
To accompany the petition of Charles W. Lavers relative to
the admission of public records as evidence in cases within the
commonwealth. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act relative to the Admission of Public
Records as Evidence in Cases within the Com-
monwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section seventy-six of chapter
2 two hundred and thirty-three of the General

1 Laws is hereby amended by inserting therein
J after the word “ department ” as it appears in

id line thereof, the words: —of the5 tl
nd after the word “ com-6 United S

7 monwealth ” in the said second line the1-CU ?? * 4-1

ate or territory, • and8 words: —of any (

xid second line9 after the word “ town ” in the said seconc
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10 the words: within the United States, and
11 after the word “ carriers ” as it appears in the

ithin the12 seventh, line thereo

13 commonwealth, and after the word “ com-
-11 monwealth ” as it appears in the eighth line
15 thereof the words: or of such other state or
16 by the representative of the government of the
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17 United States or of such territory having gen-
-18 eral charge of the department, so that the
19 said section seventy-six shall read as follows:
20 Section 76. Copies of books, papers, docu-
-21 ments and records in any department of the
22 United States, of the commonwealth, of any
23 other state or territory, or of any city or town
24 within the United States, authenticated by the
25 attestation of the officer who has charge of the
26 same, shall be competent evidence in all cases
27 equally with the originals thereof; provided,
28 that, except in the case of books, papers, docu-
-29 ments and records of the department of public
30 utilities in matters relating to common carriers
31 within the commonwealth, the genuineness of
32 the signature of such officer shall be attested by
33 the secretary of the commonwealth or of such
34 other state, or by the representative of the gov-
-35 ernment of the United States or of such terri-
-36 tory having general charge of the department.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.






