
SENATE . . . . No. 82
To accompany the petition o f Margaret E. Burke that provision 

be made for the registration o f  ladies’ hairdressers. State Adminis
tration.

Cl)t Commontoealtft of M assachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act relative to the Registration of Ladies’ Hair
dressers.

Be it enacted By the Senate and House o f R epre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof, under the title “ Board o f Registration
4 of Ladies’ Hairdressers”  the follow ing new sec-
5 tions:
6 Section 36. There shall be a board of registra-
7 tion of ladies’ hairdressers, in this and the
8 two following sections called the board, consisting
9 of three persons, residents o f the commonwealth,

10 one of whom shall be a physician registered under
11 the laws of the commonwealth and the other twTo
12 of whom shall be ladies’ hairdressers, who shall
13 have been for at least five years actively engaged
14 in the business of ladies’ hairdressing, in the com-
15 monwealth. Upon the expiration of the term of a
16 member of the board, his successor, qualified as
17 aforesaid, shall be appointed by the governor, with
18 the advice and consent of the council, for  a term



19 of three years. Vacancies in the board shall be
20 filled, and any member of the board may be re-
21 moved from  office for cause, by the governor and
22 council.
23 Section 37. The members of the board shall hold
24 regular meetings on the second Tuesday of
25 and September in each year, and such additional
26 meetings as the board may determine. At the
27 regular meeting in September the board shall or-
28 ganize by the choice of a chairman and secretary,
29 who shall be members thereof and shall hold their
30 offices for  one year. The secretary shall give to
31 the state treasurer a bond, with sufficient sureties
32 approved by the governor and council for the faith-
33 ful discharge of his duties.
34 Section 38. The member of the board who is
35 a registered physician shall receive ten dollars
36 and each of the other members of the board five
37 dollars for every day actually spent in the per-
38 formance of his duties as such member and shall,
39 in addition, receive the necessary travelling ex-
40 pense, not exceeding cents a mile each
41 way, incurred by him in attending the meetings
42 o f the board. Said compensation and travelling
43 expenses and other expenses necessarily incurred
44 by the board or any member thereof shall be paid
45 by the commonwealth; provided, that such com-
46 pensation and expenses shall not be in excess of
47 the annual receipts for  examinations and registra-
48 tions paid to the commonwealth by the board.

1 S ection  2. Chapter one hundred and twelve
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-



3 serting at the end thereof, under the title “ Regis-
4 tration o f Ladies’ H airdressers”  the following
5 new sections:
6 Section 87F. The following words and phrases,
7 as used in sections thirty-sis to thirty-eight, in-
8 elusive, of chapter thirteen and in this and the
9 following sections, shall unless the

10 contest otherwise requires, have the following
11 meanings:
12 “ Apprentice”  or “ student” , a person engaged
13 in learning or acquiring, within a hairdressing
14 school or establishment or under the immediate
15 supervision of an operator, and any of the duties
16 of a ladies’ hairdresser, and who while so learn-
17 ing assists in perform ing any of such duties under
18 such immediate supervision and direction.
19 “ Ladies’ hairdresser” , any person who (within
20 their respective and usual vocation, or as other-
21 wise defined by law, as such, fo r  compensation en-
22 gaged by any method in any one or any combina-
23 tion of the following practices), arranging, dress-
24 ing, curling, or similar work upon the hair of
25 any person, and any person who for  compensa-
26 tion engages with the hands or with any mecliani-
27 cal or electrical apparatus or appliance or by the
28 use of cosmetic preparations, antiseptics, tonics,
29 lotions or creams, in any of, or in any combina-
30 tion of, the following practices: Massaging,
31 cleansing, stimulating, manipulating, exercising,
32 beautifying, or in similar work upon, the scalp,
33 face, neck, bust or upper part of the body of any
34 person, or in manicuring the nails, or in remov-
35 ing superfluous hair, warts or moles (by any



