
Senate, April 30, 1926.

The committee on Public Safety, to whom was referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as re-
lates to fire protection, report the accompanying Bill (Senate,
No. 380).

For the committee,

ABBOTT B. RICE.

SENATE No. 380
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act relative to Fire Prevention.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follotvs:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter one hun-
2 dred and forty-eight of the General Laws, as
3 amended, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out, in the second line, the word “six”, and by
5 striking out, in the third line, the word “nine-
-6 teen”, so as to read as follows: Section 2.
7 Except as otherwise provided in section thirty,
8 sections ten, thirteen, fourteen, twenty and
9 twenty-two shall not apply to the metropolitan

10 district. Sections twenty-eight to fifty-one, in-
-11 elusive, shall apply only to said district.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and forty-
-2 eight of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section six and inserting in place
4 thereof a new section to read as follows:
5 Section 6. The fire marshal, or any person des-
-6 ignated by him, the fire commissioner or commis-
-7 sion in any city or town having such an official or
8 officials, the chief engineer or the chief of the fire
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9 department in any other city, town, or fire dis-
10 trict, the chairman of the board of selectmen in
11 any town or part thereof not having such officials
12 as are herein named, or any subordinate desig-
13 nated by them, respectively, may, and upon
14 complaint of a person having an interest in any
15 building or premises or property adjacent there-
16 to, shall, at all reasonable hours, enter into
17 buildings and upon premises within their juris-
18 diction and make an investigation as to the
19 existence of conditions liable to cause fire. They

20 shall in writing order such conditions, if existing,
21 to be remedied, and whenever such officers or
22 persons find in any building or upon any prem-
23 ises any accumulation of combustible rubbish,
24 including waste paper, rags, cardboard, string,
25 packing material, sawdust, shavings, sticks,
26 waste leather or rubber, broken boxes or barrels
27 or other refuse that is or may become dangerous
28 as a fire menace to such buildings or premises,
29 they shall in writing order the same to be
30 removed or such conditions to be remedied.
31 The owner or occupant of any such building or
32 premises may, within twenty-four hours after
33 notice of such an order from any person other
34 than the marshal, apply to the marshal, by
35 whom the matter shall forthwith be investigated.

36 Unless he revokes the order, it shall remain in
37 force and be at once obeyed by said owner or
38 occupant, who, if he refuses or neglects to com-
39 ply therewith, shall be punished by a fine of not
40 less than ten nor more than fifty dollars for each
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41 day during which such neglect or refusal con-
-42 tinues.

