
Senate, April 22, 1926.

The committees on Municipal Finance and Met-
ropolitan Affairs, sitting jointly, to whom was
referred the residue of the final report of the
special commission (chairman of the Division of
Metropolitan Planning and chairman of the plan-
ning board, finance commission, transit department
and street commissioners of the city of Boston) estab-
lished to investigate the matter of laying out and
constructing a new thoroughfare in said city and the
extension and widening of certain streets in connec-
tion therewith (House, No. 1100); and

The further report of the special commission which
investigated the matter of laying out and constructing
a new thoroughfare in the city of Boston, submitting
facts, figures, reports and other information relative
to betterments which may be collected and to the cost
of land takings and damages incident to the construc-
tion of said highway (House, No. 1278); report the
accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 370).

For the committee,

EBEN S. DEAFER.

(Senator Kidder, and Representative Doyle of New
Bedford, of the committee on Municipal Finance, dis-
sent. )

SENATE No. 370

Ci)e Commontoealti) of Massachusetts,
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act authorizing the City of Boston to lay out and
construct an Intermediate Thoroughfare and to es-
tablish a Major Highway Improvement Fund.

1 Section 1. The board of street commissioners
2 of the city of Boston (or a special commission
3 appointed as hereinafter provided in section sis)
4 shall lay out, widen, relocate, and order constructed
5 all or such part of the highway described in sec-
-6 tion two of this act as may from time to time be
7 approved by the mayor of the city of Boston to be
8 laid out, widened, relocated, and ordered con-
-9 structed, provided that within a period of three

10 years after the passage of this act he shall have
11 approved some plan for a continuous highway,
12 made up of connecting parts described in clauses
13 (a) to (g) inclusive of section two of this act, of
14 a width of at least ninety-two feet in its narrowest
15 portions and with suitable safety islands for pedes-
-16 trians at street intersections, and connecting the
17 easterly end of the Charles River dam with the
18 junction of Albany street and Broadway; and in
19 approving from time to time the construction of

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfte Commontoealti) of Massachusetts.
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20 any portions of said highway, the mayor shall also
21 approve the locations and widths of such portions.
22 The commissioners may alter, relocate, or discon-
-23 tinne such existing public ways or portions thereof
24 as may be deemed necessary in connection with the
25 work authorized. Such continuous highway, if so
26 approved by the mayor, shall be completed and
27 opened for use over its entire length within a
28 period of ten years from the passage of this act.
29 Copies of plans indicating the suggested location
30 of the highway or parts thereof shall be filed with
31 the Boston city planning board and the division
32 of metropolitan planning of the metropolitan dis-
-33 trict commission with reasonable time for study
34 and suggestions. All construction work shall be
35 done by or under the direction of the public works
36 department of the city of Boston.

1 Sectiox 2. The highway shall consist of the fol-
-2 lowing parts:
3 (a) A street extending from the junction of
4 Charles and Leverett streets, at the easterly end
5 of the Charles River dam, thence over existing
6 ways or over private land bounded by Leverett,
7 Brighton, Lowell, Minot and Nashua streets or over
8 Boston and Maine railroad freight house lands, or
9 partly over existing ways and such private or
10 freight house lands, to Causeway street.
11 (b) A street extending from Causeway street
12 along Merrimac street to Haymarket square, or
13 along Causeway street and Beverly street to the
14 intersection of the latter street with Washington
15 Street North, or both, in such manner as to make
16 a continuous thoroughfare from the easterly end
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17 of the Charles River dam to Haymarket square or
18 Washington Street North, or both.
19 (c) A street extending from the terminal of the
20 street described in (b) along (1) the general line
21 of Cooper, Stillman and Ferry streets, or (2) along
22 the general line of Cross street, or (3) along the
23 general line of Endioott, North Centre, and John
24 streets, to Commercial street, or by such other
25 route between said points as the mayor may ap-
-26 prove.
27 (d) A street extending from the terminal of
28 the street described in (c) running within eight
29 hundred feet of Atlantic avenue at State street to
30 Fort Hill square.
31 (e) A street, with or without a supplementary
32 elevated or underground vehicular way in the vicin-
-33 ity of Federal and Summer streets, such streets
34 extending from Fort Hill square to the corner of
35 Kneeland and Albany streets.
36 (f) A street extending from Kneeland street
37 along Albany street to Broadway. The eommis-
-38 sioners shall, as a part of the widening of Albany
39 street between Curve street and Broadway, re-

-40 build or reconstruct the bridges over the locations
41 of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company and
42 the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad
43 Company.
44 (g) A street extending from Albany street at
45 or near its intersection with Oak street to a point
46 near the intersection of Tremont street and Broad-
-47 way or to Columbus avenue near Berkeley street.
48 As adjuncts to the main highway described in
49 sections (a) to (g) inclusive, the mayor may order
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50 constructed any one or more of the following street
51 improvements:
52 (1) A connection between the main highway
53 and Haymarket square, or between the main high-
-54 way (if it follows the line of Cross street) and
55 Washington Street North opposite Beverly street,
56 or both.
57 (2) A widening of Broad street between the
58 main highway and Atlantic Avenue.
59 (3) A new street between Fort Hill square and
60 the end of Northern avenue or a widening of Oliver
61 street from Fort Hill square to said end of
62 Northern avenue.
63 (4) Improvements to such streets in South Bos-
-64 ton as would give adequate approach to Northern
65 avenue from Congress street, Summer street, and
66 Dorchester avenue.
67 (5) A causeway viaduct or elevated street from
68 the end of Charles street to Leverett street over
69 the property and tracks of the Boston and Maine
70 railroad and other private property to or near the
71 intersection of Beverly and Causeway streets.
72 At important intersections, the commissioners
73 may take such additional property as may be re-
-74 quired in their judgment for the convenient and
75 suitable regulation of vehicular and pedestrian
76 traffic. For the purposes of this act, remnants or
77 parcels of land may be taken wherever in the judg-
-78 ment of the commissioners public interest so re-
-79 quires.

