
To accompany the petition of George Cote for legislation relative
to the registration of barbers. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act relative to Registration of Barbers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding after section
3 thirty-eight, inserted therein by section two of
4 chapter three hundred and forty-eight of the
5 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, under
6 the title “Board of Registration of Barbers”,
7 the following new sections:
8 Section 39. The governor, with the advice
9 and consent of the council, shall appoint three

10 persons, all of whom shall be citizens of the
11 United States and shall be barbers who have
12 been engaged in the business of barbering in
13 this commonwealth and residents of this com-
-14 monwealth for at least ten years next preceding
15 their appointment, who shall constitute a board
16 of registration in barbering. Such persons shall
17 hold office beginning on the first day of
18 next; one for one year, one for three years and
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19 one for five years. Thereafter, as the term of
20 a member expires, his successor shall be ap-
21*pointed by the governor, with the advice and
22 consent of the council, for a term of five years
23 from said date. Vacancies in the board shall
24 be filled by the governor, with the advice and
25 consent of the council. Any member of said
26 board may be removed from office for cause by
27 the governor with the advice and consent of
28 the council.
29 Section 40. The members of said board shall
30 meet on the second Tuesday of in
31 each year, at such time and place as they may
32 determine, and shall organize by electing a
33 chairman and secretary, who shall be members

34 of the board. The secretary shall give to the
35 state treasurer a bond in such amount and
36 with such sureties as shall be determined and
37 approved by the governor and council for the
38 faithful discharge of his duties. The secretary
39 shall keep a record of all the proceedings of the
40 board, including a record of all persons ex-
41 amined or registered hereunder, and of all fees
42 received and disbursements made, and all the
43 fees received by the board shall be paid by the
44 secretary into the treasury of the common
45 wealth once in every month. The board shall
46 be provided with suitable headquarters in the
47 state house. Each member of the board may

48 administer necessary oaths
49 Section 41- Each member of the board shall
50 receive ten dollars for every day actually spent
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in the performance of his duties, and his neces-
sary traveling expenses actually incurred in
attending each meeting of the board, not ex-
ceeding a mile each way. Such
compensation and traveling expenses and all
other expenses incurred by the board or by the
various members thereof shall be approved by
the board and paid by the commonwealth, but
only to the amount paid into the treasury of the
commonwealth under the provisions of section
forty. No money in excess of the amount so
paid over shall be paid by the commonwealth
for said compensation or expenses.

Section Is. The board shall quarterly, on or
before the twentieth day of January, April,
July and October in each year, make a report
to the governor and council covering the period
ending on the last day of the preceding month,
of the condition of barbering in this common-
wealth, of all the official acts of the board during
the preceding quarter, of its receipts and ex-
penditures, and also shall make therein such
recommendations relative to the proper carry-
ing out of the purpose of sections thirty-nine to
fifty-two as it deems proper.

Section Jfi. No person shall engage in the
business of barbering unless he is registered by
the board. For the purpose of examining ap-
plicants for registration the board shall hold
meetings once each week at such times and
places as it may deem advisable. Notice of
such meetings shall be displayed at least two
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clays prior to such meeting in two or more public
places in each county in which such meetings are
to be held.
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Section J+J+. Persons engaged in the business
of barbering in this commonwealth for not less
than months previous to the first
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nineteen hundred and
registered without ex-

day of89
twenty-six, shall be90
amination; provided, that such persons shall,
previous to the first day of , nineteen

91

92
93 hundred and twenty-six, file with the secretary

of the board, upon a blank to be provided by
the board, an affidavit setting forth the name,
age, residence, and term of experience of the
applicant. A fee of five dollars shall accompany
each affidavit.
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Section I+s. Any person not registered under
the preceding section and desiring to pursue
the occupation of barber in this commonwealth
shall make application for registration to the
board, shall pay to the secretary of said board
an examination fee of ten dollars, shall present
himself to the board for examination, whereupon
the board shall proceed to examine such person.
If satisfied that the applicant is above the age
of eighteen years, of good moral character, free
from contagious or infectious disease, has worked
at the trade of barber for at least two years
under a qualified and practicing barber, or has
studied the trade for at least nine months in a
recognized barber school under instructions of a
qualified barber, or has practiced the trade in
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another state for at least two years and is pos-
sessed of the requisite skill in such trade to
perform all the duties thereof, including his
ability in shaving, hair-cutting, preparation of
tools, and all the duties and services incident
thereto, and is possessed of sufficient knowledge
concerning the common diseases of the face and
skin, to avoid the aggravation and spread
thereof, the board shall enter his name in the
register hereinafter provided for, and shall issue
to him a certificate of registration authorizing
him to practice said trade in this common-
wealth; provided, that whenever it appears that
the applicant has acquired his knowledge of said
trade in a barber school or college the board
shall be the sole judge of whether said barber
school or college is properly appointed and con-

