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Accompanying the second recommendation of the Division of Met
politan Planning (House, No. 67). Metropolitan Affairs. Dec. 2,
1926,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act establishing a District comprising the Cities of
Boston, Chelsea, Revere and Lynn and the Town of
Winthrop for the Construction, Operation and Mainte-
nance of a Vehicular Bridge or Tunnel between Boston
and East Boston.

1 Section 1. The cities of Boston, Chelsea, Revere and
2 Lynn and the town of Winthrop are hereby constituted
3 a district to be known as the East Boston bridge or
4 tunnel district, hereinafter referred to as the district, for
5 the purpose of constructing, maintaining and oper-
-6 ating a vehicular bridge or tunnel between Boston and
7 East Boston. Said district shall act through a district
8 commission, hereinafter called the commission, to con-
-9 sist of the chairman of the metropolitan district commis-

-10 sion ex officio, who shall be chairman, and two other
11 members to be appointed for terms of six years by the
12 governor with the advice and consent of the council.
13 The members of the commission shall receive such
14 compensation, payable as hereinafter provided, as may
15 be fixed by the governor and council. The commission
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16 is hereby authorized to appoint a secretary and such
17 clerical force as may be necessary, a chief engineer and
18 an assistant chief engineer, and may employ such addi-
-19 tional engineering assistance skilled in bridge or tunnel
20 designing, engineering and construction, as the commis-
-21 sion may deem necessary. For the aforesaid purposes,
22 there may be expended from such appropriation, not
23 exceeding dollars as the general court may
24 make, such sums as the governor and council may ap-
-25 prove.

1 Section 2. Subject to the provisions of chapter
2 ninety-one of the General Laws and of the laws of the
3 United States applicable thereto and to the approval of
4 the proper officers of the government of the United
5 States, the district, acting through the commission, may
6 locate, construct, maintain and operate a bridge over,
7 or a tunnel consisting of one or more tubes under, the
8 harbor of Boston, from a convenient point in Boston
9 proper to a convenient point in that district of said city

10 known as East Boston, together with suitable approaches,
11 sidings, entrances, stations, elevators, inclines, connec-
-12 tions and such other structures and appurtenances as
13 may be necessary or convenient. For the aforesaid pur-
-14 poses, the commission and its employees may enter upon
15 any lands or places, without being liable in trespass, in
16 order to make surveys and investigations and may place
17 and maintain marks and monuments thereon and borings
18 and excavations and do all other acts necessary for the
19 preparation of final plans of the bridge or tunnel, provided
20 that the commission shall pay compensation for any
21 actual damages caused by such acts, recoverable under
22 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws.
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1 Section 3. The commission, subject to the approval
2 of the governor and council, shall finally determine
3 whether it shall construct a bridge or a tunnel as afore-
-4 said, and subject to like approval shall determine upon
5 the location of such bridge or tunnel, and its approaches
6 and appurtenances. No work of construction shall be
7 undertaken, however, until the general plans have been
8 approved by the governor and council.

1 Section 4. For the purpose of constructing said
2 bridge or tunnel, its approaches and appurtenances, and
3 any alterations thereof, and additions thereto, the com-
-4 mission may use public ways and lands belonging to the
5 city and to the commonwealth, respectively, and may
6 take by right of eminent domain, under chapter seventy-
-7 nine of the General Laws, or acquire by purchase or
8 otherwise, and hold and convey any lands in fee, includ-
-9 ing the buildings thereon and any easements or limited

10 estates or rights or interests in lands which may be
11 deemed necessary or convenient therefor, including the
12 right to go above or under the surface thereof or through
13 or above buildings or parts of buildings thereon, and any
14 taking may be made whether the lands taken or affected
15 are or may be then devoted to public uses or then held
16 by title derived under eminent domain or otherwise,
17 provided that lands of the commonwealth shall not be
18 so taken. A taking or purchase of an easement or limited
19 estate or right in a given parcel of real estate, whether
20 such parcel consists of unimproved land or land and build-
-21 ing, may be confined to a portion or section of such par-
-22 cel fixed by horizontal, vertical or inclined planes of di-
-23 vision or curved surfaces or otherwise, below, above or
24 at the surface of the soil, and in such case no taking need
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25 be made of other portions or sections thereof, except of
26 such easements therein, if any,' as the commission, with
27 the approval of the transit department may deem neces-
-28 sarv.

1 Section 5. Upon the completion of said bridge or
2 tunnel, the commission shall operate the same as a toll
3 bridge or tunnel, but the tolls for vehicles using said
4 bridge or tunnel shall not exceed thirty cents for each
5 passenger vehicle or fifty cents for commercial vehicles
6 unless the department of public utilities, after hearing,
7 shall certify that the rates should be increased in order
8 to meet the cost of the service. Upon such certification
9 the department shall fix such tolls as in its opinion will

10 most nearly meet such cost. The cost of the service
11 shall include operating expenses, including salaries of the
12 commissioners and all office and engineering expenses,
13 interest, and such sums as may be required to meet
14 serial payment requirements on all bonds and notes issued
15 by the commonwealth under the provisions of this act.
16 The receipts from said tolls are hereby pledged to the
17 payment of both principal and interest of such bonds
18 and notes and shall constitute a first lien thereon, and
19 such bonds and notes shall contain provisions to that
20 effect and binding the commonwealth to provide for the
21 collection of tolls as aforesaid and to appropriate the
22 same for the payment of said principal and interest, and
23 such provisions are hereby declared to constitute con-
-24 tracts within the meaning of section ten of Article I of
25 the constitution of the United States. If at any time the
26 receipts from said tolls are inadequate to meet said cost
27 of service, any deficiency shall be met by assessments on
28 the cities and town comprising the district according to

29 their respective taxable valuations of property.
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1 Section 6. The cost of constructing said bridge or
2 tunnel, in no event to exceed the sum of eighteen million
3 dollars, shall be paid in the first instance by the com-
-4 monwealth, and to meet said cost the state treasurer
5 shall, upon the request of the commission, issue notes or
6 bonds of the commonwealth carrying such interest rates
7 as the state treasurer may fix, with the approval of the
8 governor and council, said notes or bonds to be for such
9 term or terms as shall be recommended by the governor

10 in pursuance of section three of Article LXII of the
11 amendments to the constitution. The proceeds of said
12 notes or bonds shall be paid into the treasury of the
13 commonwealth and shall be paid out upon requisition of
14 the commission to meet expenditures incurred under this
15 act.

1 Section 7. This act shall be submitted to the voters
2 of the cities and town named in section one of the bien-
-3 nial state election in the year nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-eight in the form of the following question to be
5 placed upon the official ballot: “Shall an act of the gen-

-6 era! court passed in the year nineteen hundred and
7 twenty-seven, entitled ‘An Act establishing a district
8 comprising the cities of Boston, Chelsea, Revere and
9 Lynn and the town of Winthrop for the construction,

10 operation and maintenance of a vehicular bridge or
11 tunnel between Boston and East Boston’, and imposing
12 upon said cities and town certain contingent liabilities
13 to meet the cost of construction, maintenance and opera-
-14 tion of said bridge or tunnel, be accepted?” If a ma-
-15 jority of all the votes cast in answer to said question in
16 all such cities and town are in the affirmative, this act
17 shall thereupon take effect, but not otherwise.
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