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State Examiners of Electricians.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

In compliance with section 33 of chapter 30 of the General
Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter 362 of the Acts
of 1923, I have the honor to submit herewith such parts of
the annual report of the State Examiners of Electricians
(Pub. Doc. No. 114) as contain recommendations for legis-
lative action, with accompanying bills.

Very trulv vour;

ALBERT L. EDSON,
Executive Secretary.

Cbe Commontoealt!) of Qpassacfnisetts
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Investigation and analysis of an increasing number of
complaints against persons licensed as journeymen electri-
cians leads the Examiners of Electricians to believe that a
more exact definition of the terms “master electrician” and
“journeyman electrician” is necessary.

One hundred or more complaints during the current year,
several of which resulted in hearings and the suspension or
revocation of licenses, show that many journeymen are
engaging in the electrical business beyond the point to which
they are qualified by their examination, and outside of the
class in which the commonly accepted term of “journeyman
electrician” places them. As a result of this condition there
are many evasions of the law, much faulty work ensues, and
the beneficial effects that the law intended to create are
greatly diminished, if not nullified. It will be apparent that
where two classes of licenses are provided for, a more exact
definition of each is necessary in order that the public may
be protected against persons falling in the class outside of
which their license does not qualify them.

Under the present law, and according to opinions as set
forth by the Attorney General, the Examiners of Electricians
have no clearly defined authority to restrict the work which
shall be done by a “journeyman electrician” nor have they
the right to issue a license which restricts the holder thereof
to a certain class or type of work.

The present condition, furthermore, throws the “ master

electrician” of small and legitimate business in unfair com-

petition with the “journeyman electrician” doing identically
the same work, who is often doing work beyond which he is
qualified, and who is-paying a much lesser license fee to the
State.

In view, therefore, of the increasing use of electrical
apparatus and wiring, and in view of its ever increasing
hazard to life and property, the examiners submit the fol-
lowing amendments to the law which they believe will cor-

rect present conditions, which will enable the law to be
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better enforced by local wire inspectors, and which will
result in better protection to the public.

1. Legislation relative to persons, firms and corporations
representing themselves as master electricians.

The purpose of this amendment is to assure the public
that any person holding himself out to be an electrical con-
tractor possesses the necessary qualifications.

2. Legislation relative to work to be done by journey
men electricians.

The purpose of this amendment is to protect the public
against the work of journeymen electricians not qualified as
master electricians or electrical contractors.




