
HOUSE 128

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF MET-
ROPOLITAN PLANNING RELATIVE TO THE
EXTENSION AND DEVELOPMENT OF RAPID
TRANSIT SERVICE WITHIN THE METRO-
POLITAN DISTRICT AND TO THE EXTEN-
SION OF THE DORCHESTER TUNNEL TO

[Street Railways. Dec. 1, 1926.1

Division of Metropolitan Planning,
44 School Street, Boston, December 1, 1926.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The General Court of 1926 passed the following order:

(House, No. 1491 of 1926)

House of Representatives, May 5, 1926.
Ordered, That the Division of M

politan District Commission be dir<
study and investigation under the i

itropolitan Planning of the Metro-
cted, in connection with its further
irovisions of Chapter 45 of the Re-

Cjbe Commomuealtf) of spassacfnisetts

MATTAPAN SQUARE

solves of 1924, to investigate and report on the advisability of ex-
tending the Dorchester Tunnel, so called, from Andrew Square in the
city of Boston along Columbia Road to a point at or near the cornerof Blue Hill Avenue and Columbia Road, known as Franklin Park
Station; thence to a point at or near the corner of Blue Hill Avenue
and Talbot Avenue, known as Franklin Field; thence to a point at
or near the comer of Blue Hill Avenue and Morton Street; thence toMattapan Square to meet the extension of said tunnel provided forby Chapter 480 of the Acts of 1923. Said division also is directed to
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report relative to the financing and maintenance, and to the necessity,
advisability, feasibility, cost and distribution of cost, of such tunnel

The order directs this Division to investigate and report
on the advisability of extending the Dorchester Tunnel, so
called, from Andrew Square along Columbia Road to Blue
Hill Avenue and thence out that avenue to Mattapan
Square to meet the extension of the Shawmut Branch elec-
trification, construction of which is now under way.

The length of the proposed subway from Andrew Square
to Mattapan is approximately 28,000 feet, and we estimate
its cost at not less than $25,000,000, this figure not in-
cluding rolling stock, power, or other similar items.

Improved transportation facilities for the Dorchester
region of Boston has been the subject of many investiga-
tions and reports, among the most important of which are
the reports found in—

Senate, No. 238 of 1920.
House, No. 1262 of 1921
House, No. 802 of 1922.

These reports were made by a joint board consisting of the
Commissioners of the Department of Public Utilities and
the members of the Transit Department of the City of
Boston, and as a result of their deliberations the Legislature
authorized the extension of the Cambridge-Dorchester
Tunnel route to Harrison Square and thence over the Shaw-
mut Branch to Ashmont, and ultimately to Mattapan.
This work is now under way and approximately $10,000,000
is being expended for the benefit of the Dorchester section
of Boston.
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The order under which this report is submitted revives
the question as to whether the Cambridge-Dorchester Tun-
nel should divide at Andrew Square, two routes proceeding
from that point to Mattapan, thus really constituting a
loop line out the Shawmut Division to Mattapan and back
via Blue Hill Avenue and Columbia Road. It further in-
volves the diversion to Andrew Square of the Blue Hill
Avenue passenger traffic which now goes to Egleston Square
on the Washington Street elevated route.

We agree with the conclusions of the joint commission
that the suggested loop line is of doubtful utility and might
well result in bringing more traffic to the Cambridge-Dor-
chester Tunnel than that tunnel could properly handle,
particularly at the crowded stations at Washington Street
and Park Street. We further feel that when additional
transit facilities are authorized for the Dorchester region
they might well be furnished by four tracking the Midland
Division from Mattapan to the Fort Point Channel and
thence passing under the center of Boston to the North
Station where the route would continue out the Western
Division of the Boston and Maine similarly four tracked
to Reading.

In our general report on the transit facilities of the Metro-
politan area, to be filed on or before January first, we shall
discuss this proposed route from the North to the South
side of the city, and shall probably recommend it as one
that should be given consideration in the not too distant
future.

In conclusion we cannot recommend the construction of
the proposed subway from Andrew Square out Columbia
Road and Blue Hill Avenue to Mattapan for the following
reasons:

1. Ten million dollars is now being expended in rapid
transit facilities for the Dorchester region, and in our opinion
it is not wise to authorize further expenditures for that
region until the facilities now under construction are in
actual operation and the results of the same have been
ascertained.

2. Considering the fact that the Shawmut Branch is now
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being electrified, and that Dorchester will in the very near
future be given transit relief, we believe that possibly other
sections, such as the Huntington Avenue section, the Com-
monwealth Avenue section, the Somerville-North Cam-
bridge section, and the Chelsea-Revere section, should be
given consideration before additional facilities are authorized
for Dorchester.

3. The cost of the proposed subway is far greater than
would be the cost of four tracking the Midland Division, and
we believe a transit line along the Midland Division would
probably accommodate more people than one along Blue
Hill Avenue.

Trolley lines operating in the reserved way along Blue
Hill Avenue now make reasonable time to Egleston Square,
but the service would be decidedly improved if an over-pass
for trolleys and possibly for automobiles were constructed
where Blue Hill Avenue crosses Morton Street. With the
opening of the Southern Artery delays at this point will be
more serious in the future than at present. Service on Blue
Hill Avenue would also be much improved if Blue Hill
Avenue were widened near Franklin Park and an under-pass
constructed under Columbia Road and the entrances to the
Park.

Respectfully submitted,

DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING

Henry I. Harriman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratshesky.
Ralph S. Bauer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
James B. Noyes.


