
Senate

The committees on State Administration and Public
Health, sitting jointly, to whom was referred the report of
the joint special legislative committee appointed to investi-
gate every aspect of the organization, practice and procedure
of the various divisions of registration in the Department of
Civil Service and Registration, the registration of midwives,
nurses, nursing attendants and persons practicing chiropractic
and the operations of the State Examiners of Plumbers in
the Department of Public Plealth (Senate, No. 19), report (in
part), the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 379).

For the committee,

EBEN S. DRAPER

[Representatives Eaton of Brockton and Finkelstein of
Boston of the committee on State Administration and
Birmingham of Boston of the committee on Public Health,
dissenting.]
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SENATE No. 379. [Apr.9

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Five.

An Act providing for the Consolidation of Certain
Boards of Registration and Examination into a
Single Unit Constituting the Division of Registra-
tion in the Department of Civil Service and Regis-
tration and being under the Supervision and
Control of a Single Executive Board, called the
Board of Registration, and Defining the Powers
and Duties of all said Boards.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. The division of registration in the
2 department of civil service and registration shall
3 be under the supervision and control of an un-

-4 paid board, called the board of registration, which
5 shall be the executive and administrative head of
6 the division. Said board shall consist of seven
7 persons who shall be appointed by the governor,
8 with the advice and consent of the council, for
9 terms of three years each, except that in the

10 initial appointments two shall be appointed for
11 one year, two for two years and three for three
12 years. No two of the members of said board shall
13 be of the same profession or calling. No person
14 shall be eligible to serve at the same time on said
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15 board and on any of the examining boards here-
-16 inafter mentioned. One of the members of the
17 board of registration shall annually be designated
18 by the governor as chairman. The provisions of
19 general law relative to the filling of vacancies
20 and to removals shall apply to said board. The
21 full board shall hold at least two meetings a year.
22 Said board shall make an annual report for the
23 division and shall publish such parts of all rules
24 and regulations made under authority of the
25 division as it may deem to be of public interest.
26 The commissioner of civil service and the chair-
-27 man of said board shall act as a board in all
28 matters affecting the department of civil service
29 and registration as a whole.

1 Section 2. Said board shall, except as other-
-2 wise provided herein, exercise and perform all the
3 rights, powers, duties and obligations heretofore
4 exercised and performed by the board of regis-
o tration in medicine, as to physicians, surgeons,
6 osteopaths and chiropodists, by the board of regis-
-7 tration of nurses, the board of registration in
8 optometry, the board of registration in pharmacy,
9 the board of registration in veterinary medicine,

10 the board of registration in embalming, the board
11 of dental examiners, the board of registration of
12 certified public accountants and the state ex-
-13 aminers of electricians, as existing under author-
-14 ity of chapter thirteen of the General Laws, and
15 the state examiners of plumbers, as existing under
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16 authority of section ten of chapter seventeen of
17 the General Laws. Said existing boards shall
18 hereafter be known as examining boards. Any
19 such applicant who is dissatisfied with his grading
20 in any such examination may appeal to the board
21 of registration from such grading by filing notice
22 thereof with such board within ten days after
23 receiving notice of such grading. Any person
24 holding any certificate, registration, license or
25 other authority heretofore issued by said existing
26 boards and hereafter to be issued by the examin-
-27 ing board and countersigned by the board of
28 registration, whose certificate, registration, li-
-29 cense or other authority shall be ordered sus-
-30 pended, revoked or cancelled by any such existing
31 or examining board, any person who is refused a
32 chiropodist’s certificate under section eighteen
33 of chapter one hundred and twelve of the General
34 Laws and any registered pharmacist whose appli-
-35 cation for the granting of a third class license is
36 refused under section twenty-seven of chapter
37 one hundred and twelve of the General Laws may
38 appeal to the board of registration within ten
39 days after notice of such order. While such
40 appeal is pending the authority of any such person
41 to act under such certificate, registration, license
42 or other authority shall be suspended. For the
43 purpose of hearing such appeals a subsidiary
44 board of three members of the board of registra-
-45 tion, designated from time to time by the chair-
-46 man thereof, shall act for said board. Every such
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47 appeal shall be heard by such a subsidiary board
48 within seven days after the filing of the appeal or

49 as soon as may be thereafter, but if a decision
50 adverse to the appellant is not concurred in by
51 all three members thereof it shall be of no effect
52 and the full board of registration shall within
53 twenty days after said decision or as soon as may
54 be thereafter review the evidence submitted to
55 the subsidiary board and make its decision
56 accordingly. The chairman of the examining
57 board from whose action such appeal is taken
58 shall be an ex officio member of the board of
59 registration and subsidiary board but shall have
60 no vote. The board or any such subsidiary board
61 shall have the power to summon and compel
62 the attendance of witnesses and any member
63 thereof may administer oaths to witnesses. The
64 appellant may be heard by counsel. Said board
65 of registration may from time to time make,
66 alter and amend rules and regulations to enable
67 it to exercise and perform the powers and duties
68 transferred or given to it by this act and to estab-
-69 lish the necessary educational or other qualifica-
-70 tions for applicants for examination and registra-
-71 tion so far as is permitted to the existing boards
72 mentioned in this section by existing law. Said
73 board of registration shall enforce the laws rela-
-74 tive to the practice of any profession or calling or
75 business to carry on which persons are hereafter
76 required to be authorized, by registration or
77 otherwise, by said board.
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1 Section 3. The members of the examining
2 boards shall, except as hereinafter provided, con-
< fimin h Kn o 4-4-V.z-v 00-mo v. £3 tinue to be appointed in the same manner and for
4 the same terms now established by law; pro-

