
To accompany the petition of Frederick W. Mansfield and
another that provision be made for the establishment of a state
hospital for the treatment of cancer and kindred diseases. Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

Aii Act to establish a Cancer Hospital.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall within three
3 months after approval of this act appoint seven
4 trustees in whom and in their successors shall
5 be vested the government and management of
6 a' hospital for the treatment and cure of cancer
7 and kindred diseases
8 One trustee shall hold
9 for four years, one for

established by this act.
office for five years, two
three years, two for two
year, all of the terms to
of the month following

10 years, and one for one
11 begin on the first dav
12 their appointment. Upon the expiration of the
13 terras of the trustees their successors shall be
14 appointed by the governor and council to hold
15 office for the term of five years. Vacancies
16 arising from death, resignation, removal or
17 other cause shall lie filled by appointment for
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18 the mi expired term only. Any trustee may be
19 removed from office for good and sufficient
20 cause by the governor with the advice and con-
-21 sent of the council.

1 Section 2. The trustees of said hospital
2 shall have general charge of the same, and shall
3 see that its affairs are conducted according to
4 law and to regulations established by them.
5 They shall appoint, as soon as may be, a super-
-6 intendent as their executive officer, who shall be
7 a physician especially qualified by training and
8 experience in knowledge and treatment of ean-
-9 cer, and who shall, when a suitable building is

10 provided, reside at the hospital. They shall
11 also appoint assistant physicians, chosen for
12 their training, experience and expert knowledge
13 of cancer and kindred diseases, and a treasurer,
14 who shall give bonds for the faithful discharge
15 of his duties, with such other officers and
16 employees as they may deem necessary for con-
-17 ducting efficiently and economically the busi-
-18 ness of the hospital, and shall determine, sub-
-19 ject to'the approval of the governor and coun-
-20 cil, their salaries. They shall establish by-
-21 laws and regulations for the government of the
22 hospital.

1 Section 3. There shall be thorough visita-
-2 tions of the hospital by two of the trustees
3 thereof monthly, and by a majority of them
4 quarterly, and by the whole board semi-an-
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5 nually, at each of which a written account of
6 the condition of the hospital shall be prepared,
7 which shall be presented at the annual meeting
8 to be held in December, as provided by chapter
9 two hundred and fifty-seven, section four hun-

-10 dred and seventy-six of the acts of nineteen
11 hundred and eighteen, or statutes in amend-
-12 ment thereof. At the annual meeting a full
13 and detailed report shall be made of the condi-
-14 tion of the hospital and all its affairs, with a
15 list of the salaried officers and their salaries,
16 and a copy of the inventory required by law,
17 which shall be laid before the governor and
18 council on or before the third Wednesday in
19 January, for the use of the government, as pro-
-20 vided in General Laws, chapter thirty, section
21 thirty-two. The treasurer shall, at the same
22 meeting, present to the trustees his annual re-
-23 port. Both reports shall be made up to the
24 thirtieth day of November inclusive. The
25 trustees shall audit the report of the treasurer
26 and shall transmit it with their annual report
27 to the governor and council. The accounts and
28 books of the treasurer shall at all times be open
29 to the inspection of the trustees.

1 Section 4. The trustees of said hospital
2 shall he a corporation for the purpose of taking
3 and holding by them and their successors in
4 trust for the commonwealth any grant or de-
-5 vise of land, or any gift or bequest of money or
6 other personal property, made for the use of
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7 the institution of which they are trustees, and
8 for the purpose of preserving and investing
9 the same or the proceeds thereof in notes or

10 bonds secured by sufficient mortgages or other
11 securities, with all the powers necessary to
12 carry said purpose into effect; and they shall
13 have authority to expend any gift or bequest,
14 or any part thereof, in the erection of new
15 buildings on the land belonging to said hospital,
16 in prosecuting study and research into the
17 causes and cure of cancer in any way which in
18 their judgment seems wise and expedient in
19 promoting the purposes of the hospital; pro-
-20 vided, that all such buildings shall belong to the
21 commonwealth and be managed by said trustees
22 as a part of said hospital.

1 Section 5. The lands which may at any time
2 be held by the trustees of said hospital in trust
3 for the commonwealth for the use of said hos-
-4 pital shall not be taken for a street, highway,
5 railway or railroad, or for any other purpose
6 without leave of the general court specially
7 obtained.

1 Section 6. The buildings of the said hos-
2 pital shall be provided with properly eon-
-3 structed iron fire escapes upon the outside
4 thereof, accessible from the interior by doors or
5 windows, with suitable landings at every story
6 above the first, including the attic, if they are
7 occupied as day rooms or sleeping rooms.
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8 They shall also be provided with suitable ap-
-9 paratus for the extinguishment of fire, so con-

-10 structed and arranged as to be effectively used
11 from the inside or outside of the buildings or
12 parts thereof used for the accommodation of
13 the patients. The trustees shall provide for a
14 monthly inspection of the fire apparatus be-
-15 longing to the hospital and for a proper organ-
-16 ization and monthly drill of the officers and
17 employees in the use thereof.

