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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
RELATIVE TO THE CLAIM OF THE PARENTS
OF ALBERT CHEVRETTE OF HOLYOKE
AGAINST THE COMMONWEALTH ON ACCOUNT
OF HIS DEATH FROM INJURIES RECEIVED
WHILE SERVING AS A MEMBER OF THE
NATIONAL GUARD.

[Ways and Means. Oct. 11, 19!

Chapter 51 of the Resolves of 1926 is as follow

Resolve relative to the Claim of the Parents of Albert
Chevrette, late of Holyoke

Resolved, That the attorney general is hereby requested to investi-
gate the claim of the parents of Albert Chevrette, late of Holyoke,
against the commonwealth, referred to in senate document number
thirty-three of the current year, and to find the facts in relation thereto
and the amount of damages, if any, sustained. For the purpose of
the investigation herein directed, the attorney general or an assistant
attorney general designated by him, may hold hearings, take eviden
administer oaths and issue subpoenas. The attorney general is here!
further requested to make a report of such investigation to the general

art by filing such report with the clerk of the house of representatives
or before October fifteenth in the current year, and at the same

time to file a copy thereof with the budget commissioner as a part
of the budget estimates required to be submitted under section four
if chapter twenty-nine of the General Laws

Senate Document No. 33, referred to in the foregoing
resolve, is as follows:

Resolve in Favor of the Parents of Albert Chevrette, late
if Holyoke

Commontoealtl) of £oassaf{)Uoctts.

Resolved, That after an appropriation has been made for the pur-
pose, there may he paid out of the treasury of the commonwealth to
Napoleon Chevrette and Marion Roy Chevrette of Holyoke, father



[Jan.HOUSE— No. 130.2

and mother of the late Albert Chevrette, the sum of thirty-five hun-
dred dollars in full compensation for the death of their son, who died
as a result of his services to the commonwealth as a member of the
national guard

Pursuant to said resolve, I investigated the claim of the
parents of Albert Chevrette, late of Holyoke, and a hearing
was held thereon in the city of Holyoke by Assistant At-
torney General Roger Clapp, designated by me for such
purpose under the authority of the aforesaid resolve.

Findings

As a result of such investigation and hearing I find the
facts to be: That on Friday, July 24, 1925, the late Albert
Chevrette was a private in F Co., 104th Inf., Mass. N. G.,
and was on a tour of duty with his company at Camp
Devens, under command of Ft. Daniel P. Williamson. On
said day about thirty-five men of F Co., including Chevrette,
were made ill by eating canned salmon, provided as part
of their rations. The salmon was cooked after being taken
from the cans, and before cooking was examined by the
company cook, one Shevlin, who noted nothing wrong with
its appearance or odor. All of the men injuriously affected,
including Chevrette and the cook, Shevlin, who himself ate
of the salmon, complained of pains in the stomach and
distress within a few hours of eating, and all were immedi-
ately treated thereafter by Maj. M. F. Hosmer, the regi-
mental surgeon. On Saturday morning, July 25, all the
men affected, including Chevrette, appeared to have recov-
ered, with the exception of the cook, Shevlin, who was so
ill that he was removed to his home by automobile and did
not recover until two days afterwards. The cases at that
time were diagnosed by Major Hosmer as gastroenteritis,
and the direct causation was ascribed by all concerned to

the salmon, there being no other possible cause discovered.
Camp was broken on Saturday and the men marched out,
returning to their homes. After reaching his home in Hol-
yoke, Chevrette had a return of the pains in the stomach,
accompanied by nausea and probably a convulsion. On
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Monday, the 27th, lie went to his place of work, but soon
became so ill with similar symptoms that he was removed
to the Providence Hospital in Holyoke. He was seen and
treated at the hospital by a number of doctors. He suffered
repeated and severe convulsions, became unconscious and
died on July 30, 1925. A diagnosis of probable ptomaine
poisoning was made by some of the doctors at the hospital.
An autopsy was held and a hard cartilaginous tumor about
the size of a large hazel nut was found in the left frontal
lobe of the brain. The stomach was removed for purposes
of analysis, but due to imperfect packing arrived at the
laboratory in such condition that no examination of it was
possible.

There was some difference of opinion among the medical
witnesses as to the precise part played in bringing about the
death by the old tumor which was discovered at the
autopsy. There was no evidence that the deceased had ever
manifested any of the symptoms which would have accom-
panied bodily disturbance occasioned by the tumor prior to
July 24. On the contrary, the testimony tended to show
that no effects from the tumor had been manifested objec-
tively, and that the deceased had apparently been in good
health prior to his departure for camp. There was substan-
tial agreement among the medical witnesses that the tumor
found, unless its activities had been tremendously stimu-
lated by a gastric or other serious disturbance, would not in
Chevrette’s case have proved fatal in July of 1925, and that
ptomaine poisoning or a severe gastroenteritis could have
proved fatal of itself. No other such stimulating or fatal
disturbance or cause was shown to have existed.

I find that Chevrette’s death was caused by a pathogenic
condition induced by eating a ration of canned salmon which
at the time of eating was not fit for human consumption.

If the Legislature determines that the public welfare or
other adequate consideration demands that a payment of
money should be made to the parents of the said Chevrette,
then I find that the said Chevrette had an earning capacity
of at least $2l a week, that he was a steady worker and had
been earning the above-mentioned sum for seven months
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prior to his decease and had contributed to the support
of his parents an average sum of about *lB a week for

the year preceding his final illness, and that the damages
sustained by the said parents by reason of his death are

$4,000.

Respectfully submitted,

JAY R. BENTON
Attorney General