5 vided, that no person heretofore or hereafter
6 appointed as a member of any of said boards,
7 except the board of registration or examining
8 board of veterinary medicine, shall again be
9 eligible to such appointment. Said examining

10 boards, including the state examiners of elec-
11 tricians and of plumbers as constituted under the
12 following section, shall continue to give examina-
13 tions at such times as are prescribed by law or as
14 are required by the board of registration. They
15 shall conduct such examinations, shall grade the
16 applicants for examination and shall certify to
17 the board of registration the names of the success-

18 ful applicants. They shall continue in accordance
19 with existing law to hold hearings and carry out

20 the laws relative to the suspension, revocation
21 and cancellation of certificates, registration,
22 licenses or other authority, heretofore issued by
23 them and hereafter to be issued by the examining
24 board and countersigned by the board of regis-
25 tration and to the revocation or suspension of
26 the same, subject, however, to the right of appeal
27 set forth in the preceding section; provided, that
28 the actual suspension, revocation, cancellation or
29 revocation of suspension shall be done by the
30 board of registration on the order of the appro-
31 priate examining board, subject to appeal as
32 aforesaid. The members of the several examining
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33 boards shall receive as sole compensation such
34 amount for each day of actual service as may be
35 fixed by the board of registration with the ap-
-36 proval of the governor and council. The afore-
-37 said members shall render such assistance to the
38 board of registration as it may require and for
39 such service shall receive the same compensation
40 as hereinbefore provided. No bonds shall be re-
-41 quired of the secretaries of the several existing
42 boards.

1 Section 4. The state examiners of electricians
2 shall hereafter consist of five examiners who shall
3 be citizens of the commonwealth and practical
4 electricians of at least ten years’ experience in the
5 installation of wires and appliances for light,
6 heat or power purposes. They shall be appointed
7 by the governor, with the advice and consent of
8 the council, for terms of five years each, except
9 that the initial appointments shall be so made

10 that the term of one member shall expire annually.
11 The state examiners of plumbers shall hereafter
12 consist of five examiners, of whom one shall be a
13 practical plumber of at least five years continu-

-14 ous practical experience, one a journeyman
15 plumber, one a sanitary expert and two shall
16 have such qualifications as may be required by
17 the board of registration and who shall serve for
18 terms of five years, except that the present mern-

-19 bers shall serve only until their terms expire.
20 Appointments to the state examiners of plumbers
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21 shall hereafter be made by the governor with the
22 advice and consent of the council.
23 The examining board of embalmers shall here-
-24 after consist of five members, qualified as now
25 provided by law, who shall serve for terms of five
26 years each, except that the present members shall
27 serve only until their terms expire. All appoint-
-28 ments to said board shall be made by the governor
29 with the advice and consent of the council as
30 heretofore. The terms of the appointive members
31 of the examining board of nurses shall hereafter be
32 five years.

1 Section 5. Subject to the approval of the
2 governor and council, the board of registration
3 may appoint and remove an executive secretary
4 who shall receive a salary of dollars
5 and to whom the board may delegate such of its
6 executive functions as it deems fit. Such execu-
-7 tive secretary shall give to the state treasurer
8 a bond in the sum of five thousand dollars, with
9 a surety company satisfactory to the state treasu-

10 rer as surety, for the faithful performance of his
11 official duties. Said board may appoint and re-

-12 move five inspectors, one of whom shall be the
13 present agent of the board of pharmacy and all
14 of whom shall have and exercise throughout the
15 commonwealth the powers of constables and
16 police officers, except as to service of civil process,
17 but only in connection with the enforcement of
18 the laws which it is the duty of the division of
19 registration, as constituted hereby ,to enforce.
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20 Said board may appoint and remove such other
21 officers or employees as the work of said division
22 may require. Said board may from time to time
23 employ temporary experts whose appointment-
-24 shall be exempt from chapter thirty-one. Said
25 board shall fix the compensation of its appointees
26 and employees subject to the provisions of gen-
-27 eral law. Said board may expend for such com-
-28 pensation, and for necessary travelling and other
29 expenses of members and employees of the board
30 such amounts as are annually appropriated
31 therefor.

1 Section 6. The officers and members of each
2 board of registration and examination mentioned
3 in section two shall turn over all books, papers,
4 charts, plans, records and other equipment in
5 their possession to the board of registration
6 created hereby.

1 Section 7. The offices of director of registra-
-2 tion and of agent of the board of pharmacy are
3 hereby abolished. All other appointees or em-

-4 ployees of the several boards of registration and
5 examination mentioned in section two shall con-
-6 tinue as permanent appointees or employees of
7 the division of registration upon the same terms
8 and conditions as heretofore and shall retain all
9 rights to retirement with pension that shall have

10 accrued or would thereafter accrue to them and
11 their service shall be deemed to have been con-
-12 tinuous as if this act had not been passed.








