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SALE OF A PORTION OF T H E STATE MUSTER FIELD. 
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To the Clerk of the Senate. 
1. The Armory Commissioners under a Resolve, Chapter 60, Acts and Resolves, 

1924, approved on June 3d, are authorized to sell a portion of the property owned 
by the Commonwealth in the Town of Framingham known as the State muster 
field. A copy of this Resolve is attached. 

2. A plan of the property showing a total of over 113 acres is attached. In the 
consideration of the sale of a portion of this property it has been understood that 
the area included between the boundaries and the red lines at the lower left-hand 
portion of the plan, said area containing all the buildings of the Arsenal proper, 
would be excluded from the property offered for sale. 

3. In addition to the buildings mentioned in the above paragraph there are 
three other buildings located in the upper middle portion of the plan and numbered 
1, 2, and 3. I t will be necessary to retain these buildings until provision is made 
to store their contents which, at present consist of 60 motor trucks, 8 light tanks, 
125 escort wagons, 25 ambulance bodies, 15 "light cargo bodies, rolling kitchens, 
water tanks, and various other articles too numerous to mention. 

4. Under a special act of the Legislature the Commonwealth pays to the Towrn 
of Framingham a tax on the property. The valuation now agreed upon is ap-
proximately $56,000.00. 

5. The Resolve mentioned in the first paragraph appropriated no funds for the 
purpose of making a sale in accordance with the terms of the Resolve. 

6. The Armory Commission has made a careful investigation of the situation. 
The Commission has had a report from a well-known Boston real estate man who 
reports that the area available for sale is worth $50,000.00. A real estate man in 
Framingham has made a tentative offer to take the land in Framingham and 
build on the vacant land of the Commonwealth Armory plot a building to equal 
in cost the value of the Framingham land. Mr. Henry Dennison of the Dennison 
Manufacturing Co. has offered $60,000.00 for the land and has agreed to give the 
Commonwealth not to exceed eight (8) years for the removal of buildings num-
bered 1, 2, and 3. 

7. Attached to this communication is a letter from Mr. Frederic H. Hilton, 
Esq., of Framingham who writes on behalf of the Framingham Board of Trade. 
This letter, we- believe, is self-explanatory. 

8. The attention of the Clerk of the Senate, is invited to another situation 
which has a direct bearing on the use of the State muster-field, namely, at present, 
state-owned land in East Boston at Jeffries Point, popularly known as the "Boston-
Airport", originally developed for commercial purposes. As far as the Com-
mission has been informed it is still the intention of those having this land in 
custody to utilize it for commercial purposes whenever it is so needed, using it 
in the meanwhile for aviation purposes. If the extension of the commercial ac-
tivities in East Boston require the use of this land it will make it necessary to 
provide another landing field for air-planes. A representative of the Air Service 
of the War Department filed with The Adjutant General sometime ago a protest 
against the sale of the Framingham field for the reason that it would eventually 
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be needed as a landing field. In elapsed time a journey from the State House 
to the Airport is practically equal to a journey from the State House to the State 
muster field, the congestion between the State House and the Airport equalizing 
the increased distance from the State House to the State muster-field. 

9. Under the terms of the Resolve the Armory Commissioners are required to 
make a report of their action to the Clerk of the Senate on December 15th current. 

10. In view of the facts stated above the Armory Commissioners do not think 
it advisable to sell the property except under the following conditions: 

(а) Until an upset price of at least $100,000.00 can be established with a reason-
able degree of certainty of a sale. 

(б) Until the State is prepared to furnish adequate storage space, preferably 
on the grounds of the Commonwealth Armory with such material as is now stored 
on the ground in question. 

For The Armory Commissioners, 

JESSE F. STEVENS, 
The Adjutant General, Chairman. 

[CHAPTER 60.] 

R E S O L V E RELATIVE TO THE SALE OF A P O R T I O N OF THE STATE M U S T E R FIELD, SO 
CALLED, AT F R A M I N G H A M . 

Resolved, That the armory commissioners are hereby authorized, with the advice 
and consent of the governor and council, to sell, at public auction after advertising 
in one or more Boston daily newspapers, and in the Framingham Evening News, 
not less than once each week for three successive weeks, and convey by deed ap-
proved by the attorney general, at not less than such upset price as said commis-
sioners, with such advice and consent, shall determine, so much of the property 
owned by the commonwealth in the town of Framingham and known as the state 
muster field as does not include the main buildings on said field and the land 
necessarily or reasonably appurtenant to such buildings. The commissioners 
shall make a report to the general court of their action under this resolve by filing 
the same with the clerk of the senate not later than December fifteenth'in the 
current year. [Approved June 3, 19$4. 

FRAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS, S e p t e m b e r 29, 1924. 

Honorable C H A N N I N G H. C O X , Governor of the Commonwealth, Boston, Massachusetts. 
M Y D E A R G O V E R N O R : — I am, as President of the Framingham Board of 

Trade, writing you to advise you that a movement has already been initiated by 
prominent Framingham men to secure the State muster field" in Framingham in 
behalf of, and as a public park for the Town of Framino-ham 

I t seems particularly appropriate that this tract of land, with its~historic associ-
ations extending back, at least, to the days of the Civil War, and upon which 
Massachusetts troops mobilized for the Spanish and great World Wars should 
be continued to be devoted for public use. 

I, therefore, request, that you take such action as will prevent the immediate 
sale of the property, if such is contemplated, until such time as the Town of Framing-
ham may have ample opportunity to determine whether or not it shall act for the 
purpose of securing this property as a public park. 

With kind regards to you, I am 

Very truly yours, 

FREDERIC H. HILTON. 






