
HOUSE No. 375
By Mr. Baldwin of Lynn, petition of Ralph S. Bauer, mayor, and

members of the city council of the city of Lynn for legislation to pro-
vide for the appointment of a commissioner of public works for said
city. Cities. Jan. 13.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

An Act establishing the Office of Commissioner of
Public Works of the City of Lynn.

1 Section 1. Section twenty of chapter three
2 hundred and forty of the Special Acts of nine-
-3 teen hundred and seventeen, as amended by
4 section two of chapter one hundred and seventy-
-5 seven of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and
6 nineteen, as amended by chapter ninety-one of the
7 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is
8 hereby further amended by adding to said section
9 the following new paragraph:

10 20. A commissioner of public works to be ap-
-11 pointed by the mayor subject to confirmation by
12 the city council, for a term of five years at
13 a compensation to be fixed by ordinance as pro-
-14 vided by chapter three hundred and forty of the
15 Special Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen,
16 but in no event, to exceed ten thousand dollars
17 per annum, and he shall receive no further com-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:
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18 pensation from the city. He shall be an engineer
of good standing and need not be a resident of
the city when appointed, and he shall have sole
cognizance, and general direction and exclusive
control of the construction, repair, care, sprink-
ling and lighting of streets, ways and sidewalks,
and of all wires in and over the same, of the
construction, alteration, repair and care of main
drains, common sewers and catchbasins; of the
construction, alteration and repair, care and main-
tenance of public bridges and the laying of new
Water mains, the collection of ashes and waste
and all house offal; the care, superintendence and
management of the public grounds, except the
common, and public parks and playgrounds and
of such grounds as are appurtenant to buildings
in charge of other departments not under his
supervision, as is provided elsewhere herein.
The said commissioner of public works shall,
except as otherwise provided herein, be ex-
clusively vested with the powers, and shall be
subject to the liabilities and penalties conferred
or imposed by law on surveyors of highways.
No person, department of the city, or corpora-
tion, except in case of emergency, shall dig up or
open for any purpose, any public street or way
in said city without first obtaining permission in
writing from the commissioner of public works.
All persons, firms, corporations, departments or
others opening a street with the permission of
the said commissioner, shall restore the street to
its former condition to the satisfaction of said
commissioner, who shall otherwise make such
restoration at the expense of the delinquent per-
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HOUSE No. 375.1927.] 3

son, firm, or corporation, department or others
who made such opening, and said commissioner
may require a bond or other security for the per-
formance of any contract relative thereto. The
said commissioner shall annually, not later than
the second Monday in February, prepare and
furnish to the city council, a complete and de-
tailed report containing his recommendations
relative to general highway and sewer and water
improvements in the city for the current fiscal
year, which shall also include his recommendations
as to the acceptance, laying out and construction
of streets and general sidewalk improvements,
his recommendations as to the location, installa-
tion and construction of new sewers during said
fiscal year, all of which shall be accompanied
by estimates of costs and outline plans of the
proposed work, together with his recommenda-
tions as to all departments under his supervision.
The recommendations for sidewalks and street
and sewer construction shall be accompanied by
specific data as to the material to be used and the
method of construction. Said report shall in-
clude also all plans for the installation of new
water pipes or mains, other than house connec-
tions, in any streets or ways in said city during
the said fiscal year. All petitions and orders not
reported by said commissioner for the laying out
and acceptance of streets, the construction of
sidewalks and sewer construction, shall in the first
instance be referred by the city council to said
commissioner who shall return the same to the
city council with his recommendations thereon,
not later than one month from the time of
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86 reference, unless the time is extended by the city
council upon the written request of said com-
missioner, stating sufficient cause therefor. If in
any such report the commissioner shall recom-
mend new construction work or the taking of land
within the fiscal year in which the report is made,
estimates of cost shall be included therein. He
shall monthly and oftener, if requested, furnish
to the city council, in writing, a complete and de-
tailed report of the doings of the departments
under his supervision and control and he shall,
in response to the written request of the council,
appear in person upon any subject relating to the
affairs of the departments under his supervision.
He may be removed by the mayor, with the ap-
proval of a three fourths vote of the city council
after a hearing before the city council at which
he shall have the right to be represented by
counsel, and seven days prior to which hearing,
he shall be furnished in writing, with the reasons
for his removal signed by the mayor and at least
six members of the city council. All contracts by
the commissioner of public works shall in the first
instance, be awarded by the city council and shall
be otherwise subject to the provisions of chapter
three hundred and forty of the Special Acts of
nineteen hundred and seventeen. Said commis-
sioner of public works shall, under the direction
of the city council, be responsible for the adminis-
tration of the following additional departments of
the city of Lynn: the water department, engineer-
ing department and the electrical department.
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Section 2. As soon as may be after the ac-
ceptance of this act, the commissioner of public
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works shall be appointed as herein provided, to
serve until April first, nineteen hundred and
thirty. Said office shall thereafter be filled by
appointment, as soon as may be after the first
day of March, in accordance with the provisions
of section one of this act.
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Section 3. Section twenty-two and section
thirty of chapter three hundred and forty of the
Special Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen
are hereby amended by striking out said section
twenty-two and said section thirty.

1
9.

3
4
5

Section 4. Section forty-two of chapter three
hundred and forty of the Special Acts of nineteen
hundred and seventeen is hereby amended by in-
serting after the second sentence the following:
The provisions of this section shall not apply to
the office of the commissioner of public works,
so as to read as follows: Section 42. The
mayor, with the approval of a majority of the
members of the city council, may remove any head
of a department or member of a board or other
officer or employee, before the expiration of his
term of office, except members of the school com-
mittee. But such removal shall not take effect
until such officer or employee has been given a
hearing by the city council, at which he shall have
the right to be represented by counsel, and seven
days prior to which he shall be furnished in
writing with the reasons for his removal. The
provisions of this section shall not apply to the
office of the commissioner of public works.
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1 Section 5. This act shall be submitted to the
voters of the city of Lynn at the city election in9
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the current year in the form of the following
question to be placed upon the official ballot:
“ Shall an act of the general court, passed in
the current year, entitled ‘ An act establishing the
office of commissioner of public works of the city
of Lynn ’, be accepted?” If a majority of the
votes cast on said question are in the affirmative,
this act shall take effect, but not otherwise.
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