
Senate, April 1, 1925.

The committee on State Administration to whom was
referred the preliminary report (House, No. 116); and the
final report of the special commission (including members of
the General Court) appointed (under section 3, of chapter
499 of the acts of 1924) to investigate existing conditions
relative to the blind persons in the Commonwealth (House,
No. 1170), report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 367).

For the committee,

GEO. D. CHAMBERLAIN

SENATE No. 367

Cfce Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act relative to the Division of the Blind.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section fourteen of chapter fifteen
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out section fourteen and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 14- The division of the blind shall
6 consist of a director, at such salary as the governor
7 and council may determine, and an advisory
8 board of five members, who shall serve without
9 compensation. Upon the expiration of the term

10 of office of a director, or of a member of the
11 advisory board, his successor shall be appointed
12 for five years by the governor, with the advice
13 and consent of the council. Said director and
14 members of the advisory board shall be reim-
-15 bursed for expenses necessarily incurred in the
16 performance of their duties.

1 Section 2. Said chapter fifteen is hereby
2 amended by striking out section fifteen and in-
-3 serting in place thereof the following;
4 Section 15. The director, with the advice of
5 the advisory board, may appoint and fix the com-
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6 pensation of such subordinate officers, agents,
7 teachers, and clerks and remove them, but no
8 person employed by him shall be a member of the
9 advisory board.

1 Section 3. Chapter sixty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out sections
3 twelve, thirteen, fourteen as amended by section
4 one of chapter four hundred and ninety-nine of
5 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four,
6 fifteen and sixteen, and inserting in place thereof
7 the following: —■

8 Section 12. The advisory board of the division
9 of the blind shall act in an advisory capacity with

10 respect to the administration and execution of the
11 laws relating to the blind by the director.
12 Section 13. The director shall establish a
13 bureau of information and industrial aid, the
14 object of which shall be to aid the blind in find-
-15 ing employment and to develop home industries
16 for them.
17 Section 14- The director shall, with the ap-
-18 proval of. the governor and council, establish,
19 equip and maintain schools for industrial training
20 of blind persons, and workshops for their train-
-21 ing and employment.
22 Section 15. The director may provide or pay
23 for temporary lodgings and temporary support
24 for workmen or pupils received at any industrial
25 school or workshop and may contribute to the
26 support of pupils from the commonwealth re-
-27 ceiving instruction in institutions outside thereof.
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28 The director, with the advice of the advisory
29 board, may subsidize the earnings of blind em-
-30 ployees in any such school or workshop.
31 Section 16. Under the direction of the director,
32 there may be expended annually such sums as

33 the general court may appropriate to provide
34 sight-saving classes for children certified by any
35 reputable oculist, as fit subjects for instruction

«

36 therein. With the approval of the director, local
37 school committees may organize and conduct
38 such classes.

1 Section 4. Said chapter sixty-nine is further
2 amended by striking out section twenty-four and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section There may be advanced annually
5 to the director from the state treasury, from the
6 amount appropriated for the maintenance of the
7 industries established by the director, such sum
8 approved by the governor and council as may be
9 necessary to be used as a working capital for said

10 industries. Said sum when drawn from the
11 treasury shall be deposited in a national bank or
12 trust company to the credit of the director, who
13 shall give a bond in such sum and with such
14 sureties as the governor and council may approve.

1 Section 5. The five associate members of the
2 present commission for the blind shall, for the
3 remainder of their respective terms, serve as the
4 members of the advisory board of the division for
5 the blind.


