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An Act to safeguard the Distribution and Sale at Retail of
Certain Dangerous Caustic Substances in Packages for
Household Use in the Commonwealth.

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section two
3 the following new section:
4 Section 2A. No person or copartnership or corpora-
-5 tion shall at retail sell, barter, or exchange, or receive,
6 hold, pack, display, or offer for sale, barter, or exchange
7 in the commonwealth of Massachusetts any dangerous
8 caustic or corrosive substance in a retail parcel, package,
9 or container, designed for household use, unless there is

10 affixed to it a conspicuous, easily legible label or sticker,
11 containing;
12 (a) The name of the article
13 {h) The name and place of business of the manufac-
-14 turer, packer, seller, or distributor;
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15 (c) Ihe word “POISON”, running parallel with the
16 main body of reading matter on said label or sticker,
17 on a clear, plain background of a distinctly contrasting
18 color, in not smaller than eighteen point, full face,
19 square, gothic capital letters, unless there is on said
20 label or sticker no other type so large, in which event
21 the letters and type shall be not smaller than the
22 largest type on the label or sticker; and
23 ( d) Directions for treatment in case of accidental
24 personal injury by the dangerous caustic or corrosive
25 substance.
26 In this section, unless the context or subject matter
27 otherwise requires, the term “dangerous caustic or
28 corrosive substance” means: hydrochloric acid and any
29 preparation containing free or chemically unneutralized
30 hydrochloric acid (HCI) in a concentration of ten per
31 centum or more; sulphuric acid and any preparation
32 containing free or chemically unneutralized sulphuric
33 acid (H 2SO4) in a concentration of ten per centum or
34 more; nitric acid or any preparation containing free
35 or chemically unneutralized nitric acid (HNO 3) in a con-
-36 centration of five per centum or more; carbolic acid
37 (C6PIgOH), otherwise known as phenol, and any prep-
-38 aration containing carbolic acid in a concentration of
39 five per centum or more; oxalic acid and any prepara-
-40 tion containing free or chemically unneutralized oxalic
41 acid (H 2C 204 ) in a concentration of ten per centum or
42 more; any salt of oxalic acid and any preparation con-

-43 taining any such salt in a concentration of ten per
44 centum or more; acetic acid or any preparation con-
-45 taining free or chemically unneutralized acetic acid
46 (HC2H3O2) in a concentration of twenty per centum or
47 more; hypochlorous acid, either free or combined, and
48 any preparation containing the same in a concentration
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49 so as to yield ten per centum or more by weight of
50 available chlorine, excluding calx chlorinata, bleaching
51 powder, and chloride of lime; potassium hydroxide and
52 any preparation containing free or chemically unneu-
-53 tralized potassium hydroxide (KOH), including caustic
54 potash and Vienna paste, in a concentration of ten per
55 centum or more; sodium hydroxide and any prepara-
-56 tion containing free or chemically unneutralized sodium
57 hydroxide (NaOH), including caustic soda and lye, in
58 a concentration of ten per centum or more; silver ni-
-59 trate, sometimes known as lunar caustic, and any prep-
-60 aration containing silver nitrate (AgNO 3) in a con-
-61 centration of five per centum or more; and ammonia
62 water and any preparation yielding free or chemically
63 uncombined ammonia (NH 3), including ammonium hy-
-64 droxide and “hartshorn”, in a concentration of five
65 per centum or more.
66 Any person or copartnership violating the provisions
67 of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon con-
-68 viction shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than
69 one hundred dollars and the costs of prosecution, or to
70 imprisonment for not more than ninety days.
71 Household products for cleaning and washing pur-
-72 poses, subject to this section and labelled in accordance
73 therewith, may be sold, offered for sale, held for sale
74 and distributed in this commonwealth by any dealer.
75 wholesale or retail.