36 moans) from  tlie body of any person, when done
37 for  cosmetic or beautifying purposes and not for
38 the treatment of disease or of muscular or nervous 
i>9 disorder.
40 “ Hairdressing school or establishment”  in-
41 eludes any building or part thereof, not used for
42 sleeping or residential purposes, wherein is cus-
43 tomarily practiced or performed for compensa-
44 tion any of the duties of a ladies’ hairdresser.
45 “ Operator” , any person, not an apprentice or
46 student, who engages in or practices for compen-
47 sation any of the duties of a ladies’ hairdresser.
48 (The word ladies’ hairdresser shall include the
49 designation and names, cosmetitions or cosmetolo-
50 gists either of which may be used for the pur-
51 pose of practice within the meaning of a ladies’
52 hairdresser.)
53 Section 87G. The board of registration of
54 ladies’ hairdressers, in this and the following sec-
55 tions called the board, shall make such rules and
56 regulations as are necessary for the proper con-
57 duct o f its duties. The board shall keep a full
58 record of its proceedings and a registry of all
59 persons registered by it, which shall be open to
60 public inspection. A  duplicate list shall be open
61 to inspection in the office of the state secretary.
62 The hoard shall make an annual report.
63 Section 8711. The board shall examine any
64 citizen of the United States resident in the com-
65 monwealth and not less than eighteen years of age
66 who may apply for  a certificate of registration as
67 a ladies’ hairdresser, shall investigate his charac-
68 ter and fitness and shall require the payment of



69 a fee o f dollars for  such examination.
70 The fee for re-examination shall be fixed under
71 regulations made by the board. Each applicant
72 for registration under this section shall file with
73 the secretary of the board, upon a blank to be
74 provided by the board, an affidavit setting forth
75 the name, age, residence and term of experience
76 of the applicant. No person shall be examined
77 under this section unless he shall have studied
78 as an apprentice in this commonwealth fo r  at
79 least (six months) or shall have prac-
80 tised as a ladies’ hairdresser or studied as an ap-
81 prentice in another state for  at least three years.
82 Each applicant under this section shall be ex-
83 amined as to his knowledge of the business o f a
84 ladies’ hairdresser (as application is, therefore,
85 made in any one or any combination of the prac-
86 tice appertaining to either said business and shall
87 upon a satisfactory passage of such examination
88 and compliance with other provisions herein be
89 entitled to and the board shall issue a certificate
90 stipulating the right to practice the practices
91 therein stated of the occupation of a ladies’ hair-
92 dresser) and as to his knowledge of the sanita-
93 tions, disinfection and hygiene incident thereto.
94 Any person failing of registration as the result
95 of his first examination under this section shall
96 be entitled without charge to one other examina-
97 tion within a period of two years thereafter.
98 Section 871. Examinations of applicants for
99 registration as ladies’ hairdressers shall be held

100 at least four times each year at such times and
101 places as the board may deem advisable. Notice



102 of such examination shall he published twice in
103 two newspapers in the county in which the exami-
104 nation is to be held, the last notice to be at least
105 five days prior to such examination.
106 Any person registered to perform  the duties of
107 a ladies’ hairdresser, as defined in section eighty-
108 seven F, in any other State may be registered
109 without examination upon the payment of two
110 dollars; provided, that the board shall have ap-
111 proved the requirements for  registration in such
112 other state and that such other state grants
113 similar privileges to residents of this common-
114 wealth. A ny person applying for  registration
115 under this section shall file with the secretary of
116 the board, upon the blank to be provided by the
117 board, an affidavit setting forth the name, age,
118 residence, and term of experience of the applicant
119 and shall also file with said secretary a duly
120 authenticated copy of his license or other cred-
121 entials of registration in such other state.
122 Section 87J. The board, subject to the appro-
123 val of the department of Public Health, may make
124 rules and regulations prescribing the sanitary re-
125 quirements of hairdressing schools or establish-
126 ments with particular reference to the protection
127 necessary to be employed to prevent creating and
128 spreading infections and contagious diseases and
129 any member o f the board may enter upon and
130 inspect any such schools or establishment at any
131 time during business hours. (It shall be compe-
132 tent for any person, firm or corporation to apply
133 to the said board fo r  a certificate of registration
134 as a school o f any of the practices of the classified



135 occupations within this act, upon the payment of
136 reasonable annual registering fee as determined
137 annually by the said board for  each of the classi-
138 tied occupations or any o f the practices thereof.
139 The board shall make reasonable and uniform
140 rules as to the conduct and the curriculum of
141 schools and may upon violation of such either
142 suspend or withdraw the right of such schools
143 to operate or to instruct any of the practices; any
144 violation of such order by the board shall be pun-
145 ishable by a fine of not more than
146 dollars). A  copy of the rules and regulations
147 provided fo r  by this section shall be posted con-
148 spicuously therein in full and plain view of the
149 public.
150 Section 87K . Each registered ladies’ hair-
151 dresser shall, before the first day o f January of
152 each year, make application for  registration,
153 which application shall be accompanied by a fee
154 of one dollar. The board may grant such re-
155 registration unless the applicant has been con-
156 victed of a violation of any of the provisions of
157 sections to in-
158 elusive.
159 Section 87L. The board may make rules and
160 regulations concerning the conduct o f apprenti-
161 ces and students and each person serving as ap-
162 prentice or student shall make application to the
163 board fo r  a certificate, such application to be upon
164 a blank to be furnished by the board and counter-
165 signed by the ladies’ hairdresser who is to act
166 as instructor to the applicant. Upon receiving
167 such certificate the apprentice or student may



