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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

SENATE No. 359

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning herewith without my approval Senate Bill
332, entitled “An Act Authorizing the City of New Bedford
to Increase the Pensions of Edward F. A. Cowen and Charles
W. Allen.”

This bill seeks to increase the pensions of two firemen of
the city of New Bedford from $11.58 per week to $17.50 per
week. When these men entered the employ of the city of
New Bedford they entered into a contract with the city in
which the city agreed to retire them on a certain definite
pension. The city has fulfilled its contract, and for approxi-
mately eight years, payments have been made upon this
basis.

Where this bill would lead to, if it became law, is difficult
to define; however there are a great many other cases
throughout the Commonwealth just as deserving as these.
The question resolves itself into this: ivhen a municipality
agrees to a pension system with certain definite payments,
is that general system to be changed in special instances,
and would this be fair to all the other pensioners? No one,
I venture to say, would have the temerity to recommend an
increase in all cases where similar conditions obtain. There
is also the very fundamental question as to whether the dif-
ferent municipalities and the Commonwealth are not now
taxed sufficiently to pay the pensions of men who have had
regular paying positions all their lives and all the advan-
tages that come from positions in the public service.

There are a great many citizens of the Commonwealth
who believe, and I think with some reason, that those who
have enjoyed steady employment all their lives are not en-
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titled to any pension. Surely once having received a pen-
sion, it seems absolutely contrary to every principle of right
and justice that exceptions be made to the general rule.

To be called upon to veto these various bills which appeal
to one’s sympathy is not a pleasant duty, but when consid-
ered with proper respect for the principle involved, and con-
sidering the precedent that is being established as well as the
fact that others equally deserving are unrelieved, I must say
that my duty in the premises appears clear to me.

ALYAN T. FULLER.






