
Senate, April 29, 1926.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading to
whom was referred the Senate Bill authorizing the
town of Somerset to obtain additional sources of
water supply and to supply the town of Dighton with
water (Senate, Xo. 364), report recommending that
the same be amended by substituting therefor a new
draft with the same title (Senate, No. 379), and that,
when so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

CHARLES N. HARTSHORN.

SENATE No. 379
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act authorizing the town of Somerset to obtain
Additional Sources of Water Supply and to supply
the Town of Dighton with Water.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and fifty-four
2 of the acts of nineteen hundred and fourteen is
3 hereby amended by striking out section two and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 2. The town of Somerset may also sup-
-6 ply the towns of Swansea and Dighton and their
7 inhabitants with water for the above named pur-
-8 poses, and if said town of Somerset shall take any
9 sources of supply in said town of Dighton, as here-

-10 inafter authorized, said town of Somerset shall
11 furnish water for the aforesaid purposes to such
12 inhabitants of said town of Dighton as live in the
13 vicinity of the pipe lines of said town of Somerset,
14 constructed and maintained under this act, at such
15 rates and under the same terms as said town of
16 Somerset supplies its own inhabitants.

1 Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and fifty-
-2 four is hereby further amended by striking out
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3 section tliree and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: —-

5 Section 3. Said town of Somerset, for the pur-
-6 poses aforesaid, may take by eminent domain un-
-7 der chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or
8 acquire by purchase or otherwise, and hold the
9 waters of any pond, brook, spring or stream or of

10 any ground water sources of supply by means of
11 driven, artesian or other wells within the limits
12 of the towns of Somerset or Swansea and also the
13 waters of Segreganset river and of Muddy Cove
14 brook or either of them, and of any such ground
15 water supplies within the watersheds of said river
16 and said brook, or of either of them, in the town
17 of Dighton, and the water rights connected with
18 any such water sources, and may also so take, or
19 acquire by purchase or otherwise, and hold all
20 lands, rights of way and easements necessary for
21 collecting, storing, purifying and preserving the
22 water, and for conveying the same to any part of
23 said towns ; provided, that no source of water sup-
-24 ply and no lands necessary for preserving the
25 quality of the water shall be taken without first
26 obtaining the advice and approval of the depart-
-27 ment of public health, and that the situation of all
28 dams, reservoirs and wr ells to be used as sources
29 of wrater supply under this act shall be subject to
30 the approval of said department. Said town of
31 Somerset may construct on the lands acquired
32 and held under the provisions of this act, proper
33 dams, reservoirs, standpipes, tanks, buildings, fix-
-34 tures and other structures, and may make excava-
-35 tions, procure and operate machinery and provide
36 such other means and appliances and do such other



,79 [Apr.SENATE X,

3/ tilings as may be necessary for the establishment
•>S and maintenance of complete and effective water
39 works; and for that purpose may construct wells
40 and reservoirs and establish pumping works, and
41 may construct, lay and maintain aqueducts, con-
-42 duits, pipes and other works under and over any
43 land, water courses, railroads, railways and public
44 or other ways, and along such ways in any of said
45 towns in such manner as not unnecessarily to ob-
-46 struct the same; and for the purpose of construct-
-47 ing, laying, maintaining, operating and repairing
48 such conduits, pipes and other works, and for all
49 other proper purposes of this act, said town of
50 Somerset may dig up or raise and embank any such
51 lands, highways or other ways, in such manner
52 as to cause the least possible hindrance to public
53 travel on such ways. Said town of Somerset shall
54 not enter upon, construct or lay any conduits, pipes
55 or other works within the location of any railroad
56 corporation, except at such time and in such man-
-57 ner as it may agree upon with such corporation,
58 or, in case of failure so to agree, as may be ap-
-59 proved by the department of public utilities.

1 Sectiox 3. Said chapter two hundred and fifty-
-2 four is hereby further amended by striking out
3 section four and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:
5 Section 4. Said town of Somerset shall have
6 the right to lay its pipes or conduits in the towns
7 of Swansea and Dighton, or either of them, along
8 a direct road from the source of supply, in the
9 public streets of such towns, or either of them, or

10 through private lands acquired in accordance with
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11 section three; provided, that no conduits or pipes
12 shall be laid in a public way except under the
13 direction of the selectmen of the town in which
11 any such way is situated or of the state depart-
-15 ment of public works in the case of a state high-
-16 way; and provided, further, that any public way
17 in which work is done under this act shall be re-
-18 stored by said town of Somerset to a condition
19 satisfactory to said state department or to said
20 selectmen, as the case may be.

1 Section 4. Said chapter two hundred and fifty-
-2 four is hereby further amended by striking out
3 sections five and six and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 Section 5. The land taken or acquired under
6 this act shall be managed, improved and controlled
7 by the board of water commissioners hereinafter
8 provided for, in such manner as they shall deem
9 for the best interest of the town of Somerset.

10 Section 6. Any person or corporation injured
11 in his or its property by any action of said town
12 of Somerset or of said board under this act may
13 recover damages from said town under chapter
14 seventy-nine of the General Laws; provided, that
15 the right to damages for the taking of any water,
16 water source or water right, or any injury thereto,
17 shall not vest until the water is actually withdrawn
18 or diverted under authority of this act. Said town
19 may by vote, from time to time, determine what
20 amount or quantity of water it proposes to take
21 and appropriate under this act; in which case any
22 damages caused by such taking shall be based upon
23 such amount or quantity until the same shall be
24 increased by vote or otherwise, and in such event
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25 said town shall be further liable only for the ad-
-26 ditional damages caused by such additional taking.

1 Section 5. Said chapter two hundred and fifty-
-2 four is hereby further amended by striking out
3 section seven and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 loving:
5 Section 7. Said town of Somerset may, for the
6 purpose of paying the necessary expenses and lia-
-7 bilities incurred or to be incurred under the pro-
-8 visions of this act, issue from time to time bonds
9 or notes to an amount not exceeding in the aggre-

10 gate five hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which
11 shall bear on their face the words, Town of Somer-
-12 set Water Loan, Act of 1914. Each authorized
13 issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such
14 loans shall be payable in not more than thirty
15 years from their dates. Indebtedness incurred
16 under this act shall be in excess of the statutory
17 limit, but shall, except as provided herein, be sub-
-18 ject to chapter forty-four of the General Laws.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by a majority of the voters of the town
3 of Somerset present and voting thereon at a town
4 meeting called for the purpose within three years
5 after its passage; but the number of meetings so
6 called in any year shall not exceed three; and for
7 the purpose only of being submitted to the voters
8 of said town as aforesaid this act shall take effect
9 upon its passage.

Senate, April 29, 1926.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent down for concurrence

WILLIAM H. SANGER, Clerk.