168 practice the business of ladies’ hairdresser under
169 the supervision of an operator for a period of not
170 more than three years. Upon the expiration of
171 such period, application shall be made by the ap-
172 prentice or student for  registration as a ladies’
173 hairdresser. In case of failure of the applicant
174 under this section to pass the examination for
175 registration as ladies’ hairdresser, the board may
176 reissue, for  periods not exceeding six months, a
177 certificate to practice as apprentice or student.
178 Each application for a certificate under this sec-
179 tion shall he accompanied by a fee of fifty cents,
180 and each application for a reissuance of such cer-
181 tificate under this section shall he accompanied
182 by a fee o f twenty-five cents.
183 Section 87M. The hoard may revoke for cause
184 any certificate of registration or other authority
185 to practice under sections or may suspend the
186 same for  fraud or deceit in practice, for convic-
187 tion of crime, fo r  gross incompetency or for habi-
188 tual drunkenness for  six months immediately prior
189 to the filing of charges resulting in such suspen-
190 sion ; provided, that before any such action is taken
191 the accused person shall he notified in writing of
192 the charge or charges made against him and of
193 the date which shall be at least five days after
194 the date of such notice, upon which a public hear-
195 ing upon such charge or charges is to he given,
196 and at the hearing he shall have an opportunity
197 to produce testimony in his own behalf and to
198 confront the witnesses against him. Witnesses at
199 such hearings may testify under oath and may
200 be sworn by any member of the board. The board
201 shall have power to compel the attendance of wit-



202 nesses and the production of documents at such
203 hearing.
204 When the right o f any person to practice as
205 a ladies’ hairdresser has been revoked under this
206 section the board may at any time after the ex-
207 piration of one year thereafter receive an appli-
208 cation from  such person for  a renewal of the right
209 to practice as ladies’ hairdresser and may grant
210 such new application. W hoever engages in the
211 business of ladies’ hairdresser or of apprentice or
212 student, as defined in section eighty-seven F , with-
213 out being thereto duly licensed or registered, and
214 any ladies’ hairdresser, apprentice or student en-
215 gaged in the practice o f his calling while know-
216 ingly having a contagious or infectious disease, or
217 in such a manner as to transmit such a disease
218 or in an unsanitary manner, shall be punished by
219 fine of not more than one hundred dollars.

1 Section- 3. Any person who has been regularly
2 engaged as a ladies’ hairdresser in the common-
3 wealth for at least two years prior to the effective
4 date of this act may be registered without examina-
5 tion; provided, that such person shall, at least
6 thirty days before effective date, file with the secre-
7 tary of the board of registration o f ladies' hair-
8 dressers, upon a blank provided by said board,
9 an affidavit setting forth the name, age, residence

10 and term of experience of the applicant. A  fee
11 of one dollar shall accompany each affidavit under
12 this section.

1 S ection 4. The initial appointm ents o f the

2 board of registration o f lad ies’ hairdressers pro-



3 vided fo r  by this act shall as soon as may he after
4 this act takes effect, be so made by the governor,
5 with the advice and consent o f the council, that the
6 term of one member shall expire annually, and all
7 such initial appointees should be qualified as pro-
8 vided in this act.

1 S e c t i o n  5. Nothing in this act shall be con-
2 strued so as to prohibit any service by persons
3 authorized under the laws of this commonwealth to
4 practice medicine or surgery; nor service by bar-
5 bers and particularly manicuring in barber shops
6 or any act by barbers under any law of the com-
7 monwealtli regulatory thereof; nor does this act
8 apply to merchants or individuals demonstrating
9 apparatus or supplies for  purposes of sale; pro-

10 vided, however, that the meaning and definition of
11 ladies’ hairdressing shall extend and allow the cut-
12 ting and bobbing of the hair of all females and of
13 male children up to and including the age of ten
14 years.

1 S e c t i o n  6. This act shall take effect upon Jan-
2 uary first nineteen hundred and twenty-seven.






