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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ESTAB-
LISHED TO SUPERVISE THE EDITING OF A
FITTING CHRONICLE OF MASSACHUSETTS’
PART IN THE WORLD WAR SUBMITTING CER-
TAIN ESTIMATES RELATIVE TO THE COST
OF PUBLISHING THE GOLD STAR RECORD OF
MASSACHUSETTS.

[Military Affairs. Oct. 15, 1926.]

The Adjutant General’s Office,
State House, Boston, October 11, 1920.

In compliance with and under authority of the provisions
of chapter 18 of the Resolves of 1926, the Commission to
Provide for the Preparation and Publication of a Suitable
History of Massachusetts’ Part in the World War presents
herewith its report.

Respectfully submitted

JESSE F. STEVENS,
The Adjutant General.

FREDERIC W. COOK,
Secretary, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

EDWARD 11. REDSTONE,
State Librarian.

Cbe Commontoealtb of cpassacfnioetts.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
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By chapter 367, Acts of 1924, this Commission was in-
structed to prepare a “Gold Star Record” of Massachusetts
men who died while in national or state service during the
World War. The date on which this record was to be com-
pleted was set as July 1, 1926, hence it became necessary,
as stated in our last report, to devote most of the activities
of the Commission to that particular duty. This required
that the work on other phases of the “part that Massachu-
setts took in the World War” should be partially suspended
during the preparation of the Gold Star Record.

Notwithstanding the prospect that the Gold Star Record
would be practically completed by the time set, the last
General Court, by Resolve approved April 8, 1926 (chapter
18), instructed this Commission to prepare this record to be
published as Volume II of the history of Massachusetts in
the war, and that the Commission should proceed with its
work with view of publication of both volumes during the
year 1927.

Originally the Commission was granted three years in
which to prepare a history of the State in the war, a task of
no little difficulty considering the important part the Com-
monwealth and its citizens took in the conflict.

The original program outlined by the Commission included
a relation not only of the military activities of the State, but
of the industrial and patriotic endeavors of its citizens.
Indeed, that is the story of the part the State took in the
war. However, this proposal was considered too ambitious,
and after the additional duty of preparing a Gold Star
Record was assigned to the Commission it was decided to
prepare a volume which, under proper heads, should give
concise statements of various governmental activities, and
also brief histories of the military and naval organizations
in which Massachusetts men served, the extent of the men-
tion of such organizations being determined by the propor-
tionate number of Massachusetts men in those organizations.
So far as practical this plan has followed a chronological
order.
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As nearly five thousand Massachusetts men and women
gave their lives during the war, and as nearly two hundred
thousand served during the war, the task assigned the
Commission has not been an easy one to accomplish in the
limited time permitted.

The Gold Star Record is now ready for publication. It
should be borne in mind, however, that any record of this
character can never be wholly complete nor perfect. Infor-
mation is constantly coming to hand, and until the record is
actually in type this information, if pertinent, will be incor-
porated in the manuscript.

In spite of the difficulty of preparing a Gold Star Record
and at the same time collecting and arranging data for the
historical statements, the work has progressed satisfactorily.

Notwithstanding the interruption of work on the histori-
cal section, this part is also so far in hand that it is estimated
that by January 1, 1927, it will be at least sixty per cent
completed.

The Resolve under which the Commission is now acting
continues the existence of the Commission until this work is
completed, with “a view to the publication of the two vol-
umes in 1927.” While the Gold Star Record is in press, if
so ordered by the General Court, the Commission, in addi-
tion to such editorial supervision required, expects to com-
plete the copy for Volume I, and to be enabled to send that
volume to the printer.

The estimated sizes of the printed volumes are 600 pages
for Volume I, and 1,000 pages for Volume 11.

The number of volumes required for free distribution is
estimated as 1,500 each.

It may be expected that as many next of kin as returned
questionnaires will want the Gold Star volume. The only
estimate this Commission cares to make on the number of
copies of the two volumes likely to be sold is as follows:

Copies
Volume I
Volume II

1,000
2,000

It is realized that this figure may be considerably exceeded.
There are probably more than 35,000 residents of this Com-
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monwealth who are either parents, widows, children, brothers
or sisters of those who died in the service, and how many of
these may signify their desire to possess one or both of these
volumes, it is impossible to determine in advance.

Should a small edition be published and later there be a
sufficient demand to justify reprinting, there would be oppor-
tunity for additions and corrections in the second edition.
A record of this character could be held in abeyance for
years, if withheld from the printer, because of the probable
opportunities to procure more complete information. This
fact should not be overlooked in determining the size of the
edition.

The Commission estimates that the sum of 127,450 will be
required to continue the necessary work of preparing the
records for publication, for incidental expenses and for
printing 2,500 copies of Volume I and 3,500 copies of
Volume 11.

Since the organization of the Commission in 1924 and the
appointment of Major Putnam as historian and as secretary
to the Commission, there has been collected a large amount
of valuable material illustrating the part our citizens took in
the war. This includes letters and diaries of men in the
service, mostly overseas material, and military papers con-
cerning many of the organizations in which our men served.

This material is available to the historian of the future
who may undertake the task of compiling histories of units
or the experiences of individuals. The collection of this
material has necessitated examination of records in Wash-
ington, and much correspondence and many personal inter-
views. If the Commission had done no more than accumu-
late this material, it believes the accumulation in available
form amply justifies the wisdom of the General Court in
authorizing the work.


