departments 
recommending increases in appropriations should 
also furnish information as to where and how the 



additional revenue is to be obtained. The mere 
asking for appropriations, without any thought 
as to how the money is to be secured, may be a 
comfortable and less annoying way of running a 
department but it tends to extravagance, careless-
ness and loose management. It is true that "gen-
eral taxation" or "general revenue" may be sug-
gested as a routine answer to such a query, but it 
does not squarely meet the issue. 

The goal to which we should direct our continued 
efforts is a Commonwealth without a debt. It 
should be done. It can be done. A step in that 
direction has been accomplished by my predecessor 
in office. Just bear in mind the millions of dollars 
which Massachusetts has paid out in interest alone 
and your resolution to help in the great achieve-
ment of ridding the Commonwealth of indebtedness 
will be greatly strengthened. There may be times 
of great emergency; there may be occasion for 
necessarily large expenditures which will require 
temporary loans of short duration. These can be 
readily taken care of without starting again to pile 
up a large indebtedness. 

The recent disastrous fire at the Bridgewater State 
Normal School necessitates an unexpected and very 
large expenditure of money. In order that this ex-
penditure may be made wisely and without the addi-
tional cost and waste for temporary buildings I ask 
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your prompt consideration of this important prob-
lem. I also recommend that a sinking fund or an 
insurance fund to be contributed to annually be 
created so that in the future when a fire of such 
magnitude occurs, the whole burden will not fall so 
heavily on one administration and under some cir-
cumstances endanger the far-seeing and wise pay-
as-you-go policy of the Commonwealth. 

M U N I C I P A L F I N A N C E AND I N D E B T E D N E S S . 

The most, effective way to stop the tremendous 
and alarming expenditures of money by municipal 
authorities is to arouse public opinion thoroughly. 
When the citizens realize that municipal taxation is 
the great and rapidly growing burden that bears the 
most heavily upon them and that it is increasing in 
an almost unbelievable way, they will act. But 
action must be prompt and thorough. It is the 
most important problem today in municipal affairs. 

The general laws relating to the incurrence of 
debt by municipalities were not changed during the 
1924 session of the General Court, but the special 
acts authorizing indebtedness outside the debt limit 
were so drafted that an initial contribution had to 
be made from revenue before a loan could be made; 
furthermore, the periods of such loans were shortened. 
This policy should be continued, and I would recom-



T H E BOSTON E L E V A T E D R A I L W A Y . 

In accordance with an order, adopted by the Leg-
islature at its last session, a Joint Special Committee 
was appointed to investigate and report on the 
question of control, finances and equipment of the 
Boston Elevated Railway as well as to consider and 
report upon the advisability of establishing a metro-
politan district for financing metropolitan rapid 
transit. The importance of the work assigned to 
this Committee is clear. The conclusions reached 
should aid in the important work of deciding the 
best policy to pursue in the future operation of this 
system. The most careful thought and investiga-
tion are necessary in order to reach the right solu-
tion and no definite plan should be adopted without 
the most mature consideration. 

I should like to see every effort made by the man-
agement to merit the good will of the traveling pub-
lic by doing everything possible to give service in 
keeping with the efficient and practical operation of 
the system. 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE R E V O L U T I O N . 

The Commission appointed under the provisions 
of Chapter 42, Resolves of 1924, to recommend a 
program for the proper observance by the Com-
monwealth of the one hundred and fiftieth anni-
versary of the War of the American Revolution will 



shortly report to the Legislature and this report 
should be given prompt attention inasmuch as the 
beginning of the Revolution centers around the 
19th of April. This important anniversary in the 
history of our country should be properly observed, 
for in Massachusetts we have the shrines of American 
liberty and independence and here in Massachusetts 
its citizens have been the first to respond to the call 
of arms in every war from the days of the Revolu-
tion to the great World War. 

CONCLUSION. 

More than three hundred years ago, resolute and 
courageous men and women crossed the seas to the 
shores of Massachusetts and began here the building 
of a Republic which through the years of its exist-
ence, generation by generation, has won and held 
the admiration of mankind. Here in this Common-
wealth, which we for the time being have the privi-
lege of serving, government by the people in behalf 
of all the people has reached its greatest fruition. 
Here not only opportunity waits on all but in a 
larger sense than ever before equal opportunity for 
all obtains. Looking back through the years, pride 
of accomplishment is strong within our hearts. 
Looking to the present and forward to the future, 
never has either promised more for the advance-
ment and prosperity of the citizens of the Common-



wealth. Interest in government, revival of business, 
marked advance in science, progress in every direc-
tion are the order of the day. Not by mere chance 
is all this so happily true. 

" Standeth God within the shadow, 
Keeping watch above his own." 

No government that forgets the true meaning of 
sacrifice, honesty of purpose and action, the value 
of true work, the great virtue of humility could 
ever achieve what we enjoy today and what we 
hope to make more abundant and secure for the 
future. Under such circumstances can we dissipate 
our thought and action by the mockery of false 
issues? Can we have any other purpose than to 
give to our service here consideration only for the 
Commonwealth we love and honor? Your answer 
joins with mine in pledging anew our best efforts 
not for today alone but for every day of our service 
to Massachusetts. 






