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To accompany the petition of Eben S. Draper for legislation to
iscertain the will of the people relative to the frequency of legislative
essions. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act to ascertain the Will of the People relative to
the Frequency of Legislative Sessions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 For the purpose of ascertaining the will of the
2 people of the commonwealth relative to the fre-
-3 quency of legislative sessions, the secretary of the
4 commonwealth shall cause to be placed on the
5 official ballot to be used at the next state election
6 the following question: “Should the constitu-
-7 tion be so amended that the legislature will meet
8 for its regular session once in two years instead of
9 every year, as at present? ” The votes upon said

10 question shall be received, sorted, counted and
11 declared, and copies of records thereof transmitted
12 to the secretary of the commonwealth, laid be-
-13 fore the governor and council, and by them
14 opened and examined, in accordance with the laws
15 relating to votes for state officers and copies of
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16 records thereof, so far as such laws are applicable.
17 The governor shall make known the result by de-
-18 daring the number of votes in the affirmative
19 and the number in the negative, and shall trans-
-20 mit a statement of such result, in writing, to the
21 general court during the first week of the session
22 in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-seven.
23 If it shall appear that a majority of said votes is
24 in the affirmative, it shall be deemed and taken
25 to be the will of the people that the legislature
26 should not meet in regular session oftener than
27 once in two years, and if a majority of said votes is
28 in the negative, it shall be deemed and taken to be
29 the will of the people that the legislature should
30 continue to meet annually, as at present.