ducted to give sufficient training in such trade.
All persons making such application for ex-
amination under the provisions of this section
shall, be allowed to practice the occupation of
barbering until the meeting for the next regular
examination by the board and no longer, and
the secretary shall give him a permit to do so;
provided, that such time may be extended by
the board for good cause shown.

Section 46. No person shall be prohibited
from serving under a license issued by the
board as an apprentice under a barber author-
ized to practice, nor from attending as a student
in any school or college teaching such trade.

Section 41’• Said board shall furnish to each
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person to whom a certificate of registration is
issued a card or certificate in such form as it
shall adopt, bearing the seal of the board and
the signature of its chairman and secretary,
certifying that the holder thereof is entitled to
practice the occupation of barber in this com-
monwealth, and it shall be the duty of the
holder of such card or insignia to post the same
in a conspicuous place in front of his working
chair, where it may readily be seen by all per-
sons whom he may serve. Said board shall keep
a register, in which shall be entered the names
of all persons to whom certificates are issued, and
to whom permits as apprentices or as students
are issued; and said register shall, at all times,
be open to public inspection. Said board shall
have power to revoke any certificate of regis-
tration granted by it under this act for habitual
drunkenness, gross incompetency, failure or re-
fusal to provide properly or guard against con-
tagious or infectious disease, or the spreading
thereof, in the practice of the occupation afore-
said, for violation of the rules of the board, or
for any extortion or overcharge practiced; pro-
vided, that before any certificate or permit shall
be revoked, the holder thereof shall have notice
in writing of the charges against him and shall,
at a day specified in said notice, at least five
days after the service thereof, be given a public
hearing on said charge by said board, with full
opportunity to produce testimony in his behalf
and to confront the witnesses against him-
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Any person whose certificate or permit has been
revoked may, after the expiration of ninety
days, apply for its reissuance upon a satisfactory
showing that the disqualification has ceased.

Section 4-8■ The board, subject to the ap-
proval of the department of public health, may
make rules and regulations prescribing the
sanitary requirements of barber shops and
barber schools and colleges, and any member of
the board shall have authority to enter upon
and to inspect any such shop, school or college
at any time during business hours. A copy of
the rules and regulations provided for in this
section shall be furnished by the board to the
owner or manager of every barber shop, barber
school and college, and such copy shall be posted
conspicuously in full and plain view of the
public, in such shop, school and college.

Section 49■ The board may make rules and
regulations concerning the conduct of appren-
tices and students.

Section 50. Each original registration shall
expire at midnight on December thirty-first of
the calendar year in which it is issued. Every
registered barber shall at least thirty days be-
fore the first day of January in each year make
application for re-registration, and the applica-
tion for such re-registration shall be accompanied
by a fee of five dollars. The board shall grant
re-registration to each registered barber unless
he has been convicted of a violation of any of its
rules or regulations.
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Section 51. No person practicing the business
of barbering as a registered barber, apprentice,
or student shall work while having a contagious
or infectious disease, or transmit such contagious
or infectious disease, or work in an unsanitary
manner.
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Section 52. Any person practicing the occu-
pation of barber without having obtained a
certificate of registration, or knowingly employ-
ing a person to serve as barber who has not such
certificate, or failing to keep such certificate,
card or permit properly displayed, or failing to
comply with such sanitary rules as the board
shall prescribe, or violating any provision of
sections thirty-nine to fifty-one, inclusive, shall
be punished by a fine of not less than ten dollars
nor more'than twenty-five dollars, or by im-
prisonment for not less than ten days nor more
than thirty days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment.
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1 Section 2. For the purpose of the appoint-
-2 ment of said board, this act shall take effect upon
3 its passage, and for the purpose of registration
4 of persons by the board hereunder, it shall take
5 effect upon the first day of next, and
6 shall take full effect upon the first day of
7 in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-