1 Section 7. An annual appropriation shall
2 be made for the maintenance and support of
3 said hospital.

1 Section 8. Said hospital shall be under the
2 supervision of the department of public health,
3 and the trustees shall exercise all powers and
4 perform all duties relating to said hospital that
5 are prescribed by law for institutions under the
6 control of said department so far as they are
7 applicable to, and not inconsistent with, this
8 act.

1 Section 9. The said trustees are hereby
2 authorized and directed, with the approval of
3 the department of public health and of the gov-
-4 ernor and council, to take by purchase or other-
-5 wise land and buildings suitable in their judg-
-6 ment for the establishment of said hospital.
7 In the event of taking such lands and buildings
8 by the said trustees, they shall file in the reels-
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try of deeds for the comity and district within
which the same are situated a description of
the lands and buildings so taken, with a state-
ment, signed by said trustees or a majority
thereof, that the same are taken under the pro-
visions of this act in the name and behalf of
the commonwealth; and the act and time of
filing thereof shall be deemed to be the act and
time of the taking of such lands and buildings,
and shall be a sufficient notice to all persons
that the same have so been taken. The title to
all lands and buildings so taken shall vest abso-
lutely in the commonwealth and its assigns for-
ever. The commonwealth shall be liable to pay
all damages sustained by the owners of such
lands or buildings by reason of the taking
thereof. Said trustees shall have full power,
subject to the approval of the governor and
council, to settle by agreement or arbitration
the value of the lands and buildings taken as
aforesaid; and if not so settled.the value shall
be assessed by a jury at the bar of the superior
court for the county in which the lands and
buildings are situated, upon petition, to be filed
in the office of the clerk of said court by the per-
sons owning said lands and buildings, within
one year after such taking and not afterward.
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1 Section 10. The trustees shall obtain plans
2 and after they have acquired the land or build-
-3 ings provided for by section nine of this act,
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4 they shall, with the approval of the department
5 of public health, proceed to construct such
6 buildings as may be required for the establish-
-7 ment of such hospital. They shall submit all
8 plans for buildings to the department of public
9 health for its approval, as provided by law for

10 institutions under the supervision of said de-
ll partment, and shall not proceed to construct or
12 repair buildings until such approval has been
13 obtained.

1 Section 11. As soon as the said hospital is
2 ready for the reception of patients, the trustees
3 shall give notice to the governor, who shall
4 make proclamation that upon a given day the
5 said hospital will be open for the reception of
6 persons suffering from cancer and kindred
7 diseases.

1 Section 12. The charges for the care, main-
-2 tenance and treatment of patients who are of
3 sufficient financial ability to pay for their care
4 at said hospital shall be fixed by the trustees in
5 such sum as they may from time to time deter-
-6 mine, but no person shall be denied admission
7 to and treatment at said hospital because of in-
-8 ability to pay said charges or any part of them.
9 If any person of sufficient ability to pay for

10 care and treatment in said hospital refuses, ne-
-11 gleets or fails to do so the treasurer and re-
-12 cpiver general may recover the amount due
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13 therefor from said person or his personal rep-
-14 resentatives or his estate, or from any kindred
15 or person bound by law to maintain said person.
16 The treasurer and receiver general of the com-
-17 monwealth may recover the charges incurred
18 and owed by persons unable to pay for care and
19 treatment, if they have or had known settle-
-20 ments in this commonwealth either from per-
-21 sons bound by law to maintain them or from
22 the municipality in which said patients have or
23 had their settlement, unless security to the sat-
-24 isfaetion of the trustees is given for such
25 charges. If any person or municipality re-
-26 fuses or neglects to pay such charges, or such
27 amounts as may be charged and due for the
28 care, maintenance and treatment of such per-
-29 sons the treasurer and receiver general may
30 recover the same to the use of the hospital as
31 provided in GeneralLaws, chapter one hundred
32 dred and twenty-three, section ninety-six. A
33 city or town which pays the charges and ex-
-34 penses of any patient at said hospital may re-
-35 cover the amount thereof with interest and
36 costs from the place of said person’s settlement,
37 or from such person if of sufficient ability, or
38 from any person bound by law to maintain
39 him.

1 Section 13. The salaries and compensation
2 of the trustees shall be fixed by the governor
3 and council. The trustees shall fix the salaries
4 of the superintendent, assistant physicians,
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5 treasurer, and all other members of the staff
6 and personnel and all persons employed at said
7 hospital.

1 Section 14. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.












