
No. 409HOUSE
By Mr. Bentley of Swampscott, petition of the Massachusetts Tre

Wardens’, and Foresters’ Association that the Division of Highways
be authorized to appoint a tree warden to direct and supervise the
planting and maintenance of trees along state highways. State Ad-
ministration. Jan. 1

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven,

An Act authorizing the Division of Highways to appoint a
Tree Warden to Direct and Supervise the Planting and
Maintenance of Trees along State Highways.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cije Commontoealt!) of o@assacbusetts

1 Chapter eighty-seven of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section eight and substituting
3 the following;

4 Section 8. The division of highways of the depart-
ment of public works, in this chapter called the division,

itrol of all trees, shrubs and
ays. Said division shall em-
as tree warden of state high-

6 shall have the care and
7 growths within state high
8 ploy an officer to be know
9 ways, who shall be qualified by training and experience

10 to perform the duties of his office, who shall be ap-
-11 pointed by the commissioner of public works, and whose
12 salary shall not exceed four thousand dollars. It shall
13 be the duty of said warden to plan and direct the plant-
14 ing, pruning, spraying, removal and general maintenance
15 of the trees, shrubs and growths within the limits of state
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1G highways, and so far as practicable he shall utilize the
17 services of city and town officers in charge of shade trees
18 their assistants and equipment in the planting, pruning,
19 spraying, removal and general maintenance of the trees,
20 shrubs and growths on the state highways, under such
21 rules and regulations as the commissioner of public
22 works may prescribe, but no tree, shrub or growth shall
23 be trimmed, cut or removed by any person, even if he
24 be the owner of the fee in the land on which such tree,
25 shrub or growth is situated, except upon a permit in
2G writing from the division. Any person injured in his
27 property by the action of the division as to the trimming,
28 cutting, removal or retention of any such tree, shrub
29 or other growth, may recover the damages, if any, which
30 he has sustained, from the commonwealth under chapter
31 seventy-nine. The division may establish and maintain
32 nurseries for the production of trees, shrubs and other
33 growths for use on the state highways and any surplus
34 plants grown in such nurseries may be sold at cost of

35 production to the cities and towns of the commonwealth
36 for the adornment of public ways, streets and parks. It

37 shall furnish information and advice upon request tc

38 officers in charge of shade trees in the cities and towns

39 of the commonwealth.






