
To accompany the petition of Clarence P. Kidder that pro-
vision be made for the appointment by the governor of a police
commissioner in the city of Cambridge. Cities.

Cfte Commontoealtt) of e^assaclnisotts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act to provide for the Appointment by the
Governor of a Police Commissioner in the City
of Cambridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall appoint a
3 police commissioner for the city of Cambridge,
4 who shall be a citizen of Cambridge and who
5 shall have resided therein for at least three
6 years immediately preceding his appointment.
7 Such commissioner shall not engage in any
8 other business and shall be sworn to the faithful
9 performance of the duties of his office before

10 entering upon the same. The commissioner
11 shall be appointed for a term of five years be-

-12 ginning on the first Monday in June, in the year
13 nineteen hundred and twenty-five, and shall
14 hold his office until his successor is appointed
15 and qualified. Any vacancy occurring shall be
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16 filled by the governor, with the advice and con-
-17 sent of the council, by appointment for a term
18 of five years. Said commissioner may be re-
-19 moved by the governor, with the advice and con-
-20 sent of the council, for such cause as he shall
21 deem sufficient. Such cause shall be stated in
22 his order of removal.

1 Section 2. The annual salary of the com-
-2 missioner shall be five thousand dollars, which
3 shall be paid in monthly instalments by the city
4 of Cambridge. The commissioner shall be pro-
-5 vided with rooms, suitably furnished, which
6 shall be convenient and suitable for the per-
-7 formance of his duties, the expense of which
8 shall be paid by the city.

1 Section 3. The commissioner shall have
2 authority to determine the number of and to
3 appoint the members and clerk of the depart-

4 ment and to fix their compensation, organize
5 and administer the said department, and to
6 purchase equipment and supplies; and the city
7 shall provide for all payments for the same,
8 provided the expenses of said department shall
9 not in any one year exceed a sum amounting

10 to more than three dollars and twenty-five cents
11 on each one thousand dollars of taxable prop-
-12 erty in said city, to be estimated by taking the
13 average amount of taxable property during the
14 three preceding years.
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1 Section 4. The commissioner shall have
2 authority to organize the police of said city and
3 to make all needful rules and regulations for
4 its efficiency. He shall from time to time ap-
-5 point a trial board, to be composed of three cap-
-6 tains of police, to hear the evidence and such
7 complaints against members of the force as the
8 commissioner may deem advisable to refer to
9 said board. Said trial board shall report its

10 findings to said commissioner, who may review
11 the same and take such action thereon as he may
12 deem advisable.

1 Section 5. The commissioner may at any
2 time, subject to removal by him at his pleasure,
3 designate some member of the police force to
4be acting commissioner. In case of the absence
5 or disability of the police commissioner without
6 his having designated an acting commissioner,
7 the chief of police, or, in case of his absence or
8 disability, the next ranking officer, shall be act-
-9 ing commissioner while such absence or dis-

-10 ability continues.

1 Section 6. The provisions of chapter forty-
2 three of the General Laws relative to the au-

3 thority of cities to abolish, change, modify or
1 consolidate departments shall not hereafter ap-

5 ply to the department of police of said city.

7. This act shall take effect upon

2 it