1 Section 3. Chapter one hundred and forty-
eight, section fourteen, General Laws, as
amended, is hereby further amended by striking
out all after the words “section fourteen” and
inserting in place thereof, the following:
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Section 14■ No building or other structure
shall, except as provided in section fifteen, be
used for the keeping, storage, manufacture or
sale of any of the articles named in section ten,
except fireworks, firecrackers and torpedoes,
unless the aldermen or selectmen, or, in the
metropolitan district, the marshal or some
official designated by him under section thirty-
one, shall have granted a license therefoc for
one year from the date thereof, after a public
hearing held in the case for cities by the aider-
men or any committee thereof designated by
them, notice of the time and place of which
hearing shall have been given, at the expense
of the applicant, by the clerk of the city or by
the selectmen, by publication, not less than
seven days prior thereto, in a newspaper pub-
lished in the representative district, if any,
otherwise in the city or town, wherein the land
on which such license is to be exercised is situ-
ated, and also by the applicant by registered
mail, not less than seven days prior to such
hearing, to all owners of real estate abutting on
said land, and in case of every application for
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30 a license to establish a public gasoline or oil
filling station, or for the keeping or storage of
gasoline in a building or other structure with
a capacity of more than ten thousand gallons,
or a license or permit for a garage of a capacity
sufficient to accommodate more than fifty motor
vehicles, to the members of both branches of
the general court from said representative dis-
trict and to the member of the city council in
whose district said land is situated, and unless
such license, bears the written approval of the
marshal or of some official designated by him
for the purpose under section nineteen; and
unless, after the granting or approval, as the
case may be, of such license by any official other
than the marshal and before its delivery to the
applicant, said applicant shall forthwith send
notice by registered mail to every such abutter
that his application for a license has been
granted or approved, said notice to contain a
statement that an appeal may be taken from
the granting or approval thereof to the marshal
within fifteen days of the receipt of said notice;
provided, that any building or other structure
once used under a license granted as aforesaid,
or any building or other structure lawfully
used for any of said purposes, may be continued
in such use from year to year if the owner or
occupant thereof shall annually, while such use
continues, file for registration with the clerk of
the city or town where such building or other
structure is situated, or in Boston with the fire
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commissioner, a certificate reciting such use
and occupancy; and provided, further, that no
license or permit shall be required in any town
outside the metropolitan district, or any regis-
tration in the metropolitan district or in cities
outside of said district, for any building used as
a garage for not exceeding two motor vehicles,
provided, that only one such garage on the same
lot of land shall be exempt from the require-
ments of securing a license. The department
may by regulation prescribe the amount of
explosives, crude petroleum or any of its
products, or of any other inflammable fluid or
compound, that may be kept for private use in
any building or other structure without a license,
permit or registration, or any of them. The
right to use a building or other structure for any
of said purposes may be revoked for cause,
after notice and a hearing given to such owner
or occupant, by the aldermen or selectmen
having authority to grant licenses for such use,
or by the marshal. A fee of one dollar may be
charged for the license and a like sum for the
approval of the license herein provided for, and
fifty cents for the registration of said certificate,
except that in the city of Boston the fee for
such registration shall be one dollar. Such
building or structure shall always be subject to
such alterations in construction and to such
regulations of its use in respect to protection
against fire or explosion as the department may
prescribe.

62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93



1926.] SENATE No. 380. 7

1 Section 4. Said chapter one hundred and
2 forty-eight as amended in section nineteen is
3 hereby further amended by striking out all
4 after the words “section nineteen” and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the following;
6 Section 19. The marshal may designate some
7 officer of any city or town who, when so desig-
-8 nated, may approve, in accordance with rules
9 and regulations established by the department,

10 the licenses required by section fourteen or who
11 may grant the permits, if any, required by the
12 regulations made under section ten or fourteen.
13 Such officer shall keep a record of all licenses so
14 approved or permits granted. A fee of fifty
15 cents may be charged for any such permit. The
16 marshal may revoke any permit under section
17 thirteen, or under the regulations made by
18 authority of section ten or fourteen, and such
19 permit may be revoked for cause by any officer
20 who granted it.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and
2 forty-eight as amended in section thirty-two
3 is hereby further amended by striking out all
4 after the words “section thirty-two” and in-
-5 sorting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 32. No volatile inflammable fluid in
7 quantity exceeding one gallon, or other in-
-8 flammable fluid exceeding twenty gallons shall
9 be kept, used or stored in that part of any build-

-10 ing used for habitation and no volatile inflam-
-11 mable fluid in quantity exceeding one gallon,
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12 or other inflammable fluid exceeding thirty
13 gallons shall be kept, used or stored except in
14 the tank of an automobile, motor boat or
15 stationary engine within fifty feet of any build-
-16 ing used for dwelling purposes unless a permit
17 has first been obtained therefor from the state
18 fire marshal under such terms and conditions
19 as he may prescribe

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and
2 forty-eight as amended in section thirty-three
3 is hereby further amended by striking out all
4 after the words “section thirty-three” and
5 inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section S3. No part of anjr building so used
7 for habitation nor that part of any lot within
8 fifty feet of any building so used shall, except
9 as described in section thirty-two, be used for

10 the storage, keeping or handling of any article
11 or material that is or may become dangerous to
12 the public safety as a fire menace unless a per-
-13 mit has first been obtained therefor from the
14 state fire marshal. No part of any such build-
-15 ing shall be used as a carpenter shop nor for the
16 storage, keeping or handling of feed, hay, straw,
17 excelsior, shavings, sawdust, cotton, paper stock,
18 feathers or rags, except under such terms and
19 conditions as the state fire marshal may pre-
-20 scribe.

