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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DIS-
TRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE
FEASIBILITY OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF
PUBLIC GOLF COURSES IN THE PARKS
SYSTEM OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT.

[Metropolitan Affairs. Dec. 10, 1926.]

Metropolitan District Commission,
1 Ashburton Place, Boston, December 10, 1926.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu-
;tts in General Court assembled.

On April 23, 1926, the following resolve, chapter 29, wa
approved by the Governor:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission investigate and
report to the general court on or before December fifteenth, nineteen
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The most available site for golf courses in the Metropoli-
tan Park system is in the large area in the Neponset River
Reservation known as Fowl Meadows, situated in Hyde
Park, Milton, Dedham and Canton. The total area of this
tract is about 665 acres, a large portion being flat meadow
land with some upland around the borders. The Neponset
River flows through the tract. The land is mostly low and
in its natural condition is not and cannot be used for any
kind of recreation or for any other purpose. This area is
particularly adapted to toe construction of golf courses,
because the clearing is not difficult; the soil could be easily
drained and made suitable by cultivation and seeding, and
the total cost of development for the purpose would be at a
minimum. The area is large enough for several courses.
This site is easily accessible, being located about ten miles
from the State House, with good roads for motor cars, and
good train service from the South Station to Readville Sta-
tion, which is about one-half mile from the site. The esti-
mated cost of constructing an eighteen-hole golf course on
this area is $60,000. Locker and service buildings would
cost from $lO,OOO to $25,000, depending upon their elabo-
rateness. Tools and equipment are estimated at $5,000.

Another site which might be available for this purpose is

in the southern section of the Blue Hills Reservation in
Milton and Canton. The cost of construction would be
more in this location as the land is rough and much of it
would have to be cleared of brush and trees. The estimated
cost for an eighteen-hole course wr ould be from $lOO,OOO to
$125,000. This site is not as accessible, as it is three or four
miles farther from the State House and can be reached only
by motor cars or busses.

A nine-hole golf course could be constructed on land in

the Riverside Recreation Grounds in Weston, with the addi-
tion of land now owned by the town of Weston. This land
is mostly open fields, and the cost of construction would be
reasonable, probably from $30,000 to $40,000 for a nine-
hole course. This site would be accessible.

On the north side of the Metropolitan District there
appears to be no land now owned by the Commonwealth
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suitable for the construction of golf courses. If it is desired
to establish a course in this section it would be better policy
and more economical to acquire land suitable for the
purpose.

The records of the United States Golf Association com-
piled in 1924 give a total of one hundred public courses
throughout the United States up to that time. More have
been added since that list was compiled. A number of cities
with populations ranging from 100,000 to 1,000,000 have
built and operate from one to four courses. Chicago, with a
population of about 3,000,000, had at the time the list was
compiled eleven public courses operated by the municipal
authorities and fourteen public courses operated by private
individuals. Boston has one public course in Franklin Park.

The average cost of operation of these public courses,
from the records of the Association, appears to be about
$15,000 a year. The income derived from operation depends
upon the amount of use and the fee charged. The extent of
the use of the public courses, as appears from the records of
the Golf Association, varies from 25,000 to 100,000 rounds
per year. The fees charged for the use of public courses
range from no charge to $1.50 per day. The usual charge is
from fifty cents to one dollar per day. The charge at
Franklin Park is SI a day except on holidays -when the charge
is S3. Players may obtain an annual use for the sum of $lO.
Fees are also charged for the use of lockers. The Franklin
Park course is reported to have had in 1925 an attendance
of 48,454 producing a revenue of $27,730, and in 1926 an
attendance of 52,724 producing a revenue of $30,135.

Respectfully submitted

DAVIS B. KENISTON
FRANK G. HALL,

WILLIAM H. SQUIRE
GEO. B. WASON,
FRANK A. BAYRD,

Metropolitan District Commission.




