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By Mr. EUenwood o f  Reading, petition o f  A lbert C. Robinson 

and others relative to the conduct o f  town meetings in the town o f  
Reading. Towns. Jan. 14.

Cijc Commontocalt!) of e@ass;aclui0ett0

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Seven.

AN Act relative to Town Meetings in the Town 
o f Reading.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of R epre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hun-
2 dred and seventy-six of the acts o f nineteen
3 hundred and ten is hereby amended by in-
4 serting after the word “  meeting ”  in the
5 fourth line the follow ing: —  and a check list
6 whereupon shall be checked in ink the names
7 of the duly registered voters so admitted, and
8 no person other than a registered voter whose
9 name has been so checked shall be permitted

10 to pass through said turnstiles, —  and by in-
11 serting after the word “  returns ”  in the
12 fourteenth line the w ords: —  and all check
13 lists used as aforesaid, —  so as to read as fol-
14 lows: —  Section 1 . At all town meetings held
15 in the town of Reading the town shall use a
16 system o f registering turnstiles for determin-
17 ing the number of persons admitted to each



18 meeting and a check list whereupon shall be
19 checked in ink the names of the duly regis-
20 tered voters so admitted, and no person other
21 than a registered voter whose name has been
22 so checked shall be permitted to pass through
23 said turnstiles. The selectmen shall appoint
24 officers to have charge of the turnstiles, and
25 shall determine from them the number of per-
26 sons admitted to each meeting, and at the
27 adjournment thereof shall make a return to
28 the town clerk under oath, which may be
29 administered by him, of the number of per-
30 sons who have been admitted to such meeting,
31 as registered by the turnstiles. The town clerk
32 shall immediately make a record of such
33 return in the records of the meeting, which
34 record shall have the same legal force and
35 effect as the records of the proceedings of the
36 meeting. All such returns and all check lists
37 used as aforesaid shall be preserved by the
38 town clerk until at least twenty days after the
39 final adjournment or dissolution of the meet-
40 ing to which they relate, and shall be open to
41 public inspection.

1 S e c t io n  2. Section two of said chapter
2 two hundred and seventy-six is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the second line, the word
4 “  four ”  and inserting in place thereof the
5 w ord: — five, — so as to read as follows
6 Section 2. Any vote passed at an original or
7 adjourned town meeting to which five hun-



8 drecl or more persons shall have been admitted
9 shall, upon petition, be submitted to the voters

10 at large for ratification at a subsequent town
11 meeting, as hereinafter provided, except that
12 votes for moderator, or for any town, county,
13 state or national officer, or on any proposition
14 on which by any special or general law of the
15 commonwealth a yea or nay vote is required to
16 be taken by ballot, shall be final. No vote
17 subject to ratification under the provisions
18 of this act shall take effect until the expiration
19 of the time herein limited for filing a petition
20 for ratification; nor, if such petition be filed,
21 until after such vote shall be ratified in the
22 manner hereinafter provided.

1 S e c t io n  3. Section three of said chapter
2 two hundred and seventy-six is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the fourth line, the words
4 “  legal voters of the town ”  and inserting in
5 place thereof the words: — duly registered
6 voters of the town who, as determined from
7 the check list kept as aforesaid, were not
8 admitted to such meeting, -—- so as to read as
9 follows: — Section 3. I f  within five days after

10 the final adjournment or dissolution of such
11 town meeting a petition addressed to the select-
12 men shall be filed with the town clerk, signed
13 by at least fifty duly registered voters of the
14 town who, as determined from the check list
15 kept as aforesaid, were not admitted to such
16 meeting, requesting that any vote or votes



17 passed at such meeting, except the final votes
18 before mentioned, be submitted to the vofers
19 of the town for ratification, then the selectmen
20 shall, after the expiration of said five days,
21 forthwith call a town meeting for the sole pur-
22 pose of so submitting such vote or votes. In
23 case two or more votes passed at a town meeting
24 relate to one subject-matter, and a petition is
25 filed as aforesaid for the ratification of one or
26 more such votes, the selectmen may in their
27 discretion submit, in addition to those for
28 which petitions are filed, any or all of the votes
29 relating to the same subject-matter; and for
30 this purpose a vote to borrow money shall be
31 held to relate to the same subject-matter as the
32 vote or votes to appropriate the money to be
33 borrowed. The polls shall be opened at two
34 o ’clock in the afternoon, and shall be closed
35 not earlier than nine o ’clock in the evening,
36 and a vote shall be taken by ballot upon the
37 question, “  Shall the following vote (or votes)
38 passed at the town meeting (or at the adjourned
39 town meeting,) held on the day
40 of , nineteen , be ratified I Vote:
41 Any vote or votes submitted for ratification,
42 as aforesaid, receiving a majority of the votes
43 cast thereon, shall be considered to be ratified,
44 otherwise such vote or votes shall have no
45 force or effect: provided, that if any vote re-
46 quired for its original passage more than a
47 majority of the votes cast, then a like propor-
48 tion of votes shall be required for ratification.



1 S e c t io n  4. Section four of said chapter
2 two hundred and seventy-six is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the third line, the word
4 “  legal ”  and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: — duly registered, — and by inserting
6 in the fourth line after the word “  thereto ”
7 the words: — and, after comparison with the
8 check list, what number thereof were not ad-
9 mitted to the town meeting to which the peti-

10 tion relates, — so as to read as follows: —r
11 Section 4. Every petition filed as aforesaid
12 shall forthwith be examined by the town clerk,
13 who shall ascertain therefrom the number of
14 duly registered voters whose signatures are
15 attached thereto and, after comparison with
16 the check list, what number thereof were not
17 admitted to the town meeting to which the
18 petition relates, and shall make a record there-
19 of, and such record, together with a copy of the
20 petition, exclusive of the names affixed thereto,
21 shall be inserted in the records of the meeting
22 for ratification of the vote or votes named in
23 the petition, which record shall have the same
24 legal force and effect as the record of the pro-
25 ceedings of such meeting. All such petitions
26 shall be preserved by the town clerk until at
27 least twenty days after the final adjournment
28 or dissolution of said meeting, and during that
29 period shall be open to public inspection.

1 S e c t io n  5. The question of the acceptance
2 of this act shall be submitted to the town at the



3 annual town election next following the pas-
4 sage o f this act. The vote shall be by ballot,
5 in answer to the question ‘ ‘ Shall an act passed
6 by the general court in the year nineteen hmi-
7 dred and twenty-seven entitled ‘ An Act rela-
8 tive to town meetings in the Town of Reading ’,
9 whereby the number of registered voters

10 attending a town meeting, as a prerequisite to
11 the holding of a referendum on any vote passed
12 thereat, is increased from four hundred to five
13 hundred, and whereby the petitioners for such
14 a referendum are required to be duly regis-
15 tered voters who were not admitted to such
16 town meeting, be accepted by the town?”  and
17 the affirmative vote of a majority of the voters
18 present and voting thereon shall be required
19 for its acceptance. I f  at such annual town
20 election next following this act shall fail of
21 acceptance it may be submitted again for
22 acceptance at the succeeding annual town elec-
23 tion, and if it then fail of acceptance may be
24 submitted at the succeeding annual town elec-
25 tion, but not again thereafter.

1 S e c t io n  6. So much of this act as authorizes
2 the submission of the question of its acceptance
3 to the town shall take effect upon its passage,
4 but it shall not take further effect unless
5 accepted by the town as hereinbefore provided.