1 Section 7. Chapter one hundred and forty-
-2 eight is hereby further amended in section
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thirty-seven by adding the following words at
the end of the last line; —or the basement of
any building used for mercantile or mechanical
purposes, shall, upon the order of the fire mar-
shal, be equipped with automatic sprinklers,
so that it shall read: Section 37. The base-
ments of any buildings shall, upon written notice
by the marshal to the owners of the buildings, be
equipped with such dry pipes with outside con-
nections as he may prescribe, or the basement
of any building used for mercantile or mechan-
ical purposes shall, upon the order of the fire
marshal, be equipped with automatic sprinklers.
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Section 8. Clause Hof section thirty-nine of
said chapter one hundred and forty-eight is
hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
the following: and the installation of spark
arresters in chimneys connected with permanent
wood burning furnaces, —so that said clause
will read as follows: —H. Requiring the clean-
ing of chimney flues and vent pipes and the
installation of spark arresters in chimneys con-
nected with permanent wood burning furnaces.
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1 Section 9. Clause I of said section thirty-
nine is hereby amended by adding at the end
thereof the following: and about outer or
inner courts or shafts at the roof line, so that
said clause will read as follows: —/. Requiring
proper safeguards to be placed and maintained
about or over roof skylights and about outer
or inner courts or shafts at the roof line.
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1 Section 10. Said section thirty-nine is
2 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
3 the following new clauses:
4 N. Prohibiting or regulating the storage in
5 any lot, building, shed, enclosure or other
6 structure, of any empty wooden packing boxes,
7 cases or barrels in a quantity occupying a space
8 greater than two thousand cubic feet, and
9 regulating the height of piles of lumber in lumber

10 yards.
11 0. Prohibiting the thawing of water pipes
12 by means of a torch, flame or fire, or the fumi-
-13 gation of warehouses, factories or commercial
14 buildings by the use of any volatile inflammable
15 liquid, or any material requiring flame or fire,
16 without a permit from the marshal.

1 Section 11. Section forty of said chapter
2 one hundred and forty-eight is hereby amended
3 by striking out the words “no such rules shall
4 be established until after a public hearing of
5 which notice shall have been given by publica-
-6 tion for at least two successive weeks in at least
7 two daily newspapers published in Boston and
8 in two newspapers published in the metropolitan
9 district outside of Boston”, so as to read as

10 follows: Section 40. The marshal may pro-
-11 vide that any rule shall apply generally through-
-12 out the metropolitan district or to any specified
13 part thereof or to any class or description of
14 premises.
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1 Section 12. Section fifty-eight of said chap-
ter one hundred and forty-eight is hereby
amended by adding after the word “any”
where it occurs the second time in the second
line, the word: inflammable, and by strik-
ing out, in the third and fourth lines, the words

2
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t “which will emit a gas that will flash at a tempera-

ture of less than one hundred degrees Fahren-
heit”, so as to read as follows: Section 58.
No person shall manufacture, store, keep for
sale, sell or transport any compound for use as
a stove polish containing any inflammable
liquid or compound whatsoever, except that
foundry paste which contains inflammable com-
pound, if packed in metal containers, sealed by
fusion and weighing in gross not less than five
pounds, and if such container is labelled “ Dan-
gerous ■— Inflammable compound Keep away
from fire, heat and lights” may be manufactured,
stored, kept for sale, sold or transported for use
only by stove foundries, stove manufacturers
and stove dealers on their own premises under
regulations prescribed by the marshal. The
flash point of sand compound shall be as er-
tained by use of either Abel-Pensky’s or Pensky-
Martens’ closed cup instrument, or by some
other method approved by the marshal.
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