1 Section 3. Keal estate or any interest therein
2 may be acquired for the purpose of this act by
3 purchase or by eminent domain. All of the afore-
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4 said layout, takings, and construction work, the
5 awarding of damages and the assessment of bet-
-6 ferments therefor shall be done by the commis-
-7 sioners in accordance with the provisions of chap-
-8 ter three hundred ninety-three of the acts of niue-
-9 teen hundred six, as amended by chapter five

10 hundred thirty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
11 thirteen and by chapters seventy-nine and eighty
12 of the General Laws, in so far as said provisions
13 are consistent with the provisions of this act, pro-
-14 vided, however, that except pursuant to court judg-
-15 ment it shall require a vote of not less than two of
16 the commissioners and also the approval of the
17 mayor of Boston to
18 (a) Make any award or settlement of damages
19 for any taking hereunder for a price more than
20 twenty-five per cent in excess of its average
21 assessed valuation during the previous three years;
22 (b) Make any increase in an award or settle-
-23 ment of damages for any taking hereunder after
24 the same has been once determined;

25 (c) Make any abatement or decrease in any
26 assessment for betterments after the same has been
27 determined or levied.
28 Pro tanto settlements shall not be made except
29 by unanimous vote of the commissioners.
30 The commissioners shall assess betterments upon
31 property over as wide an area as in their judgment
32 it is proper so to do.

1 Section 4. To meet the cost of the work au-
-2 thorized by this act, the treasurer of the city of
3 Boston without any other authority than that con-
-4 tained in this act shall, from time to time, on re-



1926.] SENATE No. 370. 7

5 quest of the mayor of Boston, issue and sell at
6 public or private sale serial bonds of the city to
7 an amount not exceeding in the aggregate thirty
8 million dollars, which bonds shall be outside of the
9 statutory limit of indebtedness of the said city.

10 Each authorized issue of bonds shall constitute a
11 separate loan and such loans shall be paid in not
12 more than twenty years from their dates, but no
13 loan shall be authorized by the mayor under this
14 act in any year unless a sum equal to ten per cent
15 of the loan so authorized is voted for the same
16 purpose to be provided from taxes or other sources
17 of revenue. The amount required to be raised by
18 taxation shall be in addition to the amount that
19 may be levied for municipal purposes as fixed for
20 the year when the loan is authorized. The bonds
21 shall be designated on their face “Intermediate
22 Thoroughfare Bonds, Act of 1926”, shall be in
23 such form of coupon or registered bonds without
24 coupons, or coupon bonds exchangeable for regis-
-25 tered bonds, as the treasurer of the 'city shall
26 determine; shall bear interest in accordance with
27 the provisions of chapter fifty-two of the special
28 acts of nineteen hundred eighteen; shall be payable
29 by such annual payments as will extinguish said
30 bonds at maturity, and so that the first of such
31 annual payments on account of any loan shall be
32 made not later than one year after the date of the
33 bonds issued therefor and that the amount of said
34 payments in any year on account of such loan
35 shall not be less than the amount of principal of
36 the loan payable in any subsequent year. The
37 treasurer of the city of Boston shall hold the pro-
-38 ceeds of said bonds in the treasury of the city and
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39 pay therefrom the costs and expenses incurred
40 under the provisions of this act. Any premiums
41 received from the sale of the said bonds, less the
42 cost of preparing, issuing and selling the same
43 shall be applied to the payment of the first bond
44 or bonds to mature. The city treasurer may, with
45 the approval of the mayor, make a temporary
46 loan for a period of not more than one year in an-
-47 ticipation of the money to be derived from the sale
48 of any issue of said bonds and may issue notes
49 therefor and such notes may be refunded by the
50 issue of new notes maturing within said year, hut
51 the period of the permanent loan herein authorized
52 shall not be extended by reason of any temporary
53 loan.
54 Any sums received in any year from betterments
55 shall be applied to the discharge of the serial pay-
-56 ments and interest on the bonds. Any further
57 amount required in any year shall be assessed
58 until the debt is extinguished. Any sum so assessed
59 and raised by taxation shall be outside the tax
60 limit as fixed for the city in the year in which the
61 loan is authorized. If, in any year, the amounts
62 collected from betterments exceed ten per cent of
63 the amount payable in said year by the city for
64 serial payments and interest, such excess shall he
65 invested by the sinking fund commission and ap-
-66 plied to the payment of serial payments and in-
-67 terest in succeeding years.

1 Section 5. The commissioners may take in fee
2 under the provisions of chapter seventy-nine of
3 the General Laws, in the name and on behalf of
4 the city, more land and property than are needed
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5 for the actual construction of said way, such extra
6 land or property authorized by this section to be
7 taken being in no case more than one hundred feet
8 in depth from the side lines of said new highway,
9 which depth is deemed to be the maximum depth

10 suitable for building lots on said highway. After
11 so much of the land or property has been appro-
-12 printed for said highway as is needed therefor, the
13 commissioners may sell the remainder for value
14 with or without suitable restrictions.

1 Section 6. The mayor of Boston may entrust
2 the laying out, widening, relocating, or reconstruct-
-3 iug of streets or ways under the provisions of tills
4 act either to the street commissioners of the city
5 of Boston or to a special commission of three men
6 to be appointed by him at such salary not exceed-
-7 ing six thousand dollars each as he may approve.
8 the term “commissioners” as used in this act shall
9 refer either to the board of street commissioners

10 of the city of Boston or to the special commission
11 if same shall be appointed by the mayor.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by the mayor of the city of Boston.








