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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

Proposal for a Legislative Amendment of the Consti-
tution providing for a More Prompt Division of
the Commonwealth into Representative Districts
and Apportionment of Representatives thereto.

1 A joint session of the Senate and House of Rep-
-2 resentatives hereby declares it to be expedient to
3 alter the Constitution by the adoption of the follow-
-4 ing Article of Amendment, to the end that it may
5 become a part of the Constitution, if similarly
6 agreed to in a joint session of the next General
7 Court and approved by the people at the state
8 election next following:

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT,

1 Article XXI of the articles of amendment is
2 hereby annulled and the following is adopted in
3 place thereof:—
4 Article XXL In the year nineteen hundred
5 and thirty-five and every tenth year thereafter a
6 census of the inhabitants of each city and town
7 shall be taken and a special enumeration shall be
8 made of the legal voters. Said enumeration shall
9 specify the number of legal voters residing in
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10 each ward of eacli city. The enumeration aforesaid
11 shall determine the division of the commonwealth
12 into representative districts and the assignment of
13 representatives thereto for the periods between the
14 making of the special enumerations.
15 The house of representatives shall consist of two
16 hundred and forty members, which shall be appor-
-17 tioned by the legislature, at its first session after
18 the return of each enumeration as aforesaid, to the
19 several counties of the commonwealth, equally, as
20 nearly as may be, according to their relative
21 numbers of legal voters, as ascertained by the
22 next preceding special enumeration; and the town
23 of Cohasset, in the county of Norfolk, shall, for
24 this purpose, as well as in the formation of dis-
-25 tricts, as hereinafter provided, be considered a part
26 of the county of Plymouth; and it shall be the duty
27 of the secretary of the commonwealth, to certify,
28 as soon as may be after it is determined by the
29 legislature, the number of representatives to which
30 each county shall be entitled, to the board
31 authorized to divide each county into representa-

2 tive districts. The mayor and city council of tin
33 city of Boston, the county commissioners of other
34 counties than Suffolk, or in lieu of the mayor and
35 city council of the city of Boston, or of the county
36 commissioners in each county other than Suffolk,
37 such board of special commissioners in each county,
38 to be elected by the people of the county, or of
39 the towns therein, as may for that purpose be pro-
-40 vided by law, shall, within thirty days after each
41 assignment of representatives to each county, as-
-42 semble at a shire town of their respective counties

and divide the same into representative districts of
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44 contiguous territory, so as to apportion the repre-
-45 sentation assigned to each county equally, as nearly
46 as may be, according to the relative number of legal
47 voters in the several districts of each county; and
48 such districts shall be so formed that no town or
49 ward of a city shall be divided therefor, nor shall
50 any district be made which shall be entitled to
51 elect more than three representatives. Every rep-
-52 resentative, for one year at least next preceding
53 his election, shall have been an inhabitant of the
54 district for which he is chosen and shall cease' to
55 represent such distinct when he shall cease to be an
56 inhabitant of the commonwealth. The districts in
57 each county shall be numbered by the board creat-
-58 ing the same, and a description of each, with the
59 numbers thereof and the number of legal voters
60 therein, shall be returned by the board, to the
61 secretary of the commonwealth, the county treas-
-62 urer of each county, and to the clerk of every town
63 in each district, to be filed and kept in their respec-
-64 tive offices. The manner of calling and conducting
65 the meetings for the choice of representatives, and
66 of ascertaining their election, shall be prescribed
67 by law.




